	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		3rd January 2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 			Cllrs: Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, 
			Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW)
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT). PCSOs Peter Johnson (PJ), Sophie Young, One member of the public, 				Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.07 p.m.

1) [bookmark: _Hlk134090370]Apologies for Absence – Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Diane Lakey
2) Table Urgent Business. None
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report – PJ informed the meeting that there were no current issues to report regarding the Parish. However, the police were keen for people to enrol on the Northumbria Connected Website. He encouraged farmers, landowners and the public to look at the section on Farmwatch in particular. It was agreed to put the link to the website on the Parish Council webpage. 									 Action: Clerk GF  informed  the officers that we were experiencing quite a number of speeding vehicles along the Rothbury Road which currently had a 20-mph restriction. PJ said he would arrange for a mobile speed camera to be deployed. GF agreed to forward PJ data from the two VAS signs on the A697.								     Action: GF  

6) County Councillors Report 
a) Road drains along Sea View. These had become blocked and TT had reported this to NCC Highways. The drainage solution did not appear to be successful. TT said it was no good that after spending so much money on this, that Highways were not maintaining the drains.
b) Road to Old Swarland. TT was delighted that resurfacing work had completed on a section of the road. Concern was expressed that the resurfacing had not covered the concrete edging to the road and that the remaining sections of the road required resurfacing.
c) Broken kerbstones on east end of Church Streer. TT had reported this to Highways. Members asked that Highways contact the relevant Satnav companies to remove the bottom of Church Street as a through route for vehicles.  Action: TT
d) NCC Budget Meeting. To take place in February. The Council were hoping that budget cuts would not impact on front line services.
e) Planning. NCC were reviewing the Coastal Mitigation Scheme, to protect the coastline in order to ensure an effective use of the budget. Also, Planning was looking at tree planting agreements on new developments, to encourage the planting of smaller indigenous species.
f) Issues for Councillor Thorne concerning ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:  
i. Invitation to attend PC Meeting. Clerk had written to Glen Sanderson (GS) asking that he and RM attend the January or February meeting. GS had asked for details of the specific questions/issues we were pursuing. GF provided a comprehensive response which the Clerk had sent to GS and again asking him to attend the Jan/Feb meeting. A response was still awaited.
ii. Outcomes of the discussions on the New School.  TT was asked if he had made any progress on gaining a written statement from GS concerning the outcomes of the discussions between the Council and NCC. TT had spoken with GS who had agreed to put his response in writing, confirming the time period that the Hall Hill site would be reserved for a new school build, but this had not as yet materialised. TT was also asked to ensure that in his response GS would make clear when the school feasibility study would take place.					      Action: TT
iii.  Planning & Enforcement Matters. In the response to GS’s request for further information, a request was made for an update on what was happening regarding the installation of the pavement and street lighting on the Alnwick Fords Road. A request had now been received from Robert Wilson (RW), the current Enforcement Officer, asking for the detail of the associated planning applications. Members were extremely concerned that the information he was asking for had already been provided to NCC in great detail, and the fact that this has not been made available to the Enforcement Officer was quite unacceptable and that it was unreasonable for him to request that we provide this yet again.  Members wanted planning conditions upheld or evidence from Planning, the reasons why planning conditions had been changed.
In the email to GS, the PC had requested an update on the progress to install speed reduction highways alterations which were the agreed alternative to the Cussins Planning application condition with respect to the two bus stops. In his email, RW also asked for the planning application details concerning this. GF explained to TT that our request was about when the agreed alternative highways work was to start, as we had not heard anything about this. 
iv. Highways. Work on the re-siting of the chicane of the Rothbury Road and the traffic calming measures on A697/Rothbury Rd were being held up because the new Appyway system had still not been formally approved  This should have come into force in December.  The PC had already paid their contribution to NCC for this work some time ago.
	TT agreed to take up these matters with NCC. Clerk to forward the relevant emails to TT.	          Action: TT/Clerk
					
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN Seconded DW, All in Favour.)

Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Councillor Vacancies  No applications received to date. Agreed to publicise the vacancies in the next FramNews report. Members were asked to encourage people to apply.					            Action: DW/ALL
b) Website: 
i. Longframlington Welcome Booklet. Ongoing
ii. Community Engagement. Ongoing
c) Procurement of perishable foodstuffs – Emergency Grab bag. Clerk had asked Carr’s Corner again for written confirmation, but still waiting for this.								 Action: Clerk
d) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:. See items 6 above.
i. Planning & Enforcement Matters. See Item 6 (f) (iii)above
ii. Highways. See Item 6 (f) (iv)above.
The footpath on the A697 from the village to the junction to High Weldon had become overgrown and dangerous. Agreed for this to be reported to Highways.							Action: Clerk
iii. Ecology. Clerk had written to Graham Bucknall asking what plans Highways had for the conservation/replanting of trees along the A697 South to Weldon Bridge. Apparently the only time Highways would ever ask for any maintenance on existing trees would be if they were causing a hazard to either motorists or pedestrians. GB believed this to be a Planning matter and had passed our request on to the tree officer’s line manager. A response was still awaited.
iv. School Community Project. See item 6 (f) (ii) above.
e) Longframlington Parish Map.  GF to ask Simon Hadden if the Memorial Hall would be willing to display the map prior to any conservation or framing work  being undertaken. If this was not possible enquiries would be made on how to conserve the map to history. 									     Action: GF
f) GDPR Policies and Internal Policy and Procedures – Update.  Further revisions had been made and GF had undertaken a proof reading. GF/Clerk had finalised amendments. Copies of all procedures to be formatted to PDF, forwarded to members and published on the Parish Webpage. It was agreed to purchase x2 password protected hard drives and x3 password protected USBs to ensure protection of data in transfer, storage and backup.	                                    Action: Clerk
g) Guidance with respect to tendering, procurement and the revision of the threshold levels for quotations – Update.  No response had been received from NALC. To be removed from Agenda until information received.		 Action: Clerk
h) Hall heating. Clerk had written to the Hall regarding the lack of heating at the last meeting. They had apologised profusely and would endeavour to see this does not happen again.

9) Finance
a) 2023/24 Local Government Services Pay Agreement.  The members were informed that the National Pay Award had been  agreed in November 2023. The Clerk was currently on SCP11 and the hourly rate had increased from £12.50  to £13.50. The rise and backdated pay to April 2023 was reflected in the salary payment below.

b) Notification of receipts in the month of December. Approved.
	21/12/2023
	Rhodes (On behalf D Carr)
	Carr Plot 7a Allotment  Half
	11.00

	20/12/2023
	Bruce KG
	Bruce 16 a Allotment & Water Half
	16.45

	20/12/2023
	D Proctor
	Proctor 17 a  Allotment & Water Half
	16.45

	20/12/2023
	C Brennan
	Brennan 11b Allotment & Water Half
	16.45

	20/12/2023
	T Marrison
	Marrison 17b Allotment & Water Half
	16.45

	20/12/2023
	Laidler M C 
	Laidler 9 Allotment & Water Full
	32.91

	27/12/2023
	Coralie Forbes
	Forbes Plot 1b Allotment  Half
	11.00

	27/12/2023
	Gilberts R&G
	Gilbertson Plot 1b Allotment  Half
	11.00

	27/12/2023
	P Hayles
	Hayles 14 Allotment & Water Full
	32.91

	28/12/2023
	Hedquist-Hall 
	Gilbertson Plot 6b Allotment  Half
	11.00

	29/12/2023
	Phillipe Parkin
	Parkin 13 Allotment & Water Full
	32.91

	22/12/2023
	O & D Burleigh
	Burleigh 12 Allotment & Water Full
	32.91

	05/12/2023
	Barclays
	A/c 30586455 Interest 06Apr - 5 Jun 23
	90.69

	
	
	Total
	332.13



c) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the month of December. Approved.
	21/12/2023
	WAVE/Anglian Water
	Water Charges Cemetery
	19.16

	02/01/2023
	WAVE/Anglian Water
	Water Charges Allotments
	76.25

	31/12/2023
	Rural Building Supplies (NE) Ltd
	Round Fence Posts x 30 
	180.00

	31/12/2023
	IT-Smith Support Ltd
	Repair laptop keyboard error
	40.00

	31/12/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	194.80

	31/12/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	781.35

	19/12/2023
	British Gas A/C 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	20.55

	
	
	Total
	1312.11



d) Requests for donations. None

e) Bank Reconciliation at 31st December 2023. Approved.
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 31st December 2023
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	Community account
	
	22072.23

	as at 22nd December 2023
	Business Saver
	
	36238.12

	
	
	
	
	58310.35

	Less unpresented payments
	02/01/2023
	WAVE/Anglian Water
	76.25
	

	
	31/12/2023
	RBS(NE) Ltd
	180.00
	

	
	31/12/2023
	IT-Smith Support Ltd
	40.00
	

	
	31/12/2023
	HMRC
	194.80
	

	
	31/12/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	781.35
	

	 
	
	
	
	-1272.40

	Uncredited Deposits 
	27/12/2023
	Coralie Forbes
	11.00
	

	
	27/12/2023
	Gilberts R&G
	11.00
	

	
	27/12/2023
	P Hayles
	32.91
	

	
	28/12/2023
	Hedquist-Hall 
	11.00
	

	
	29/12/2023
	Phillipe Parkin
	32.91
	

	
	22/12/2023
	O & D Burleigh
	32.91
	

	
	
	
	
	131.73

	Balance
	
	
	
	57169.68

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	57169.68



f) Agree Budget and set Precept 2024/25. The Budget was approved and the Precept of £10,000 (same as current year) was agreed (proposed DW, seconded GN, All in Favour). The indicative tax base (based on properties at Band D after removing those exempted) had increased this year from 584.68 to 624.15, presumably due to an increase in the number of properties in the village. This had therefore reduced the individual charge by 6.32% reducing the Band D payment from £17.10 to £16.02 per household.	 							 Action: Clerk

10) Allotments
a) Management 
i. Allotment invoices, water charges, consent to hold personal information and any other information. The letters had been sent out and tenants required to pay their fees by 31st January. Payments were coming in, but not everyone was returning the completed GDPR Personal Information request form. This would need to be reviewed after the closing date for payments.
b) Maintenance 
i. Repairs to netting on fence at SW corner of allotments/dog walking field.  This work was still outstanding due to the wet conditions. Clerk was asked to contact the contractor to request the remaining hedging around the allotments to be cut back. 									 Action: Clerk

11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  No issues to report.
b) ‘No Dogs’ Signs on Tank Turn. The final draft was approved  for printing.				Action: Clerk
c) Standing Water on Playground and Playing Field.  Drainage channels to be dug around the picnic tables. It was agreed to maintain a watching brief on this matter.						              Action: GF/DW
d) Two diseased trees to be removed on Playing Field on advice from the NCC tree officer. £,2000 had been set aside in the budget for this work. Trees to be removed at a suitable time during then year.		     		     Action: GF

12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk135130444]23/02800/FUL
	Land North East Of The Dairy Low Town. Extension, of existing outbuilding structure  to create two dwellinghouses
	Application Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	23/02658/OUT
	Land South West Of Low Hall. Erection of self-build dwellinghouse 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/03542/OUT
	Roseworth Cottage,. Erection of two dwellings with associated access & parking
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details Longframlington 

	23/03928/FUL
	Land West Of Longframlington Telephone Exchange Erection of new self-build house
	Application Refused
	See previous minutes for details

	23/04186/FUL
	Badgers Home: Addition of Balcony on Existing Rear Single Storey Off-Shoot
	Application
Registered
	No Objection

	23/04165/FUL
	15 Harecross Park: Removal of existing conservatory, proposed rear extension, 
	Application
Registered
	No Objection

	23/04509/FUL
	18 Cairn Park Longframlington Single storey rear extension
	Application Registered
	No objection



b) Planning enforcement regarding condition of pavement at West Road Garage site. Still awaiting a response from the enforcement officer.	
13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance. None
d) Cemetery Extension. Still awaiting confirmation from the solicitor regrading the approval of the consecration.

14) Action Plan 
a) Review Cemetery Charges. Agreed to maintain the current charges for the forthcoming year 2024.
b) Front Street Planter tubs – to check if current local resident is willing to continue to maintain the tubs.	   Action: DW
c) 3 additional grass cuts – Request NCC for quote for the next year. Clerk had written to ask for this but officer currently on leave.
d) Annual Insurance – review and obtain quotes.							 Action: Clerk
e) FramNews Report Items to include
i. Cllr vacancies
ii. Budget & Precept
iii. TPO success						  			   	   Action: DW

15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Report.  No report as DL was not in attendance

Main Issues 
16) Town and Parish Council Spring Conference Thursday 14th March  2024 at County Hall. More details to be circulated when available.
17) Any Urgent Business – None

18) Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 7th February 2024 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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