	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		5th June 2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe(GA), Andrew Gawn (AG), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden.
In attendance:		Two members of the public, Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.
1) [bookmark: _Hlk134090370]Apologies for Absence  None
2) Table Urgent Business None
3) Declaration of Interests  None
4) Gifts & Hospitality  None 
5) Community Police Report  The report was received. There were no crimes that had a wider community impact during period 5th April - 3rd June, 2024. The report also included the regular guidance for the public. It was agreed to post on Facebook the information regarding the reintroduction of the Community Speed Watch scheme.			               Action: GF/GA
6) County Councillors Report. None
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting . The minutes of the meeting held 8th May 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded GN, All in Favour.)
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement.  GA had reviewed the existing Welcome Booklet which needed significant revisions, particularly regarding the information on local businesses and services. Agreed to circulate existing booklet to members for them to provide comments/suggestions to GA. 	               Action: GA/All
b) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments: Report from the meeting with Cllr Glen Sanderson and Rob Murfin. The remaining outstanding issues were all concerned with Planning and still awaited The issue regarding No1 the Paddock was to be discussed under Item 12 a). Rob Murfin had instructed the planning officer to communicate with the PC on this matter, but this had not as yet happened,
c) Longframlington Parish Map.  Simon Hadden, Chair of LMH committee was very enthusiastic about displaying the maps and information in the Hall. The LMH committee was to meet in two weeks’ time when this matter was to be discussed. The 3rd map had not come to light.
d) Trees on A697 between Longframlington and Weldon Bridge. GF to meet a tree consultant on 07/06/2024. Agreed also to gain advice/quotes from two other companies.					                             Action: GF/Clerk
e) End of school year party 2024. The deposit for the inflatables had been paid and the total cost of hire was £1124.00 net.  The LPC element of the cost would be £499. The party organisers were busy fundraising for the remainder and had met the target to meet the balance for the hire costs. Any further monies raised would be used towards payment for any other additional costs for the event.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of May. None
b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of May. Approved.
	09/05/2024
	A1 Event Hire Ltd (4471)
	Booking fee for inflatables
	281.00

	14/05/2023
	G Rhodes (reimbursement)
	Bright Seeds: Wildflower seeds 2 x 1kg
	246.37

	30/05/2025
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	111.60

	30/05/2025
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	455.99

	15/05/2024
	British Gas 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	20.17

	
	
	Total
	1115.13



c) Requests for donations. None.

d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st May 2024. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 24th May 2024
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	12997.69

	
	Business Saver
	
	46382.27

	
	
	
	
	59379.96

	Less unpresented payments
	30/05/2025
	HMRC 
	111.60
	

	
	30/05/2025
	Garth Rhodes
	455.99
	

	 
	 
	
	
	567.59

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	58812.37

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	58812.37




10) Allotments
a) Management.  One enquiry for the vacant half-plot. Awaiting further information from applicant. 		 Action: Clerk
b) Maintenance. Most of the plots were doing well but there were a small number that needed attention. This would be picked up at the forthcoming inspection.	

11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  An email from a resident requesting that the rills/ditches in the playground be filled, as in their view they were a health and safety hazard had been received. The Members acknowledged that due to the very unique wet conditions this year, the grass in the rills/ditches had not been cut at the scheduled time and had grown long in a very short period. It was noted that the playground was designed by an expert playground designer who at the time consulted with the young people of the village to incorporate their views and ideas. The rills/ditches and the mound were specifically included in the design to offer children the opportunity to experience adventure and take risk within a safe environment, which was widely recognised as an important aspect of children's play.  A further element of importance of the rills/ditches was to drain the playground. This had been especially important in this very wet year. It was also noted that it was the responsibility of parents and guardians to supervise their children when using the playground. Notices to this effect were posted in the park. The Council unanimously agreed that the rills/ditches would remain. However, due to the effects of climate change it was agreed that more careful close monitoring of the grass length in the area would need to take place and that extra grass cuts should be scheduled when required.  Clerk to write to the resident. No further issues were identified from the inspections.				Action: Clerk
b) [bookmark: _Hlk168577144]Preparation for RoSPA inspection. GF had cleared the weed and debris off the sportscourt. This to be monitored more closely during inspections and cleaned up when necessary. DW/GF had agreed that the best solution for the repairs to the tennis nets was to replace the winder mechanism. This had been purchased and to be fitted the following day.								             			              Action: GF/DW
c) Possible replacement of bark chippings around play equipment. GF/DW were to meet on site with the representative from Kompan to discuss this matter on the following day. 					              Action: GF/DW
d) Pruning of hedging around tank turn.  The weather had delayed this. GA agreed to do this as soon as possible.  Action: GA

12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	24/00010/FUL
	Land South Of 1 The Paddock Longframlington
Change of use of agricultural land to construction of stone boundary wall, internal stone wall, hedge and tree planting.
	Application Registered
	An extension until 21st June had been agreed by NCC Planning  to enable the PC to consider the new application. This documentation was again flawed with inaccuracies in both the application and plans ( including omission to show original hedging on plan).  This application had now become so complex and confused ,due in part to the inability of NCC Planning Dept to identify and correct the errors, that the PC were in an invidious  position and unable to make a decision upon the application due to the inaccuracy of the documentation. It was agreed that GF speak to Head of Planning, following which members would be consulted in order, if at all possible, to make comment by 21st June or agree further action.

	24/00061/FUL
	Land North Of Embleton Steads. Falcon breeding facility 
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00416/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields; update engineering and landscaping plans
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00417/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields update engineering and landscaping plans 
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00440/VARYCO
	Westroad Garage Rothbury Road 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00679/FUL
	Land East Of North End Farm Longframlington 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details  


	24/01391/FUL
	Roseburn Longframlington. Rear extension to kitchen and addition of dormer windows
	Application Registered
	No Objection

	24/01447/LBC
	Northern Farmhouse Low Town Listed building consent - removal of porch,  new back door & internal alterations 
	Application Registered
	No Objection



13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance. The Clerk had suggested the Council may wish to consider planting trees along the side of the southern fence at the top end of the existing cemetery. This would break up the view to and from the new housing developments and give more seclusion to the cemetery, improve biodiversity and may help reduce the amount of run-off from Thompson’s field. As this area was designated for non-Christian burials this would not be possible.
d) Cemetery Extension. The solicitor had returned the revised documentation. The identification numbers of the plans were still incorrect. The solicitor had been asked  to rectify this after which the completion of the request for the Consecration would be able to go ahead.
14) Action Plan – June 2023: 
a) Review Action Plan A number of minor typographical errors were amended and the Plan was agreed for the forthcoming year.											 Action: Clerk
b) Allotments – carry out inspections.							               Action: GF/AG
c) Village Inspection – check hedges, trees and weeds for report to NCC. Submit comment to Clerk.	           Action: All/Clerk
d) Pension Auto-enrolment. Completed. Clerk had again opted not to join the pension scheme.
e) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan Meeting – Revisions already made during the year so there was no need for a meeting. Agreed to replace existing out of date tea/coffee/dried milk at the start of the winter with smaller quantities of these so they would be immediately available during an emergency. These items to be donated to a food bank at the end of winter and before use-by-date. LEAP to be amended to reflect this.				 Action: Clerk
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee.  DL reported that:
a) The allotment patch had been cleared and sown.
b) Two thirds of the cemetery extension was now sown. This had been delayed due to the bad weather and size of the plot.
c) The Bee Kind garden had been sown and was to be maintained by Matthew Anderson
d) The original plot was growing well and new signage had been erected.
e) Tree saplings have been re-potted and to be planted out in the autumn.
The members thanked DL and Ian Lakey for all their hard work.
16) NALC New Model of Financial Regulations 2024. It was agreed that as a smaller parish these regulations were not mandatory and as our current Standing Orders met current regulations there was no need to adopt the new model financial regulations.
17) Any Urgent Business 
a) Provision for adolescents on KGV Playing Field. This was a matter discussed at previous meetings. A local organiser had offered to provide activity events during the summer. DL to send out information to members. Members to give feedback and if thought viable a decision to be made through delegated powers.		                	                Action: DL/All 
18) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 3rd JULY at 7.00 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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