Bardon Mill Parish Council
13th February 2024
Draft Minutes

Present
Cllr S Furlong

Cllr G Gill 

Cllr M Robson

Cllr G Walton
Cllr J Oliver

Cllr M Nixon

Cllr A Sharp - County

Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

Time
7.00pm

01/24
Apologies for Absence -Cllr V Furlong

02/24
Declarations of Interest – no interests declared

03/24
Public Questions – no questions

04/24
Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 14th November 2023 

The minutes were approved.

Proposed Cllr G Walton                     Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                  Approved

05/24
Matters Arising from the minutes of Tuesday 8th August 2023 not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda. Post Office Van – The van is based in Stocksfield and should be in Bardon Mill 4 times per week. The clerk was asked to respond to the Post Office contact to make sure this service is continuing.

NNPA and National Trust Responses – The council wrote to both bodies to inform them that there is much disgruntlement with residents. Replies were received expressing surprise at this. Cllr Furlong met with the Julia Curry from The National Trust who will evaluate the concerns and liaise with Cllr Furlong.

06/24
Planning Applications

Northumberland County Council

A)
For Determination:  24/00314 Improvements to visitor car park Allen Banks, Catton

The existing car park capacity (50) tends to limit the number of visitors and people go elsewhere when it is full. Increasing to 70 spaces potentially increases the number of visitors. Bardon Mill Parish Council is concerned that increased visitor numbers may exceed the carrying capacity of the woodland, particularly given the degraded state of the path network and the lack of visitor management. Bardon Mill Parish Council welcomes improvements to the car park but, objects to the proposed increase in capacity.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                     Seconded Cllr M Nixon                                  Approved

B)  Determined: 23/03584 Oak tree Loge -garden room extension - GRANTED

 C) Withdrawn – 23/04460 Hazel Hurst – 4 dwellings

07/24
Planning Applications - Northumberland National Park Authority

08/24
Northumberland County Council 

08/24.01 County Councillor report.

•
Thorngrafton 30mph – Members agreed that the signage should not go ahead. It was earmarked for Westwood and Scroggwood too.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                     Seconded Cllr G Gill                                  Approved

•
Steel Bank signage – the signs are still in the design stage.

•
The LTP was approved for 2024 by NCC and will include carriage repairs in Thorngrafton and from Park Lane to The Sill.

•
Cllr Sharp was asked about the following:

What was happening with the road up to Williamswick?

From Thorngrafton to the Stanegate the culverts are still blocked.

The sweeper is still required at Ridley.

Is the bus shelter on A69 progressing?

Allen Banks footpath has had a landslide.

The drain below ridley Bridge is blocked again.

08/24.02 Town and Parish Conference 14th March – the clerk will attend.

09/24
Henshaw Parish Council

Redburn Park – A report has been received from the parish with a breakdown of costs for the repairs. Members agreed to the costs and are aware there will be another invoice from Kompan for the servicing and repair of specialised equipment. This will be approved at the May meeting.

Henshaw would like to see a community group set up to oversee the play area. There would be representation from the two councils, the village hall and the community.

Cllr M Nixon and Cllr G Gill offered to be part of the group.

Draft Minutes from 22 January - noted.                                                                                

10/24
Risk Assessments - The assessments were approved with the inclusion of the digital files to be stored on google drive. Henshaw have obtained quotes for a tree inspection and, it was agreed that whoever they chose should be asked to undertake an inspection of the trees on the Memorial grounds.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                     Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                 Approved

11/24
A69 – no updates

12/24
Rail Crossing Alarm - Members are opposed to the alarm which is due to be sited on Sunday. The clerk was asked to contact The Hexham Courant and Guy Opperman. An objection has been raised with Network Rail about the potential noise and the fact that it could spook stock which are regularly taken over the crossing.

Proposed Cllr M Robson                     Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                 Approved

13/24
Grant Requests - The following donations were approved:

Great North Air Ambulance - £300

Tynedale Hospice at Home - £150

St Cuthberts grass cutting support - £200

Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre - £200.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                     Seconded Cllr G Walton                                 Approved

14/24
Reports on Financial Matters

14/24.01 National Joint Council Pay Decision– the rise was approved.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                     Seconded Cllr G Gill                                  Approved

14/24.02 Bank Reconciliation, Income & Exp as at 31st January 2024 - noted.                      

14/24.03 Accounts for payment as at 13th February 2024     

The payments of £3034.05 were approved. No expenses for the verge cutter were claimed this meeting. The grants of £850 were included.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                      Seconded Cllr M Nixon                                       Approved 

14/24.04 Internal Auditor – it was agreed to appoint Mr J Lill.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                      Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                            Approved

15/24
Correspondence received since last meeting - Noted                                                           

16/24
Any other relevant business

Henshaw had a meeting with a company called Fibrus who are putting fibre optics into areas that are harder to reach. They are evaluating Henshaw and will also look at areas in Bardon Mill.

17/24
Dates and times of next meeting

Tuesday 14th May 2024 - 7pm Henshaw Church Hall. Annual Parish Meeting followed by Parish meeting. The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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