Bardon Mill Parish Council
14th November 2023
Approved  Minutes

Present
Cllr S Furlong

Cllr G Gill 

Cllr M Robson

Cllr G Walton
Cllr J Oliver

Cllr V Furlong

Cllr M Nixon

Cllr A Sharp - County

Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

Time
7.00pm

53/23
Apologies for Absence - none.

54/23
Declarations of Interest – no interests declared

55/23
Public Questions – no questions

56/23
Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 9th May 2023 

The minutes were approved.

Proposed Cllr V Furlong                     Seconded Cllr G Walton                                   Approved

57/23
Matters Arising from the minutes of Tuesday 8th August 2023 not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda – No matters

58/23
Planning Applications

For Determination: 23/03584 Oak Tree Lodge Garden Room Extension– No Objection agreed.

Proposed Cllr G Walton                     Seconded Cllr M Robson                                 Approved

Other – LJ/021765 Revocation of Westwood, Barcome TPO        

59/23
Planning Applications - Northumberland National Park Authority

60/23
Northumberland County Council 

Cllr Sharp reported the following:

•
The trees at the Ridley Hall junction on A69 were cut back very quickly.

•
Slow signs through Bardon Mill are progressing.

•
Signage at Steel Bank still in the design stage.

•
Signage on The Military Road is progressing.

•
Grass Cutting of verges to be co-ordinated with NCC and raised at the May meeting.

The following issues were raised which Cllr Sharp will address:

•
Leaves need clearing Birkshaw Bank (the whole width of the road), Allenbanks to Beltingham and Low Moralee. Cllr Sharp to request any leaves collected are placed in a designated area that Cllr Furlong will organise; rather than being driven miles away.

61/23
Henshaw Parish Council

61/23.01 Redburn Park – It was reported that there is quite an amount of work required at the park. There are issues that were raised in the Rospa report along with fencing and repair of The Pitman’s Trail. Henshaw propose to move to Northumberland County Council for monthly inspections. Members agreed to allocate funding for the work and contribute at the usual split.

If a ‘Friends of the Park’ committee was set up the members would nominate a representative from the council.

61/23.02 Tree Survey – No applicable to Bardon Mill Parish Council.

62/23
TVCRP – to approve becoming a Registered Charity.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                     Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                 Approved

63/23
A69

Cllr Sharp reported that the requested bus shelter has been approved.

64/23
Standing Orders

There were a couple of minor changes which were approved. The months when meetings are held and the review information at the end could be removed. 

Proposed Cllr G Gill                     Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                 Approved

65/23
Reports on Financial Matters

65/23.01 Bank Rec, Inc & Exp as at 30th September 2023 were noted. 

The payments of £310.00 were approved. No expenses for the verge cutter were claimed this meeting.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                      Seconded Cllr V Furlong                                       Approved 

65/23.03 Budget and Precept for 24-25 to approve.     

It was agreed to increase the donations amount to £1000, to create a contingency fund of £1000 and to budget £2000 for play area maintenance and inspections.

The precept was then agreed at 3% increase to £5180.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                      Seconded Cllr V Furlong                                            Approved

66/23
Correspondence received since last meeting - Noted                                                           

A request has been made from Beltingham Church for financial support from the parish towards the grass cutting. The cost for the upkeep last year was- £4494. Members will consider this at the February meeting when they approve grants. However, in the meantime, the clerk was asked to write back and clarify if this was for the new area only or if it included the old churchyard area. Also, to clarify, if the old area is now a closed churchyard or, if it is still open does the family contribute to the costs?

A survey has been received about green spaces in preparation for NCC to being the next local plan. It was agreed to add in a bridleway that is inaccessible. Cllr Gill will send more details to the clerk for completion of the survey.

67/23
Any other relevant business

Both Cllr S Furlong and Cllr J Oliver (in his role as chair to Henshaw PC) received many emails, phone calls and texts in light of the tree felling at Sycamore Gap. They expressed concern that there is much disgruntlement with both the National Park and National Trust with local residents, particularly the farming community, feeling that they are not given a voice or due respect from these authorities. The clerk was asked to write to both Tony Gates (NNPA) and Julia Curry (National Trust) to inform them of the mood of the local residents.

The clerk was asked to write to Patrick Doody and Frank Furlong to thank them for the hard work and effort they both make in preparing the War Memorial and area for Remembrance Day.

68/23
Dates and times of next meeting

Parish Meeting Tuesday 13th February 2024 - 7pm Henshaw Church Hall 

The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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