North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 20 November 2024

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Henning, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer

In attendance: I Humphries - Clerk
                        Mr Nicholas Linfoot
                        

                         
57. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burnett and Farrell.  

58.  Issues raised by Members of the Public
       There were no issues raised.

59. Ward Councillors Update
· Reference was made to a proposed small residential development  - West Brunton (out with the Parish Council boundary).
· A Mr Brandshaw had volunteered to tidy up Melton Park – members agreed to support this initiative.
· Reference wasa made to a highway improvement scheme between Rotary Way and A1.

60. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16 October 2024              were confirmed as a correct record.
61. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· Bench seat – this was progressing slowly.
62. Grounds Maintenance
      Members were advised of the following quotations –
· Grass Box for grass cutting of £420 (plus VAT) per cut. Members anticipated 10 cuts per year.
· A local Gardener for planter maintenance of £100 per visit. Members anticipated 8 visits per year.
     
      It was Resolved: to accept the quotations as set out above and to terminate to 
                                  existing contract with Robertson for grounds Maintenance
   
63. Hilton Green
      Members were advised of the need to repair the two signs on Hilton Green. A 
      quotation for the work was to be acquired. It was also agreed to seek volunteers 
      to tidy the perimeter of Hilton Green prior to the new grass cutting contract



64. Play Areas
      A response from the Consortium to the questions raised at the previous meeting 
      had not yet been received. It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Association be 
      asked to consider taking on responsibility of the Play Areas in question with the  
      Association more likely to be successful in seeking grants; the Parish Council to 
      pledge financial support for such a scheme.

 65.Financial Matters
        Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and tree work of £950.40. 
                                                                                                 
66.  Planning Matters      
      Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
 
	2024/1766/01/HOU
	9 Melrose Close: erection of single storey extension: Alterations to rear elevations to include removal of window, installation of French Doors.
	No objection

	2018/1310/02/NMA
	2 Queensway: Non material amendment  change 2 storey side extension to 1 storey and changes to windows and doors
	No objection

	2024/0579/02/NMA
	36 Polwarth Crescent: Non-material amendment to increase overall widthof side extension. Erection of a single storey extension to front and side
	Noted


        
       Members agreed to seek the Officer Report regarding the application in 
       respect of 18 Featherstone Grove which had now been approved.

67. Matters raised by Members
· Consideration was to be given to setting up a campaign group to oppose the increase of HMO development.
· The Community Centre club room now had new carpet tiles. The use of the Centre for ad hoc parties/events was to be reduced to within a defined catchment area.
· Surveying of roads and footpaths was ongoing. It was agreed to submit reports on hazards and also wear and tear.
· It was noted that double yellow lines were proposed to facilitate buses turning.
· There had been a further spate of graffiti in the area, including one of the bus shelters.
· Members noted the horse box parked adjacent to Jan Foster’s premises and hoped to would not be there too long.
· An audit of street lamps on Melbury had found 52 not working.
· Councillor Rawling was now a member of the NGP Nature Conservation Group.
· Members noted the next meeting of Parish Councils and the City Council was to be held on 28 November via Teams.
· The City Council had disbanded the Standards Committee
· Cars were using the bus lane south from Wideopen.
· The Finance Committee was to consider the level of precept for 2025/26 and report to the next meeting.
· Consideration to be given to gifting the Scout Group the land on Gilwell Way rather than renewing the existing lease.
68. Co-option
      Members discussed with Mr Linfoot his interest in joining the Parish Council, and 
      it was 
             Resolved: that Nicholas Linfoot be co-opted to the Parish Council for the 
                               remainder of the term of office





Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting, scheduled for 18 December, be moved to Thursday 19 December  2024.

