	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		3rd July 2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe(GA), Andrew Gawn (AG), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Dave Wellden.
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.02 p.m. 

1) Apologies for Absence – Gillian Nelless (GN). The members asked that their good wishes be sent to Gillian and Melanie.
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 18 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk170724858]Reviews of polling districts, polling places and polling stations
3) Declaration of Interests – None.  
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None. 
5) Community Police Report- June 3rd - July 1st, 2024  There had been no crimes or reports of anti-social behaviour reported that had a wider community impact. The Community Speed Watch had been re-introduced. It empowered communities to take charge on issues or concerns regarding speeding in their local villages. Volunteers were needed. Contact details: citizensinpolicing@northumbria.police.uk
6) County Councillors Report – TT presented the following report:
a) New Chair of the County Council: John Beynon
b) Successful events included:
i. The County Council’s Local Heroes event 7th June 2024  which recognised people who had gone above and beyond to improve the lives of others in their local areas.
ii. LOVE Northumberland Awards. Winners were presented with their awards by the Duchess of Northumberland at an event at the Alnwick Garden on Thursday, 13 June, 2024.   
iii. Shilbottle D-Day Celebration gained first prize for their event.
c) Economically The County Council were doing fairly well.
d) Front Line Services:
i. Grass cutting: Problems across the county due to the unprecedented amounts of rain. Local Services were getting on top of the situation.  Weed spraying was well underway. Reported that Harecross Park had not been sprayed. 
ii. New Leisure centres now up and running in Berwick, Morpeth and Ponteland.
iii. Housing. The target for 1000 new affordable homes had been broken with over 2000 homes built.
iv. Members Small Scheme. TT had agreed the following grants for the following:
· £10k - New acoustic system in the Longframlington Memorial Hall.
· £5k – New gates for the Commonwealth Graves Cemetery at the corner of the Village Green.
· £10k – to support the Shilbottle Parish Council to re-establish the Shilbottle Post Office.
· £10 - Enhancing the Gateway to Longframlington. This work would be mainly concerned with the conservation and planting of the avenue of trees along the A697 from Weldon Bridge to Longframlington. This work would be conducted between now and May2025. (See Item 8d).		
e) Integration of the Village. TT encouraged the PC to make efforts to make more integration between existing and new areas of the Parish. Members said that there was already much being done but that that the lack of sufficient and connective infrastructure in the village, caused by poor planning, was the root cause of the slow integration.
f) Equestrian Centre at Alnwick Fords. TT had received a complaint from a resident concerning horse boxes travelling to the centre via A697, some of which were travelling at high speed and early in the morning. It had been a condition of the planning application that horse boxes enter the centre from the A1. This too had its issues, due to the problems of poor sightlines at Alnwick Fords. TT had written to NCC Planning on this matter.
g) Wild Orchids. TT confirmed that the desighnated area to protect wild orchids from mowing at the junction of the A1/Newton-on-the-Moor road had been extended. He had requested signs to be erected to inform people.
h) Wildflower Areas. Cllr Thorne had enjoyed the wild flower areas in the village.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 5th June 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded GA, All in Favour.)
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Website: 
i. Longframlington Welcome Booklet. GA had undertaken revisions to the booklet which had been distributed to members for their comments.								     Action: All
ii. Community Engagement. Ongoing
DW arrived 7.28 p.m.
b) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council (NCC) departments  Planning were now the only department not to have responded to outstanding issues. The issues yet to be resolved were:
i. Planning Application 24/00010/FUL Land South Of 1 The Paddock (see Item 12).
ii. Installation of the pavement and street lighting on the Alnwick Fords Road..
iii. Traffic calming measures: Cussins Developments & proposed alternatives to the condition to install two bus stops.
It was agreed to send a letter to GS to apologise for wasting his time,  which was due to his officers not appearing to take his instructions seriously and not doing what had been agreed.					     Action: GF 
c) Longframlington Parish Maps Whilst the Chair of the Memorial Hall was enthusiastic about displaying the maps in the hall, the proposal had been rejected by the committee. The members expressed their extreme disappointed and surprise at the committee’s lack of interest in the history of the village. A number of alternative suggestions were discussed:
i. To photograph the maps and deeds and gain professional advice/quotations for printing 	         
ii. To ask St Mary’s Church if they would be willing to display the maps/deeds
iii. To make copies and display at various points around the village.
iv. To obtain conservation advice from Northumbria University 
Cllr Thorne offered to pay for the framing of the documents. It was agreed in the first instance to photograph the maps and deeds and gain professional advice/quotations for printing and conservation.	                              Action: GF/clerk
d) [bookmark: _Hlk171423857]Parish Council Tree Works.  Two quotations for the work to remove the diseased trees had been received. However, permission would need to be granted by NCC for the work to go ahead. Traffic management would need to be installed whilst the work was carried out. Agreed to write to NCC to ask permission and ask that they pay for the traffic management, as the work itself was to be funded from the Members Small Scheme and the Parish Council. TT asked that the remaining money from the Members Small Scheme be used following the removal of the dead/diseased trees for replanting and the ongoing management of the remaining trees.					Action: Clerk
TT left at 7.48 p.m.
e) End of School Year Party 2024 .  Fund raising for the party has raised 1015.00 towards cost of inflatable hire.
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Residents/Parents Donation Party in Park
	1015.00
	Booking fee for inflatables
	281.00

	LPC Contribution
	499.00
	Balance
	1233.00

	Total
	1514.00
	
	1514.00




  

	The Chair commended the sterling work of the event organisers.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of June.  Approved.
	03/06/2024
	Barclays
	Interest Premium A/C 30586455
	173.46

	31/05/2024
	WM Purves
	Marjorie Dunford burial fee
	200.00

	17/06/2024
	Gail Graham
	Residents/Parents Donation Party in Park
	1015.00

	13/06/2024
	Co-op Funeral Care
	Memorial Fee Winifred Kelly Plot 176
	100.00

	27/06/2024
	J.W. Peters
	Burial Fee Robin Rochester Plot 90a
	200.00

	
	
	Total
	1688.46



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of June. Approved.
	05/06/2024
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance May
	337.00

	20/06/2024
	Wave 
	Water charges Cemetery
	21.69

	06/06/2024
	Graham Fremlin 
	Tennis Post Winder - Net World Sports
	108.79

	17/06/2024
	A1 Event Hire Ltd 
	Balance Inflatable Hire
	1233.00

	19/06/2024
	Garth Rhodes 
	Cartridge People - Imaging Drum & Toner
	95.80

	01/07/2024
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	103.00

	01/07/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	425.02

	18/06/2024
	British Gas 
	Electricity Sportscourt
	22.82

	27/06/2024
	Wave 
	Water charges Allotments 09/12/23-08/06/2024
	46.68

	01/07/2024
	SWARCO
	VM20575 VAS Sign Maintenance Contract
	349.16

	
	
	Total
	2742.96



c) Requests for donations. Citizens Advice Northumberland.  A proposal for a donation of £100 was made (proposed DL, seconded DW) and an amendment that the donation be raised to £200 (proposed GA, seconded AG). The amendment was unanimously carried.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 1st July 2024. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 25th June 2024
	£

	
	Community account
	
	
	11826.00

	
	Business Saver
	
	
	46555.73

	
	
	
	
	58381.73

	Less unpresented payments
	01/07/2024
	HMRC 
	103.00
	

	
	01/07/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	425.02
	

	
	27/06/2024
	Wave 
	46.68
	

	 
	01/07/2024
	SWARCO
	349.16
	923.86

	
	
	
	
	

	Uncredited Deposits 
	13/06/2024
	Co-op Funeral Care
	100.00
	

	
	27/06/2024
	J.W. Peters
	200.00
	300.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	57757.87

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	57757.87



e) To consider taking out cyber breach insurance. It was agreed that as the PC had adequate IT security in place, that no further action was required. 
10) Allotments
a) Management. The allotment inspection had been carried out. Several plots were not in a good state, mostly due to the unprecedented wet weather. For most of the plots, the allotments officer just needed a quiet word. There were two allotments that needed significant work and it was agreed to send letters to these tenants.                          Action: GF/Clerk 
b) Maintenance.  One of the water taps had broken and was to be replaced. Agreed that this be replaced by a tap without locking mechanism as tenants were not locking the current taps and this type was more robust. On one allotment its adjoining wall had ivy growing which was affecting the adjacent property. The ivy had been removed.  The maintenance contractor be asked to remove the cuttings and weed kill the remaining roots.			 	     Action: GF
c) Review and revise allotments regulations and check on issues from allotment holders.			     Action: All
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  No issues to report. A letter of explanation had been sent to the resident who had complained about the state of the rills/ditches. They had replied to ask whether the playground was regularly, checked and by an outside body and also risk assessed. This had been confirmed. They were told that if they wished to see the documentation they should do this through a FOI request for which there would be a charge for copies.
b) Review Playground / Sportscourt –Review and Inspect following RoSPA inspection.  RoSPA report not yet received.
c) Grasscutting issues  Due to the wet weather and condition of the field, NCC had been unable to complete mowing as the machinery got bogged down. The Clerk had contacted them to ask what they could do. They had come out and had been able to complete the mowing. They suggested that there would not be a great number of cuttings left. However, this was not the case and the field was now covered with a good depth of cuttings, which were acting as an enricher for the new grass, making the field almost impossible to be used for play etc. and looked very unsightly. The PC had  received messages of concern and there had been posts put on the village Facebook pages. It was agreed to get the drainage checked and ask the PC grounds maintenance contractor if he could remove the cuttings.	           Action: GF/Clerk
d) Consideration of alternative to bark chippings.  Kompan had advised that it would be extremely expensive to replace the chippings which were in fact the safest option currently available. Agreed to wait for RoSPA report to ascertain whether additional chippings were required.
e) Pruning of hedging around tank turn. Mostly completed. Additional plants to be placed where current plants had not thrived.											    Action: GA
f) Summer activity programme for young people. Two afternoon events had been agreed; one for high school ages on 1st August and one for middle school aged young people on 21st August. To date there was not a great deal of response as to whether young people would attend. It was agreed to go ahead with the events and judge their outcome at the next meeting. 											     Action: DL
g) Diseased Trees  The two diseased trees had been inspected by two tree surgeon companies. Both had advised that the tree with ash die back should be felled but the tree with honey fungus could be left at the present time as it had a healthy canopy. The two quotations were considered and the quote from Longstaff was accepted on its fiscal merits. It was agreed that the Tree Fella, the unsuccessful bidder, would be considered for future tree conservation work.	 Action: Clerk
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.	
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk171420561]24/00010/FUL
	Land South Of 1 The Paddock Longframlington
Change of use of agricultural land to construction of stone boundary wall, internal stone wall, hedge and tree planting.
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/00061/FUL
	Land North Of Embleton Steads. Falcon breeding facility 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00416/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields; update engineering and landscaping plans
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00417/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields update engineering and landscaping plans 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00440/VARYCO
	Westroad Garage Rothbury Road 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00679/FUL
	Land East Of North End Farm Longframlington 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  


	24/01391/FUL
	Roseburn Longframlington. Rear extension to kitchen and addition of dormer windows
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/01447/LBC
	Northern Farmhouse Low Town Listed building consent - removal of porch,  new back door & internal alterations 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  


b) 24/00061/FUL: Land North Of Embleton Steads. Falcon breeding facility. Whilst the application was permitted, the building of a permanent house for the manager had not been agreed as it was not a suitable place for housing. Instead, a temporary house could be built but would need to be removed within 3 years. However, the pens could remain. The argument for the need of the house was with regard to the security of the birds. Members were baffled by the incongruence of this decision.
c) 24/00010/FUL: Land South Of 1 The Paddock Longframlington. Whilst the planning decision noted the PCs concern over the misinterpretation in the detail of the evidence presented in the new application, the decision to grant the application had gone ahead based on the ‘merits’ of the application. Members were concerned that this decision sent out a message that individuals and developers could do whatever they wanted with regards to planning and this put the value of the whole planning process into question. Sadly, the PC had no alternative than to accept the decision as the cost to the public purse in taking this through the complaints procedure and judicial review was too great to be justified.
13) 	Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. Robin Rochester Plot 90a Row 4 (Paid in Full).
b) Memorial applications. Winifred Kelly Plot 176 Row 9 (Paid in Full). Approved.
c) Maintenance.  Moles again in cemetery. Awaiting pest control to return call.
d) Cemetery Extension.  The solicitor had now returned the corrected documentation and GF was waiting a call from them to proceed with arrangements for the consecration of the land.					     Action: GF
14) Action Plan – June 2024 (not already included in agenda)
a) Village Christmas tree – Source and order tree for village.						     Action: GF
b) FramNews Report  Items agreed:
i. Introduce AG
ii. Cllr Vacancy
iii. Problems with waterlogged field/mowing
iv. Wildflower areas
v. Summer Sports Activity Programme
vi. No meeting in August but PC fully operational over the summer
vii. LEAP										   Action: AG
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change
a) Wildflower areas were becoming established. Some areas had been waterlogged and would require reseeding. The cemetery extension had been most difficult and had been seeded in stages due to the weather. A lot of thistles were growing in it and it was agreed to look into a suitable herbicide to deal with them. New signage for wildflower areas was in production.
b) All the trees for planting were doing well and would be planted in the autumn. Tree guards will need to be purchased in advance.
c) Clerk to ask Andrea Munro whether or not the hydrangeas were to be planted on the south perimeter of the cemetery extension.										Action: Clerk
d) Tree works on A697 to be included within the Biodiversity Action Plan.				     Action: DL
16) Definitive Modification Order: Byway Open to All Traffic No 30 in the Parish of Longframlington.  A letter from NCC had been received regarding their omission to consult on this matter. The PC had to respond by 27th June. A reply had been submitted to say LPC had no further information to bring forward and had no objections to the proposal.  
17) To pass a resolution to sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge and to adopt the revised Local Government Association Model Councillor Code of Conduct 2020.  The members agreed to adopt both the Pledge and Code of Conduct (proposed DL, seconded DW, All in Favour).
18) Any Urgent Business - To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above.
a) Reviews of polling districts, polling places and polling stations. The members received the notice and agreed that as no changes were proposed for Longframlington that no further action need be taken.
19) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 4th September 2024 at 7.00 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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