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MINUTES

Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 07 MARCH 2024
Longhirst Village Hall

Lohghirst
Parish Council

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates (Chair), Clir Colleen Anderson, Clir Bill Climson, Clir
Chris Marr, Cllr Janet Quinn, Cllr Richard Tordoff

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), Andy Robson, Julie Murray, 2x residents

APOLOGIES: ClIr Glen Fahy, Clir D Towns (NCC)

A | PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
Two local residents were present and raised the following issues:

i) Speeding
They asked if anything could be done about the excessive speeding they have
witnessed in the village.

The Chair replied that this has been an on-going problem for many decades. Speed
bumps had been considered but would create noise for those living nearby
(particularly at night). Cars parked fully on the road can help to slow down traffic but
this can cause access issues for other users. A chicane is now in place at the north
end of the village, and two speed warning signs were also recently installed at either
end of the village. A speed assessment survey had also been carried out but the
average speeds recorded had not hit the threshold for action to be taken. Councillors
felt there was nothing more that the Parish Council could do at this time.

ii) | FixMyStreet reports on fly-tipping and gully cleaning
The residents had reported a sofa dumped near Paddock Wood, and also the blocked
gullies on the main road through the village.

Councillors confirmed that the sofa has been removed by NCC following a payment
by a resident. Poacher’s blocks are now in place at the entrance to that area to
prevent unauthorised vehicular access in future.

The drains are reported regularly, and have recently been cleared by Northumberland
County Council. Unfortunately these often become blocked again within a short
time. The regular gully maintenance schedule used to include an annual cleaning
visit by NCC, but this has moved to every 2 years. Councillors agreed that this is not
sufficient to keep the gullies open and encouraged all residents to report issues
promptly to NCC.
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B | Update from Northumbria Police

The Clerk has heard from Constable Nicola Hepworth who has recently joined the
Morpeth Neighbourhood Policing team. She was unfortunately unable to attend the
meeting tonight. The Clerk has forwarded on the dates of future meetings.

C | NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

Clir D Towns gave his apologies.

D | RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS
i) Longhirst Colliery

FixMyStreet
ClIr B Climson reported that had made the following reports on FixMyStreet:

e Human waste had been left at Longhirst Colliery bus shelter. The Clerk
confirmed the bus shelter is the responsibility of the Parish Council, though
the report had not been passed on to her by NCC. Clir Climson will arrange for
this to be cleaned.

e Tyres have been dumped near Potland Park and he has also reported a
number of pot-holes near Longhirst Colliery.

Speed limit change
J Murray asked if it would be possible to apply to the County Council to change the

speed limit on the road from Longhirst Colliery. This is due to the number of deer
crossing the road that are in danger of being hit. The Clerk will pass on the request to
Northumberland County Council but felt it unlikely to be successful on those
grounds.

Overgrown Hedges and mud-covered footpaths
Ms J Murray complained that the hedges along the road to Longhirst Colliery were

overgrown, resulting in torn clothing for pedestrians. The mud on the paths also
made these too difficult to walk on and forced pedestrians into the road. Lorries and
tractors drive on these paths and are responsible for depositing the mud and then
creating deep ruts. Clir C Anderson agreed that this is also a problem on Ulgham
Lane.

North East Grains - wagon movements / parking

ClIr B Climson reported that wagons destined for North East Grains are parking at
the bus stop. He has seen drivers parked up quite early in the morning, long before
the site opens. He believes this is in order to be at the front of the queue to enter the
site. He has complained to the manager of NE Grains, who promised to speak to the
drivers about this.

The Chair stated that there is no limit on the number of vehicles that can access the
site, but that there are time restrictions. The Chair also noted that there is a formal
liaison group specifically for the Parish Council to meet with NE Grains. In future,
anyone with concerns is advised to take photographs or note down the details (date,
time, company name, vehicle registration) and to pass these to the Chair who will
then take this up direct with the manager.
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ii)

iii)

Longhirst Hall
A Robson raised an issue that the deeds of the flats at Longhirst Hall may have some
liability for Church repairs. The Clerk stated this query has been raised before and
will look up any information she has. Councillors felt individuals with concerns should
seek legal advice.

ACTION: CLERK
Micklewood
There were no issues raised.
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APOLOGIES

Apologies are listed above.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors were also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date.

PREVIOUS MINUTES - 04 January 2024

The minutes were accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chair.

MATTERS ARISING

Longhirst Colliery Road Adoption update
ClIr Climson stated that no progress has been made on this.

Ulgham Community Benefit Society Management Committee update

The society has recently reported to members that a purchase offer has been made to
the owner of The Forge but it was rejected. Despite this setback the society plans to
continue its efforts and Councillors were happy to await further developments.

Butterwell site liaison group - update

The Chair had contacted NB Clark to ask if a liaison group could be set up. The
contractors would prefer to wait until the site is open before considering this. The
Chair also mentioned residents’ concerns over lorries being routed through the village.
NB Clark promised to speak to its drivers and it appears the correct route is how being
adhered to.

Public path north out of the village towards Broomhaugh update

The Chair has spoken to the resident who raised this issue. The Parish Council is
supportive of the idea but further research is needed to establish the legal status of
the old route between the two farms on the east side of the road. The resident is
happy to undertake this research.

Morpeth Caravan Park - 23/03804/VARYCO - rejected
This application has been rejected.

BUDGET

Bank Statements & Budget Report

The bank statements were presented along with the usual budget monitoring. The
Clerk also presented a new budget report showing the information in a bar chart
format. Councillors agreed this is a useful way to review the information.



https://northumberland.moderngov.co.uk/mgParishCouncilDetails.aspx?ID=280&LS=3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N6qRH961Ig_KszA-BvIgGVQToPE0AMcUB9mAvFgOcW0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kvqcvOpqz1f5rBUbiAN2UikRGoJXfUca/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qQfi6JWF0PyMSm87wCGUkD_by-g6ebWL?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MuRzZp1b9czkHp527NR6HItqzLcr-GML7KChUYaG6i0/edit?usp=sharing
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List of pre-authorised payments for 2024/25 - for approval

The Clerk presented a list of all expenditure, identifying those regular payments (such
as salaries, insurance, website fees, etc) and those that must be authorised by the
Council. She asked Councillors to delegate power to her to make those regular
payments as required. Councillors agreed to this.

Banking: debit card request; and view-only banking access

The Clerk suggested that the Parish Council apply for a debit card. This would allow
online purchases to be made (reducing the need to pay an invoice in advance and
therefore reducing delays). Importantly this would also eliminate the need for
Councillors to make any purchases themselves (and then seek reimbursement).
Following on from that the Clerk suggested that the other two signatories now apply
for view-only banking access. This will allow them to monitor all bank transactions
online and/or by telephone banking.

Councillors agreed to both proposals.

ACTION: CLERK
Appointment of an Internal Auditor
The Clerk suggested appointing the same auditor as last year and presented a draft
letter of appointment. Councillors agreed to this. The year end accounts will be due
for presentation at the May meeting.

ACTION: CLERK
BUSINESS

Town & Parish Council conference, 14 Mar 24
Two places are available and the Chair asked for volunteers. Some were unavailable on
that date but ClIr B Climson and ClIr R Tordoff will attend.

ACTION: CLERK
Football field tenancy agreement and fee structure for 2024/25
The Clerk remains keen that the charge for the field is based on verifiable costs. There
would be a charge for having the land valued, so instead the Clerk has prepared costs
taken from the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs. The “Average Farm
Rents in England” statistics indicates a fee of between £432 and £912 for 2 hectares of
land. The Clerk felt there is too much variation for these costs to be meaningful, but
Councillors were content that the current level is suitable. Councillors therefore agreed
to set the fee for next year at last year’s level (£574), plus inflation (based on the
Consumer Prices Index for January 2024).

ACTION: CLERK
Ashington Road contribution to the drainage - update
The Chair understands from Cllr G Fahy that a contractor has been appointed by
Northumberland County Council to undertake the drainage repairs to the east side of
the road. In that case, a financial contribution from the Parish Council will not be
required.

The money provisionally set aside in the budget for that could potentially be used
instead to cover the raising of the road. The Clerk is to check if the road has been
included in the Local Transport Plan for next year.

ACTION: CLERK
Community Skips - update
Provisional costs for a medium-sized skip are c£300 from Watson’s Skip Hire. The
intention is that this would be for use by those residents who cannot get to a
Household Recycling Centre. Councillors agreed to go ahead with one skip to see how
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well the idea works in practice. ClIr R Tordoff will select a suitable date and arrange the
hire - dates to be advertised in the Longhirst Leader (costs to be invoiced to the Parish
Council). The skip will be placed on his driveway and he will supervise and offer
support as needed.

ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF
Improvements to area opposite the War Memorial
Councillors expressed their thanks to Clir C Marr for his work in tidying the area. The
seats by the war memorial require maintenance and ClIr R Tordoff offered to do this.
He also suggested that additional seating could be purchased and will investigate
costs.

ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF

The Chair also asked ClIr C Marr if it would be possible to install an external water
supply from his house for watering the planters. Cllr Marr agreed to look into this. If
this is possible then Councillors agreed to pay the cost for the connection.

ACTION: CLLR C MARR

Community event to celebrate 200 years of Longhirst Hall - discussion
The Chair invited A Robson to give an update. He confirmed that there was no
appetite from residents of Longhirst Hall to organise an event.

Purchase of flood warning signs - cost

The Chair was concerned that it would be onerous on Councillors to put out and take in
these signs. There are also potential health and safety issues to consider. Councillors
therefore agreed to continue to rely on the County Council to put up such signs as are
needed.

Open Gardens contribution - update
The organising committee have confirmed that they do not need a contribution from
the Parish Council this year.

Paddock Wood path improvements - update

Groundwork NE attended a site meeting with Cllr P Coates and Mike Elphick. The
length of the path is estimated to be c1600 metres. Wood chippings may be suitable
to improve the paths in the drier areas and stone construction or boardwalks in the
wetter ones. Groundwork is putting together a quote. Depending on the cost the work
may need to be phased: the section from the southern entrance to the bird hide would
be first.

Projector and screen at Longhirst Village Hall - update/costs

The Chair suggested that this could be progressed quickly if needed, but the Clerk

confirmed expenditure did not need to happen in this financial year. Cllr Climson

expressed some reservations about this project but the Chair noted that this has been

agreed in principle. Further discussion can take place when the donation request is

formally made at a future meeting; no expenditure is to be incurred in advance.
ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK

Openreach cable and overhanging trees nr Church - update/costs

Councillors expressed their thanks to Clir R Tordoff for clearing some of the
overhanging branches at the bus stop near the Church. Northumberland County
Council has also since taken down further foliage. NCC also intends to install three
bollards to protect the Lychgate and to improve the tarmacked area in front of the
Church.
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Voter ID requirements upcoming elections and opportunities to work on the elections
Identification is now required in order to vote at a polling station. This will apply to the
upcoming May elections, as well as the General Election later in the year. The Clerk
suggested a poster can be put in the noticeboards; an item in the Longhirst Leader
would also be useful; a copy is also on the website. Everyone is also asked to note and
spread the word that there are various temporary job opportunities working on the
elections. Please see this link for more details:
https://nland.cc/applyelectionroles2024.

ACTION: CLERK / CLLRS
TRAINING

Code of Conduct and link to online quiz
Councillors decided to postpone this item until another meeting.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Gardening for Wildlife

The Longhirst Wildlife & Community Trust will hold a meeting on 28 March to review
what improvements can be made along Butcher’s Lane and the areas around the
Church. The group welcomes any volunteers interested in supporting this work.

Request from Longhirst Parish Association for funding towards car park resurfacing
ClIr J Quinn reported that the Parish Association needs to resurface the car park at the
back of the Village Hall. Initial costings suggest this would require c£2000. ClIr Quinn
hoped the Parish Council would loan the money to the Parish Association. The
Association would then pay for a.n.other Parish Council activity of a similar value at
some point in the future. The Clerk felt this approach could create legal complications
but suggested that the Parish Association could make a request for a donation instead
(and should consider applying to the Community Chest).

As both this request, and the one for the projector, are for significant sums, a suitable
level of detail will be needed from the Parish Association. The Clerk will draw up a
formal application and will liaise with the applicant.

ACTION: CLERK
NEXT MEETING

Thursday, 02 May 2024 at Longhirst Colliery Recreation Hall (date subsequently
changed to 09 May)

e 7pm - Annual Parish Meeting (public)
Please note the change of venue to Longhirst Colliery Recreation Hall.
Councillors reviewed the agenda and offered Longhirst Colliery Residents’
Association a slot to present their upcoming plans for the year. J Murray
welcomed this offer though she will not be able to attend herself. She will check
if anyone else can cover this and confirm to the Clerk.

ACTION: J MURRAY

e 7.30pm - Annual Parish Council Meeting (procedural)
The Clerk ran through the procedural items that will be covered and asked

Councillors to advise if anything needs to be added.

e 8pm - Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Date approved

Minutes of meeting 07 March 2024


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zPF4nF-rfafzYRTRNzPwClWH5iltt43g/view?usp=drive_link
https://nland.cc/applyelectionroles2024
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dPPL46vWfjNPhswSmH78ih5dSMiu17g8CXk0xzKnxRE/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.sli.do/event/kzj9fiubuCTX6B5zSovoWq
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z3w8bWcOypL2vVhFE0qSmW9cAn2Vrw2hseOiOjOvGSA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wC-nxGL1ycn4z-jSWsdgJLTu8ArT1t460QJ18j4qLGM/edit?usp=sharing

Page |7 of 7

Close of meeting at 8.55pm.
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