	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		6th March 2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA) Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Andrew Gawn (AG), Diane Lakey Peter Marriott-lodge (PM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW) 
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, one member of the public, Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.
1) [bookmark: _Hlk134090370]Apologies for Absence – None
2) Co-option of new Councillors.  Andrew Gawn and Peter Marriott-lodge were co-opted and welcomed as new Councillors. Co-option process would be confirmed when Acceptance of Office documentation was completed.	   Action: AG/PM/Clerk
3) Table Urgent Business.
a) [bookmark: _Hlk160451455] Email from resident ‘Roadside Detritus’ 
4) Declaration of Interests – DL  School Project
5) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
6) Community Police Report  None.
7) County Councillors Report . T.T reported that:
Due to the heavy rains over the winter, there was considerable damage to roads across the County. Repairs were about to begin. The Council had allocated £25m to road repairs with a further £5/6m funding from Government. NCC had approved the 2024/25 budget with a vision of Northumberland as a land of opportunity and to promote investment into its market towns and the rebuilding of the Port od Blyth as a centre for renewables. As the British Volt application had failed, NCC  were in the process of buying back the site and investing £15m to its development. There was interest from several global companies. NCC would focus savings through efficiencies and place its energies into new jobs & businesses and fighting inequality. It had also set up a new £55,000 environmental project fund. It was to maintain the free car parking in its towns to support local businesses. There was to be more money invested in its country parks  and investment for new businesses in rural areas. It was promoting a new skills training programme in welding and bricklaying. Also, there was to be a new college in Ashington, with Government funding of £55m. Litter picking was to be another priority, particularly cleaning up the A1 and the major highways. The launch of the NE Combined authority of 7 local councils would bring in significant government funding. The first stretch of the new light railway, which included a station at Bebside and Bedlington was to open shortly, which it was hoped would encourage people to move out of their cars and use the railway.
Sandra & Terry English had been doing a marvellous job litter picking the A697 and the Alnwick Fords Road, collecting 15 bags of rubbish. TT had reported to NCC Highways, the blocked drain at Carr’s Corner. However, GF stated that there were number of other seriously blocked drains nearby. In addition to the drain directly outside Carr’s Corner shop, which had a constant lake around it, the drains on both side of the Rothbury Road up to the Elms were frequently backed up. The problem was exacerbated due to the drains not getting cleaned out as the area was constantly congested with parked vehicles and the drainage machine was not able to get to the drains. The area would need to be coned off, so that the machine could get to the drains. Clerk to put in a request to Highways.							 Action: Clerk
Members expressed their concerns to Cllr Thorne about the poor state of the footpaths in the village. Last year, Highways had agreed to make an inspection but this had never taken place. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Highways to request a ‘walk-around’ site meeting of the village with the Highways inspector, Cllr Thorne and representatives of the Parish Council, to look at the state of the footpaths and roads, in order to agree what actions could be taken.		               Action: Clerk  GA asked TT if he would request that  NCC extend the protected area of wild orchids on  the junction of the A1/Felton Road.												    Action: TT
The B6334 roadworks between Weldon Bridge and Todstead planned opening was 16/17 March
8) Minutes of Previous Meeting . The minutes of the meeting held on 7th February 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN, Seconded DL, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues.
9) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Website: 
i. Longframlington Welcome Booklet. 							    Action: GA
ii. Community Engagement. 								    Action: GA
b) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments: 
i. Response from Cllr Sanderson (GS) regarding his and Rob Murfin’s invitation to attend the Parish Council Meeting. TT had spoken to GS, who had agreed he and RM would attend but no further response from them had been received. TT was asked to request GS/RM’s attendance as promised, to discuss outstanding issues.		      Action: TT
ii. Planning & Enforcement.
· Footpath/street lighting Alnwick Fords Rd. Nothing further had been received from NCC. TT was asked to follow up on this matter.									      Action: TT
· RE: 24/00010/FUL: Land South of the Paddock.  After receiving confirmation that agreement for the closing date for comment had been extended until 10th March, an email was sent on 22 February 2024 requesting this application be withdrawn and a revised version to be submitted. On 4th March no response had been received and a further email sent on sent 4th March to the Planning Officer, James Wellwood (JW ), only to receive’ out of office until 5th March’ reply. An Email was sent to Rob Murfin to ask if he could do something to ensure the PC had a response for the meeting. A reply from JW was received at 2.5 hrs prior to the meeting, to say the errors the PC had identified would be discussed with the agent for the application and following these discussions, JW would re-consult with the PC should further changes be made or the application be withdrawn. Members maintained their opinion that this application should be withdrawn and the applicant asked to resubmit a viable application with all the correct details which should then be sent to all consultees with a full explanation of why a new application had to made.					 Action: Clerk
iii. Highways. 
· Request to Highways to inform SATNAV companies that Church St not to be used as a thoroughfare. TT had not yet undertaken this action, but agreed to do so.						Action: TT
· Follow up on re-siting of the chicane at junction of Rothbury Road and High Town and the installation of the parking restrictions at the junction of A697/Rothbury Road. Nothing further on this matter received from NCC. TT agreed to follow this up with GS.							Action: TT
iv. Ecology. On 12th February 2024, the PC reported its concerns to the Planning Enforcement Officer, regarding tree felling on Land to the North of Embleton Hall. This action had been undertaken soon after the Tree Preservation Order 2023 (No 4 of 2023) for this area had been made. The Enforcement Officer reported the matter was under investigation. Whilst the developer had made an application for tree works to be carried out in the area, the felling of mature and healthy trees had taken place before approval had been granted. On 21st February the Clerk had asked the Enforcement Officer to provide an update but no response had been received, and so a further request, copied to RM had been sent on 4th March. There had been several emails of concern received from residents and members were outraged at the felling of healthy mature trees, and that it appeared no enforcement action had yet occurred. 
v. School Community Project. Although TT had received a verbal response from GS that there would be no time limit on the protection of the Hall Field site for a new school, this had not been confirmed in writing. TT agreed to obtain written confirmation from GS that there was no time limit on the school field protection and for GS to keep pressing for the feasibility study to be done as soon as possible, not just when the Education Department want to do this. 								      				      Action: TT
c) Longframlington Parish Map. The missing third map may be held by a parish resident She was to check. No further action at the present time , until this is resolved.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the month of February. Approved.
	06/02/2024
	J McCutcheon
	McCutcheon Plots 6a&7b allot fees
	22.00

	06/02/2024
	G Smart
	Smart Plot 3b allotment fees
	11.00

	
	
	Total
	33.00



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the month of February. Approved.
	03/03/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	104.80

	03/03/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	422.41

	04/03/2023
	SLCC
	Membership Fees
	183.00

	19/02/2024
	British Gas A/C 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	28.68

	
	
	Total
	738.89



c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation for the month of February Approved.
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 4th March 2024
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	

	as at 23rd February 2024
	Community account
	
	10782.72

	
	Business Saver
	
	46238.12

	
	
	
	
	57020.84

	Less unpresented payments
	03/03/2023
	HMRC
	104.80
	

	
	03/03/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	422.41
	

	
	04/03/2023
	SLCC
	183.00
	

	 
	
	
	
	710.21

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	
	
	
	56310.63

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	56310.63



e) To receive response from NALC with respect to tendering, procurement and the revision of the threshold levels for quotations. The response confirmed that the PC had followed proper procedure when revising its threshold levels.
11) Allotments
a) Management :
i. Allotment invoices, water charges, consent to hold personal information and any other information. There was one outstanding payment and 8 tenants who had not returned their GDPR forms. Agreed that GF would follow these up and inform those tenants who had not paid fees or completed their GDPR return that they were in danger of losing their allotment tenancy. 								     Action: GF

12) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report.
b) Sports Courts and Playground Inspection: Councillor condition and equipment record reports. DW had completed the inspection and submitted his report to the Clerk. All items were in good working order. There was some erosion to the mound due to the heavy rain over the winter. Significant erosion under the basket swing. Agreed for this to be repaired using sand.									             Action GF/Clerk
c) ‘No Dogs’ Signs on Tank Turn.  Signs had been erected. Four replacement signs to replace those with printing defects had been received.									              Action: DW/GF
13) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	23/02658/OUT
	Land South West Of Low Hall. Erection of self-build dwellinghouse 
	Application Awaiting decision
	See previous minutes for details

	24/00066/FUL
	New Moor House Longframlington Demolish and rebuild farm house.
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	24/00277/FUL
	Wardle House Front Street Longframlington Single Storey Detached Garage
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	24/00291/PRUTPO
	Chapel View Longframlington Northumberland NE65 8DZ. Tree Preservation Order.
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	24/00010/FUL
	Land South Of 1 The Paddock Longframlington
Change of use of agricultural land to construction of stone boundary wall, internal stone wall, hedge and tree planting.
	Application Registered
	Extension agreed until 10th March. Request made for new application

	24/00061/FUL
	Land North Of Embleton Steads Falcon breeding facility 
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	24/00416/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields; update engineering and landscaping plans
	Application
Registered
	No Objection

	24/00417/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields update engineering and landscaping plans 
	Application
Registered
	No Objection

	24/00520/FUL
	Buttercup Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages Longframlington Morpeth Northumberland NE65 8EE
	Application Registered
	No Objection

	24/00440/VARYCO
	Westroad Garage Rothbury Road Longframlington Northumberland NE65 8HX
	Application Registered
	No Objection

	24/00679/FUL
	Land East Of North End Farm Longframlington Northumberland
	Application Registered
	LPC OBJECTS to this application on the following grounds
The application fails the requirements of the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan Policy LNP1 as there is no proof of need at the present time. Indeed, the current construction of 150 plus houses in the village and the number of houses remaining unsold prove there is no need for further construction.
The application also fails the test for sustainability as there is no public transport available to the north end of the village and pedestrian access to both public transport and the village amenities including children’s play areas is along narrow and dangerous footpaths alongside the very busy A697.
We would also comment that the housing from the original planning application for 9 houses which was then upgraded to 11 houses are still not completed and this new application is in reality part of the same site making a total of 17 houses. If they had been granted as one application they would need to have provided affordable housing which we feel should now be provided.



b) 24/00416/VARYCO & 24/00417/VARYCO Land North Of Fairfields  Several emails from residents concerning the removal of the hedge between the new Bellway development and Fenwick Park had been received. GF/Clerk had looked carefully through all the relevant planning application documents associated with this issue and found that due process had been carried out by the NCC Planning Department, and there was little in terms of planning procedure than the PC could do to  stop the removal of the hedge. The hedge had now been removed.
14) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial applications. Update headstone  and move to centre of graves: Robert Lamb (Plot 247 & Sheila Lamb (plot 248) Row 12. Paid in Full. Approved.
c) Maintenance. No issues.
d) Cemetery Extension. Legal matters relating to land ownership and consecration were ongoing.
15) Action Plan –February 2024
a) Website - Review website and implement content improvements where possible. Ongoing.		    Action: GA
b) Village Inspection – check, roads, pavements, tree review and infrastructure for report to NCC.		     Action: All
c) [bookmark: _Hlk160714526]Annual Village Meeting – prepare.								 Action: Clerk
d) FramNews Report – identify councillor to write it. Deadline 15th March.				    Action: GA
e) Annual Accounts – Produce Annual Accounts for Parish Council, arrange final internal audit etc. 		Action: Clerk
16) Biodiversity and Climate Change including:
a) Tree planting update. Still awaiting land to dry out before planting trees in nursery area in cemetery.
b) Preparation of cemetery extension land. Again, awaiting land to dry out. Hydrangeas in memory of John Munro ready for planting along southern boundary of extension.
c) Seed for Wild Flower areas. To be purchased. 						             Action DL/Clerk
d) Meeting of Committee .To be arranged.							      Action DL
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
17) NCC Town and Parish Council Spring Conference 14 March 2024.  Final reminder received. No-one available to attend.
18) GDPR: To consider the benefits for the  Parish Council of moving to a gov.uk. domain.  Government, ICO, NALC & SLCC advice was that PCs should move to a gov.uk. domain and that all Cllrs should have a gov.uk email address. Now that the PC had agreed rigorous guidelines for online data management, members unanimously agreed that a move to a gov.uk domain was unnecessary.
19) Any Urgent Business 
a) Email from resident re ‘Roadside Detritus’  The email set out the resident’s concerns on finding three urinary drainage bags, discarded on the verge along the Alnwick Fords road at the incline toward Leamington Lane. In a further email she provided a post from Swarland Facebook page which had reported 4 other such incidents along this stretch of road. Members indicated that this was not the first time this had occurred. The Clerk had reported this issue on NCC’s ‘Fix My Street’. Although the incidents were outside the parish boundary, members were asked to be aware of the situation.
20) Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 3rd April at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall

The meeting closed at 9.14 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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