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MINUTES
Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 04 JANUARY 2024
Longhirst Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates (Chair), Cllr Bill Climson, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Janet
Quinn, Cllr Richard Tordoff, Cllr C Anderson

APOLOGIES: Cllr Chris Marr, Cllr D Towns (NCC), Julie Murray

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), Andy Robson

A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
There were no questions raised.

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished them a Happy New Year.
He also asked those present to note that unfortunately tonight the wi-fi is not
working in the village hall and therefore the agenda and papers cannot be
presented online; the Clerk has one set of paper copies available.

B Update from Northumbria Police (5 minutes)
There was no update from the Police.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Cllr Towns, having given his apologies for this meeting, did not have any update,
but had stated he would be happy to take up any issues passed to him.

D

i)

ii)

iii)

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS

Longhirst Colliery - Julie Murray
In Ms Murray’s absence, Cllr Climson reported that the two of them had met with
Ian Lavery, MP to discuss the poor state of the roads at Longhirst Colliery. There
are numerous potholes and the paths are overgrown forcing pedestrians to walk in
the road. Unfortunately the majority of the highway is not adopted and therefore
Northumberland County Council is not responsible for its maintenance. Mr Lavery
is going to talk to NCC to see if there is any possibility of Straker Terrace being
‘adopted’.

Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson
The legal paperwork to transfer the open spaces around Longhirst Hall to the
residents is currently being progressed. An initial tree survey has been conducted
and significant costs will be involved in maintenance over the next few years, with
all residents contributing.

Micklewood - rep tbc
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Cllr J Quinn gave an update on behalf of the residents. Their main issue currently is
vehicular traffic trying to access Dairy Lane via Micklewood and getting stuck in
the field (made worse by broken gates at the field entrance). Unfortunately some
sat navs are showing this as a drivable route when in fact there is no access. A
resident is trying to contact Google Maps to resolve this error.

1 APOLOGIES
Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda now or
immediately before the item. Councillors were also reminded to keep their
declaration forms up-to-date.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 02 November 2023
The minutes were accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Potland Park joint letter to NCC agreed
The joint letter with Ashington Town Council has been sent in to Countryside & Green
Spaces and to Planning Enforcement. A copy was also sent to the Cabinet Members
for Looking after our Environment, Improving our Roads and Highways, and
Promoting Healthy Lives.

A response has been received from Planning Enforcement stating that the situation
will be investigated (the case reference number is 24/00002/BRCOND). They further
advised that they will be unable to answer any queries related to this until a
determination has been made.

Councillors were pleased that the legal process has started, but are disappointed that
a ‘technical’ response has been given that effectively closes down any further
discussion. The Clerk will circulate the email from Planning Enforcement to the
Councillors.

ACTION: CLERK
4.2 Lychgate repairs - now complete

Councillors were pleased to hear that the repairs were completed just before
Christmas.

4.3 Ashington Road Flooding questions - feedback from Castle Morpeth LAC meeting
The Chair (and Clerk) attended the Castle Morpeth Local Area Committee (CMLAC)
and put the agreed questions to the County Councillors and Officers present. Kris
Westerby (Highways Delivery Manager, NCC) gave an initial response confirming that
the ditch would be cleared, and that a permanent drainage solution was being
investigated, along with options for raising the road level.

After a delay of some weeks the ditch has been cleared allowing most of the water to
now drain away. The Chair hopes that the ditches will be cleared in good time before
next winter but if this does not happen then he suggests taking the issue back to
CMLAC. We do not expect to hear back on the longer-term solutions for some time.
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Cllr C Anderson asked if it would be possible to get more portable ‘flood warning’
signs so that both ends of the road can be marked to alert traffic when there is a
flood.

ACTION: CLERK
4.4. The Forge - £500 shares bought

The shares have been purchased and recent feedback from the Ulgham Community
Benefit Society Management Committee states that over £100k has so far been
raised from 245 people. The group plans to apply for a grant from the Government
Community Ownership Fund. In the meantime the group is looking for volunteers
able to offer practical skills or professional advice. Anyone interested should contact
ulghamcbs@gmail.com.

5 BUDGET

5.1 Bank Statements & Budget Report
The bank statements were circulated and the budget report was discussed. There
were no issues raised.

5.2 Pay and increment rise for Clerk (and new model employment contract)
In line with the National Joint Council salary agreement there was a flat rate pay rise
of £1925 (pro rata), backdated to 01 April 2023. In addition, the Clerk is entitled to a
single increment rise (from point 8 to point 9) for having completed the CiLCA
qualification. This will be backdated to 01 November 2023.

The new monthly salary amount from February is £169.72 (before tax). The amount
of increase to the salary bill 2023/24 comes to a total of £156.08 for the year.

The Chair put the resolution forward: to note and agree these pay rises as per the
employment contract. This was seconded by Cllr G Fahy and agreed unanimously.

ACTION: CLERK
5.3 Report on principles of precept setting for information

The Clerk suggested that Councillors first agree a list of potential activities and
prioritise these, then consider the cost implications and how this would affect the
precept. The council currently has quite high reserves so is in a position to consider
new activities next year (or could opt to reduce the precept).

5.4 List of activities for 2024/25 for discussion/prioritisation (inc projector for Village
Hall, contributions to various road and path improvements, drainage/gully cleaning)
Councillors discussed the list of potential new activities for next year:

Agreed activities to pursue in 2024/25:

● Community skips - to provide skips in the village for those who cannot easily
transport items themselves to the waste recycling centre, and potentially
helping to reduce fly-tipping in the area. The idea is to start with one skip in
the centre of Longhirst, with a view to providing more if this proves useful and
workable.

● War Memorial and surrounding area - maintain and upgrade the ‘public realm’
at this central point in the village. Trees and shrubs are overgrowing the walls
from private properties, the tarmac and paving needs to be repaired, and
consider installing outdoor seating. Not all of this is in the power of the Parish
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Council to accomplish but it will do what it can and work with others as
necessary.

● Community event to celebrate Longhirst Hall’s 200 year anniversary - support
for a celebration event to bring the village together. This may involve hire of
the village hall and provision of refreshments, displays/stalls. Ideally access to
Longhirst Hall would be possible (to be negotiated with the current owners)
and possibly the inclusion of other groups to advertise what they offer (such as
the Wildlife & Community Trust).

● Installing a ceiling mounted projector and screen for the ‘Reading Room’ in
Longhirst Village Hall, including electrics/fitting (this is a request from
Longhirst Parish Association). This activity would increase the facilities on
offer at the hall, potentially increasing bookings. It would also be very useful
for the regular Parish Council meetings, hence a significant Parish Council
contribution may be sought.

● Ashington Road - a contribution from the Parish Council to the drainage
and/or the road raising is still a priority. Cllr G Fahy will investigate if the
drainage work is formally planned by NCC; if not he is to get a quote for the
work with a view to the Parish Council paying for this. This activity would
require County Council agreement.

ACTION: CLLR G FAHY

● Paddock Wood path improvements - to thin out some of the trees on site and
use this to create bark chippings to improve the pathways. This work might
require anti-weed membranes to be fitted underneath, and/or wooden
bounding to edge the paths. This activity would require the agreement of the
Woodland Trust.

Provisional amounts to set aside:

Community skips £1,000
War Memorial area £1,000
Longhirst Hall celebration event £1,000
Ceiling mounted projector £2,000
Ashington Road contribution £2,000
Paddock Wood path improvements £5,000
Total £12,000

Activities not being taken forward at this time:

● Butcher’s Lane - a contribution to support the path clearance and upgrading
has previously been discussed but Councillors were not confident that NCC
were committed to progressing the work at this time. This decision may be
revisited in the future should circumstances change.

● Additional gully cleaning - feedback from NCC is that the cleaning team is
already stretched and any additional visits could only happen on a weekend, if
drivers were available. Costs for this could be worked up if needed.
Councillors felt that recent additional emptying by NCC had remedied the
situation and agreed not to pursue this activity at this time. Again, this may be
revisited in the future if required.

Minutes signed by
Longhirst Parish Council Chair

Date approved
Minutes of meeting 04 January 2024



Dr
aft

Page | 5 of 6

● PROWmaintenance - this is likely to comprise of hedge-cutting, repair of
stiles/signposts, etc. This is work that again would require the permission of
the county council and local landowners, and might require volunteers to
support it. There was some concern that this is work that should properly be
done by local landowners and/or the County Council. An up-to-date list of
specific jobs is also required. Due to the number of uncertainties this activity
will not be taken forward at this time but again, this decision may be revisited
at a future date.

● Request from resident for a new public path north out of the village towards
Broomhaugh - there is no footpath north out of Longhirst, forcing pedestrians
to walk in the road and Councillors agreed that this is unsafe. The option of
creating a footpath alongside the road is considered too costly for the county
council to consider. A resident has been in touch to ask if the Parish Council
would support the idea of creating an alternative route through the fields and
suggested two possible routes, one of which previously was in use as a
footpath (though it is unclear if that had any legal standing).

Councillors agreed that the current situation is not suitable and do support the
principle of creating better and safer walking routes. However this would
require permission from all of the landowners, aside from any costs of creating
or maintaining such a footpath. Again, Councillors felt this idea needed more
investigation and development before it could be considered. The Clerk is to
ask the resident concerned to contact the Chair for an initial discussion about
how best to progress such a business case.

ACTION: CLERK

5.5 Precept level to be set for 24/25, inc info from NCC - deadline 26 Jan 24
The Parish Council (non precept) income next year is expected to be c£700, plus
reserves to carry forward of c£16.5k. Setting aside £10k for contingencies leaves an
available amount of c£7k.

The total expenditure is expected to be c£18k (made up of committed baseline costs
estimated at c£6k, plus the new activities listed above of £12k). This leaves a shortfall
of c£11k.

As some of the new activities may not come forward, and as there is still £10k
contingency fund, the Chair proposed the following resolution: to set the precept at
the same level as last year, at £8,000. This was seconded by Cllr R Tordoff and
agreed unanimously.

Due to there being additional homes in the area, this does effectively decrease the bill
per household by a small amount. The Clerk is to sign and submit the paperwork
before the deadline.

ACTION: CLERK
6 TRAINING

6.1 Code of Conduct and link to online quiz
As the internet is not available tonight and that is required to run the online quiz, this
activity will be postponed until another meeting.
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7 PLANNING

7.1 Station Cottages - 23/02290/FUL - update if available
There was no update on a decision.

7.2 Morpeth Caravan Park - 23/03804/VARYCO - update if available
Cllr G Fahy declared an interest in this item; however there was no update on
progress.

8 NEXT MEETING:

8.1 7pm on Thursday, 07 March 2024 at Longhirst Village Hall

8.2 Revised date or location for May meetings (due to elections)
There are two elections taking place on the 02 May 2024 (NE Mayoral and Police &
Crime Commissioner) and this village hall will be a polling station. Councillors
therefore agreed to move the venue for their meeting and to ask Longhirst Colliery
Association if we could use their recreation hall. Cllr Climson was confident this will
be available but will check.

ACTION: CLLR B CLIMSON / CLERK
8.3

i)

ii)

iii)

Future Agenda Items

Butterwell site - Liaison group and route for vehicles
The Chair / Clerk are to chase progress in setting up a liaison group, and checking
that vehicles are using the designated route (avoiding the C125 / Longhirst village).

ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK

Cutting back of trees
An overhead fibre-optic cable near Piper’s Field is being pulled down by surrounding
trees and shrubs which are also blocking access to the bus stop. Openreach have
been contacted but if they do not feel any remediation is necessary then the Parish
Council may revisit this.

Car parking on pavements
There was further discussion on the parking issues in the main street of the village,
however no consensus was reached on any suitable change in policy. Currently the
Parish Council’s preferred option remains for cars to be parked with one wheel on the
kerb and not beyond (thus not blocking the pavement for pedestrians). No action is
to be taken at this time.

Close of meeting at 8.55pm
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