	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		7th February 2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 			Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA) Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey Gillian Nelless (GN), 				Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:		Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.04 p.m.

1) [bookmark: _Hlk134090370]Apologies for Absence – None
2) Table Urgent Business. None
3) Declaration of Interests – DL  
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report  Police had informed the Council that they would submit a written report but this had not been received. The speed data from the two VAS signs had been submitted to the police. PCSO Peter Johnson had agreed to make a request to the camera enforcement unit to deploy cameras inside the village to kerb the speeding. He suggested that the higher speeds recorded were likely to be ‘blue light’ vehicles passing through the village. Members were concerned about emergency vehicles entering the village at speeds of more than 80 mph and it was agreed to bring this matter up with the police when they next attended.
6) County Councillors Report . None
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on3rd January 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN, Seconded DL, All in Favour.)

Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Councillor Vacancies  Two applications had been received: Andrew Gawn and Peter Marriott-Lodge. Members were delighted and agreed to co-opt both applicants at the start of the next meeting on 6th March 2024.                  Action: Clerk
b) Website: 
i. Longframlington Welcome Booklet. GA reported that work on this was underway.
ii. Community Engagement. Ongoing.
c) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments: 
i. Response from Cllr Sanderson regarding his and Rob Murfin’s invitation to attend the Parish Council Meeting. No further response received from GS.
ii. Planning & Enforcement.
· [bookmark: _Hlk158029186]Planning Consultation 24/00010/FUL Land South Of 1 The Paddock Longframlington Northumberland. There had been a series of email exchanges with the Enforcement Officer since the last meeting. NCC’s position was that whilst retrospective work had been carried out on this property, the application would be assessed as if it were a proposed development.  Given the PC’s concern about the accuracy of the documentation he said that the PC could either make comment based upon the current published documentation or request an extension. Members agreed, it was unable to submit a comment due to the inaccurate and incomplete application documentation. Given the complexity of the situation, the Council recommended that the Planning Officer make a site visit, prior to further documentation being produced. This would enable the NCC Planning Department to gain a clearer understanding of the application, prior to it being made available to the Council and other Consultees, to ensure that revised documentation was accurate and fully covered all the existing works and further plans. Once received, the application could be given full consideration. The PC agreed to request an extension of the consultation period to the earliest of 10th March 2024. Should it be considered that the application needed to be withdrawn and resubmitted that, the PC  would expect a new consultation period to be provided.					          			           Action: GF/Clerk
· installation of the pavement and street lighting on the Alnwick Fords Road: TT had been asked to follow up on this matter. As he was absent it was not possible to take this matter further at this time.
iii. Highways.
· Footpath. A697 between Village and turn-off to High Weldon. Graham Bucknall had indicated that he would inspect the footpath. Awaiting his response.
· Re-siting of the chicane at junction of Rothbury Road and High Town nor the installation of the parking restrictions at the junction of A697/Rothbury Road. TT had been asked to follow up on this matter. As he was absent it was not possible to take this matter further at this time.
iv. Ecology. 
· TP0 2023 ( No.4 of 2023) Land around Embleton Hall had been formally confirmed and documentation received.
v. [bookmark: _Hlk158726020]School Community Project. TT had been asked to follow this up to ensure that in his response GS would make clear when the school feasibility study would take place. As he was absent it was not possible to take this matter further at this time.
d) Longframlington Parish Map. Simon Hadden had ben very enthusiastic to the request to display the map in the Memorial Hall. He was to put forward the request to the hall trustees after their AGM . GF had found a document which indicated that there was indeed an earlier map of the Parish. It was agreed to attempt to locate the map and then decide on how to proceed with all the maps and associated documents.						 Action: Clerk
e) Front Street Planter tubs. Sonia Beal had agreed to tend the tubs for a further year. The members were most appreciative.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the month of January. Approved.
	24/01/2024
	Purves
	Burial Fee L. Thorne
	200.00

	30/01/2024
	Rhodes (On behalf Wealleans)
	Wealleans Allotment Fees 6 & 8
	22.00

	31/01/2024
	G & M Owen
	Owen Plot 5a Allotment fees. £9 donation
	20.00

	02/01/2024
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	Ground Rent
	25.00

	02/01/2024
	Taynton B + S
	Taynton Plot 16a Allotment & Water Half
	16.45

	04/01/2024
	Celia Douglas
	Douglas Plot 8  Allotment Water 2023
	10.91

	05/01/2024
	A P Bolton
	Bolton Plot 16b Allotment Fees & Water
	16.45

	09/01/2024
	Jacqueline Veitch
	Veitch Plot 15a Allotment Fees & Water
	16.45

	16/01/2024
	Helen Cormack
	 Cormack Plot 8 Allotment Fees
	22.00

	17/01/2024
	S Christie 
	Christie  Plot 10b Allotment Fees & Water
	32.91

	18/01/2024
	Barry Cooper
	Purchase x 2 Burial Spaces Cooper BA& MA
	400.00

	29/01/2024
	Geere A CP
	Geere Plot Allotment Fee 2b
	11.00

	30/01/2024
	R W Horne
	Horne Plot 4b Allotment Fee
	11.00

	02/02/2024
	John Palmer BGC
	Palmer Allotment Fees Plot 11a 
	16.45

	03/02/2024
	L Shipley
	Shipley Plot 18 Allotment Fees & Water
	32.91

	
	
	Total
	853.53



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the month of January.
	05/01/2024
	Garth Rhodes 
	Currys.X2 Hard Drives (101.98) x3 USB (29.97)
	131.95

	05/01/2024
	Fantasy Prints
	NO DOGS signs x12
	300.46

	30/01/2024
	Garth Rhodes 
	Norton Utilities Ultimate Annual Subscription
	39.99

	30/01/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	101.80

	30/01/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	410.83

	08/01/2024
	British Gas 
	Electricity Sportscourt
	21.66



c) Requests for donations. None

d) Bank Reconciliation January. Approved
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 4th February 2023
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	Community account
	
	20984.75

	as at 25th January 2024
	Business Saver
	
	36238.12

	
	
	
	
	57222.87

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	
	

	
	30/01/2024
	Garth Rhodes 
	39.99
	

	
	30/01/2023
	HMRC
	101.80
	

	
	30/01/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	410.83
	

	 
	
	
	
	552.62

	Uncredited Deposits 
	22/12/2023
	O & D Burleigh
	32.91
	

	
	24/01/2024
	Purves
	200.00
	

	
	30/01/2024
	Rhodes (Wealleans)
	22.00
	

	
	31/01/2024
	G & M Owen
	20.00
	

	
	29/01/2024
	Geere A CP
	11.00
	

	
	30/01/2024
	R W Horne
	11.00
	

	
	02/02/2024
	John Palmer BGC
	16.45
	

	
	03/02/2024
	L Shipley
	32.91
	346.27

	Balance
	
	
	
	57016.52

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	57016.52


	Members agreed to transfer a further £10k from the Current Account into the Savings Account.
e) Insurance Policy Renewal. Clear Councils (new name for BHIB) our current insurer, had indicated that they would produce their renewal information including premium, 45 days before renewal date of 1st June 2023. It was agreed to defer a decision on this matter until this information had been received.
f) Additional Grass Cuts 2024/25.  The Members agreed to the NCC quotation of £462.61 net. for this work.       Action: Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management including:
i. Allotment invoices, water charges 
· Payments Outstanding: Reminders had been sent out to three plot holders. Two had now made payment. GF agreed to speak to the other tenant.							     Action: GF
ii. GDPR Consent to hold contact Information Returns. Only 9 completed returns out of 28 current tenants had been received. It was agreed to send out reminders indicating that failure to return completed forms could endanger tenants’ tenancies.									 Action: Clerk
b) Maintenance including:
i. Repairs to netting on fence at SW corner of allotments/dog walking field. Netting had been repaired. Tree removal and replanting delayed as the land was still very wet .
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  No issues except that the land was extremely wet.
b) ‘No Dogs’ Signs on Tank Turn.  The new signs were well received. A small number had defects and would need replacing. GF/DW agreed to put up the signs.							   Action: Clerk/GF/DW
12) Planning . To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	23/02800/FUL
	Land South East Of The Dairy Low Town*. Extension, of existing outbuilding structure  to create two dwellinghouses
	Application GRANTED
	See previous minutes for details

	23/02658/OUT
	Land South West Of Low Hall. Erection of self-build dwellinghouse 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/03542/OUT
	Roseworth Cottage,. Erection of two dwellings with associated access & parking
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details Longframlington 

	23/04186/FUL
	Badgers Home: Addition of Balcony on Existing Rear Single Storey Off-Shoot
	Permitted
	No Objection

	23/04165/FUL
	15 Harecross Park: Removal of existing conservatory, proposed rear extension, 
	Application
Registered
	Permitted

	23/04509/FUL
	18 Cairn Park Longframlington Single storey rear extension
	Application Registered
	Permitted

	24/00066/FUL
	New Moor House Longframlington Demolish and rebuild farm house.
	Application Registered
	No objection

	24/00277/FUL
	Wardle House Front Street Longframlington Single Storey Detached Garage
	Application Registered
	No objection

	24/00291/PRUTPO
	Chapel View Longframlington Northumberland NE65 8DZ. Tree Preservation Order.
	Application Registered
	The Parish Council recognises this application comes closely hard on the heels of the recent confirmation notice of the Northumberland County Council (Land to the North, East and South of
Embleton Hall) Tree Preservation Order 2023 (No4 of 2023).
The Parish Council has no objection to the application as long as the following conditions are met:
 That the application does not contravene any of the requirements as set down in the above order.
That the NCC Tree Preservation/Arboreal Officer gives consent to the work outlined and confirms
that this will be confined to that which is necessary and will not have any detrimental effect to the
condition of the trees so that they will be left in a condition to thrive.

	24/00010/FUL
	Land South Of 1 The Paddock Longframlington
Change of use of agricultural land to construction of stone boundary wall, internal stone wall, hedge and tree planting.
	Application Registered
	Extension requested (see Item 8 d) ii above)

	24/00061/FUL
	Land North Of Embleton Steads Falcon breeding facility 
	Application
Registered
	 LPC OBJECT to this application on the following grounds:
The site is in open countryside of a pastoral nature and includes housing outside the village boundary all of which will be clearly visible from the C106 which runs from the village on higher ground from the southeast of the site, altering the intrinsic nature of the area contrary to LNP1 and LNP2 of the Neighbourhood Plan.
The Parish Council also has major concerns about the security of these birds as they would cause major environmental damage should they be released either intentionally or by accident. Therefore, there would be a requirement for permanent 24hour security on site. This could not be provided by having a manager and family living some distance from the actual pens as they could not possibly respond in a timely manner on a 24/7 basis. Given the distance between the residence and the pens,  the day-to-day running could be easily managed from housing in the village, of which there is a plentiful supply.
 The Parish Council notes that there is already a large falcon breeding establishment at Canada Farm which has been greatly expanded in recent years. It feels another is not needed or viable and would increase the risk of unintentional release. 
All the birds are exported Saudi Arabia and due to the number involved, we question how suitable a habitat this is as they clearly do not thrive or breed well in that country.
Northumberland County Council has declared its aim to be carbon neutral. The carbon footprint of these businesses will be huge when all the transport to Saudi Arabia is counted.

	24/00416/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields; update engineering and landscaping plans
	Application
Registered
	24/00417/VARYCO


	*Previously recorded as North East of Dairy – Error on Planning Website.

13) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes internments. 
i. Elizabeth Leona Thorne (Plot 146) – Paid in Full
ii. Applications to purchase Burial Space: Barry Arthur Cooper & Miriam Anne Cooper, Longframlington residents. Paid in Full approved.
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance. None 
d) Cemetery Extension. See 16b

14) Action Plan –February 2024
a) Sports Courts and Playground – Inspect condition and record equipment at the sports ground 		   Action: DW
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Report 
a) Tree planting update. Trees from the Woodland Trust doing well. Currently in pots. Agreed to set up a nursery area on the waste land adjacent the cemetery extension and move the saplings when suitable.			     Action: DL
b) Preparation of cemetery extension land.  Agreed to weed kill the land with bio-friendly weed-killer and to monitor the drainage, when the land is less wet. May require additional drainage channel on the north side of the extension. 
											        Action: GF/DL/GC
c) Allotment 1 – Wild Flower area.   Neighbouring tenants have been given 1 month to remove any plants/items from the plot before bio-friendly weed-killing prior to developing the wildflower area with the guidance of Ian Lakey.	     Action: GF 
Main Issues 
16) Emergency Action Plan
a) Activation of Plan during Storm Isha.  The Plan was activated on 22 January and the Hall was opened up for anyone that needed to access the warm centre. This was published on the Parish and the Longframlington Village Facebook pages. There were some adverse comments published on the Longframlington Village page on the lack of response to the power cut by the PC. A short report had been placed in the FramNews which explained our notification procedures. It was agreed to ask the editorial team if a regular notice about the emergency plan could be placed in the FramNews and for a notice to be placed on the Parish Noticeboard and Webpage.					 Action: Clerk
b) Procurement of perishable foodstuffs for Emergency Grab Bag. Written confirmation from Carr’s Corner that they would provide perishable foodstuffs for the Parish Council  to purchase whenever the Longframlington Emergency Action Plan was activated during a village emergency had been received along with an emergency telephone contact number.
17) Any Urgent Business - None
18) Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 6th March 2024 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall

The meeting closed at 8.50.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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