

GREENHEAD PARISH COUNCIL


ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
22nd May 2024
Draft Minutes
Time 6.30pm
Present: Cllr B Mason and clerk Susan Saunders – other members were excused from attending.
Cllr A Sharp – County and 3 members of the public.

1 Chairman’s welcome & report
This has been a busy year for the depleted Parish Council and, I would like to begin by thanking all the committee members for their committed hard work.
Thanks also to Alan Sharp and Susan Saunders who, in their respective roles, have helped to oil the wheels of communication between us and NCC, and generally facilitate the smooth running of the Parish Council. 
Following a public meeting, it was decided not to proceed with the Wetlands Project, as, among other objections, the cost to the council tax payers in the parish could have been considerable.
A new notice board has been purchased for Bankfoot, and awaits erection.
An oak fingerpost has also been designed and purchased. It will be sited on the grass near the war memorial, and will commemorate the Coronation of King Charles III.
Speaking of the war memorial, this has been made safe and cleaned, and thanks go to Gary Simpson who did the work at very little cost to the Parish Council.
Other projects completed include, a plaque on a bench to commemorate the life of Eddie Rimmer, two EV charging points up and running, the mending of the damaged bridge railings, and the erection of many road signs warning lorries about the low bridge at Gilsland.
Following consultations with Neil Snowden at NCC, there will soon be double yellow lines at various key points in the village, and the extension of the double white lines on the road down the hill into the village.
I will end by repeating a request for anyone interested, to contact me about becoming a member of the Parish Council. We are still below strength.

2 Clerks Report / Finance
•	The precept was £8800 and will increase to £9240 for 2024-2025
•	Grants were issued totalling £350.00:
S137	313	£9.93	£3,108.09
Detail		23-24	
GNAA		100	
CAB		50	
Age UK	50	
Tynedale Hospice at Home	100	
B Legion	50	
		350	

•	VAT of £237.33 was receive for 2022-2023 and VAT of £364.83 was claimed.
•	The Burial Committee calculation for the levy is based on the Band D Calculator provided by NCC. The amount charged for 23-24 was £2366.48 and the amount for 24-25 is £2366.49.
•	It was agreed that there should be a £1000 reserve for unexpected repairs and £500 in contingency moving forward.
•	A new notice board was purchased for Bank Foot at a cost of £475.48.
•	Bank Charges were £110 which is £8 per month and £1 per cheque.
•	2 lots of play bark were purchased in an effort to cover the mats under the swings to prevent a tripping hazard.

The council was asked if the accounts could also be part of the report in future. This was agreed and also pointed out that they are on the website too.
3 Minutes of previous meeting Monday 22nd May 2023 
The minutes were approved.
4 Matters arising from the floor – a number of matters were discussed.
· Concern was raised about the yellow line consultation and parking for access to the village hall. It was explained that the lines are only to be placed on the corners of the road where, legally, no-one should park anyway. If there are disabled drivers, they should have a blue badge to be able to park closer to the village hall.
· The council were asked if the wetlands land had been turned down. Cllr Mason confirmed it had and that the council would be prepared to pay for a plaque should the owners wish for one.
· Siting of the wood finger post was discussed. It is to be placed on the triangular piece of grass by the war memorial. Quotes are still being sought but the council have received a contribution from Cllr Sharp capital fund. Cllr Mason reminded everyone that the acquisition of the post was a response to a request made at the last APM.
· A style on the Glenwhelt & Thirlwall footpath was reported as damaged. Avice was given to use the Northumberland County Council’s ‘Fix My Street’ reporting tool. 
· Concern was expressed about sewage ending up in the burn when there is flooding. This is not a parish issue but, Cllr Sharp offered to take this up with county.
· Concern was expressed about cyclists continually using the road instead of the designated footpath coming in and out of the village on Glenwhelt Bank.
5 Any Other Business – business.
The meeting concluded at7pm.
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