Harbottle Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 13th May 2024
At The Star Inn


Present:   Cllrs. S. Bolam (Vice Chairman),  S. Kenny ( Chairman), J. Ormston,
 A. Stripp,  


1. Apologies for absence:  Cllr S. Wardlaw

2. Declarations of Interest:  None
 
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2024 were approved.

4. Matters arising
	A response was received from NCC Highways to the letter from the Parish Council about the state of the roads in the parish, indicating that an improvement  scheme was being drawn up.    It is now learnt that this was not approved by the Council when considering works for the current year.

5. Finance:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	1. The End of Year Accounts for 2023-24 were approved together with the Annual Governance Statement, Risk Register and Asset Register.    It was agreed that the remainder of the Northern Powergrid Foundation Fund should be earmarked as an Emergency Support Fund (ESF) and used to maintain the equipment purchased together with support for the community in times of emergencies.     It was agreed to ask Elaine Young if she would be prepared to audit the annual accounts again.
	2. The Certificate of Exemption was agreed and signed.
	3. Noted General Fund (GF) balance: £3,869.33;  ESF balance: £2,053.57
	4. Income received from 1st April: 
 Precept: £750.00;     VAT return: £2,132.89 
	5. Invoices agreed and paid since 1st April :  
D. Young, electrical connection for the Sharperton defibrillator: £124.71 (ESF)
P. Barton: replacement battery and trickle charger for generator: £320.40 (ESF)
	6. Invoices agreed at this meeting to be paid from the General Fund:
Zurich Insurance:  £268.39
NALC:  £167.55
S. Bolam, ink for printer: £22.66
 
6. Generator
	It was reported that the generator had required a replacement battery as it had not been operated regularly enough.    It was further recommended that a trickle charger be installed to prevent this happening again.


7. Defibrillator access
	After consultation it was agreed that the codes to access the defibrillators remain as they are and readily available. 

8. D-Day 80th Anniversary
	AS reported that some large Remembrance poppies had been purchased by an anonymous benefactor.     These to be displayed in Harbottle village to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings.    It was also agreed to have a beacon bonfire in the old Cricket Field, together with rockets and pizza from the Star, to start at 9.0 p.m. on Thursday 6th June.    Open to all in the parish.   The cost to be met by the Parish Council with spectators asked to bring their own drink.

8. Any Other Business
	The letter to patients of the Rothbury Practice concerning the future of Harbottle surgery was noted and it was agreed to discuss at the next PC meeting.

9. Date of Next Meeting:    
Monday 24th June 2024








Chairman
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