	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		8th May 2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe(GA)Andrew Gawn (AG), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN)
In attendance:		Two members of the public, Cllr Trevor Thorne, Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7.26 p.m.
1) [bookmark: _Hlk134090370]Apologies for Absence  Dave Wellden (DW)
2) Table Urgent Business. None
3) Declaration of Interests  New School -DL.
4) Gifts & Hospitality  None 
5) Community Police Report  Whilst there was no  report the Northumbria Connected bulletins were proving very useful in keeping members informed of incidents in the area.
6) County Councillors Report . Cllr Thorne said that the meeting with Cllr Glen Sanderson, Rob Murfin and GF regarding ongoing issues with NCC  had proved fairly successful. This matter was to be discussed under Item 8b. TT and GF had discussions regarding the loss of trees on the A697 south of the village to Weldon Bridge. The dead trees required removal and replacing with new trees and the remaining trees to be trimmed. TT offered to provide £5k from the NCC local projects fund towards the cost of this. It was agreed that we would need to take expert advice and obtain quotations for the work. GA had knowledge of local contractors who may be able to advise/undertake the work and the Clerk had received information from a specialised contractor who had received our details from NCC. GA to provide details to Clerk for him to arrange on-site meetings.							           					           Action: GA/Clerk
The area of wild orchids at the junction of A1/Newton on the Moor had been unofficially extended.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting . The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN, Seconded GF, All in Favour.)
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Website: 
i. Longframlington Welcome Booklet. 
ii. Community Engagement. 
	GA informed the members that she now had more free time and would be able to proceed with this work.	    Action: GA
b) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments: Report from GF’s meeting with Cllr Glen Sanderson (GS) and Rob Murfin (RF) (24th April 2024)  GS /RM did not want to attend a meeting of the PC, but instead agreed to meet with TT and GF. At the meeting all the outstanding issues were discussed. GS was very conciliatory and agreed that NCC officers would provide updated reports on all matters prior to this PC meeting. The only department not to have replied was Planning. It was very disappointing that they had not done so but it was recognised the matters they were dealing with were very complex. Progress on specific issues were:
i. Installation of the pavement and street lighting on the Alnwick Fords Road. The plans that were originally agreed had now changed without this information being shared with the PC. Officers have been instructed to go back through the documentation to ascertain what had been correctly or incorrectly passed.
ii. 24/00010/FUL: Land South of the Paddock:  No 1 The Paddock Wall. Again, this was a continuing complex issues. Planning had agreed to process this as anew application but had failed to present the correct information. New planning documentation has now to be submitted for approval.RM is to carry out a search exercise to ascertain what has happened. This was becoming a very serious issue as so  much time has elapsed. 
iii. Cussins Developments & proposed alternatives (traffic calming measures) to the condition to install two bus stops. This had been agreed but it now appeared that Cussins were responsible for the installation of the speed reducing measures. The timing of this had not yet been agreed with NCC with the developer’s priority’s being the housing development itself. RM to investigate the delay and seek to prioritise the work.
iv. Re-siting of the chicane at junction of Rothbury Road and High Town and the installation of the parking restrictions at the junction of A697/Rothbury Road. Neil Snowdon from Highways had reported that the Chicane work was scheduled to start on 29th July. They were also anticipating that the parking restrictions would be undertaken at the same time as they were hopeful that the legal situation would be resolved by then.
v. EV Charging Points NCC were still reviewing the proposed options for the Village. The problem appeared to be the cost of installing the power supply to the preferred option. This was unlikely to be resolved in the near future and it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.
vi. Proposed site for new school on the Hall Field Written confirmation from GS on this matter had been received. He confirmed that the Hall Field site would have a 10 yr. protection. This would mean that if nothing had been agreed by 2033 then an application to extend the protection period would need to be considered. Also, the Feasibility Study was to be completed by 31st March 2025. If the Hall Field site was found to be unsuitable then a new site would need to be considered. It was agreed that as the New School Project Committee had successfully achieved its objectives that the committee be suspended until any new developments arose.
TT apologised again for the poor communication from NCC but he felt that the meeting with GS/RM had been fruitful. However, there were lessons to be learned and Planning should not keep Parish Councils in the dark. Applicants had sometimes taken matters into their own hands and it was annoying to see these then appear as new applications. It was not good to see applicants getting away with such actions.
c) Longframlington Parish Map.  The Memorial Hall Committee were to discuss our request to display the maps in the hall at their next meeting on 23rd May. The missing map had not been located. 
d) Review Risk Assessments for Parish Council and Cemetery. Members agreed no further changes for 2024/25.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of April  Agreed.
	08/04/2024
	NCC 
	2024/25 Precept First Half
	5000.00

	08/04/2024
	P Cotts 
	Allotment Fee 2a Half plot
	11.00

	09/04/2024
	Art of Stone
	Wood Memorial Fees
	30.00

	17/04/2024
	HMRC 
	VAT refund
	352.82

	
	
	Total
	5393.82



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of April. Agreed.
	19/04/2024
	British Gas 
	Electricity Sportscourt
	20.91

	01/05/2024
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	114.20

	01/05/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	490.86

	01/05/2024
	Garth Rhodes 
	Norton 360 Standard
	19.99

	01/05/2024
	Garth Rhodes 
	Bright Seeds Wildflower Mix
	147.55

	01/05/2024
	NALC
	Subscription (£318.53) Website Fee (£75.00)
	393.53

	01/05/2024
	PB Basnett
	End of Year Internal Audit Fee
	262.50

	02/05/2024
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance March/April
	310.00

	
	
	Total
	1759.54



c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 3rd May 2024. Agreed.
	Bank Reconciliation at 3rd May 2024
	£

	Balance per bank statements as at 25 April 2024
	

	Community account
	15283.86

	Business Saver
	46382.27

	
	61666.13

	Less unpresented payments
	 
	
	
	

	
	01/05/2024
	HMRC 
	114.20
	

	
	01/05/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	490.86
	

	
	01/05/2024
	Garth Rhodes 
	19.99
	

	
	01/05/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	147.55
	

	
	01/05/2024
	NALC
	393.53
	

	
	01/05/2024
	PB Basnett
	262.50
	

	
	02/05/2024
	Gavin Christie
	310.00
	

	 
	 
	
	
	1738.63

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	59927.50

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	59927.50



e) VAT Return 2023-24. Refund of £352.82 had been received.
f) Insurance 2024/25.  Clear Councils had submitted  a quotation for our policy for 2024-25 of £923.65 which would take effect from 1st June. They had also offered an option for a three-year agreement an LTU (like the one we had already). This was 895.10. for 2024-25  a saving of £28.55. In the current year we paid £782.55 so the new quote of £895.10 was a 14.33 % increase. However, premiums for other councils had gone up significantly; many being more than 20%. The members agreed to take up the three-year agreement with Clear Councils.				 Action: Clerk
TT left at 8.17 p.m.
g) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2023/24:
i) To consider and agree any actions arising from the Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24.The Audit was complete. In his audit certificate the Auditor stated: ‘The audit included examination of evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures in the summary accounts and notes, sufficient to give reasonable assurance that the summary accounts and notes are free from material misstatement. In my opinion the summary account presents fairly the receipts and payments of Longframlington Parish Council for the financial year ended 31 March 2024. I am satisfied that the robust systems of financial and administrative management continue to operate effectively and efficiently and provide a sound audit trail.  I certify that I have completed the audit of the summary accounts and associated accounting notes of Longframlington Parish Council which have been prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer. There are no matters to draw to the attention of the members of the Parish Council.’  
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk166754348]To approve and sign 2023/24 – Statement of Control; Approved and signed.
iii) To approve and sign Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24; Approved and signed.
iv) To approve and sign Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/2024; Approved and signed.
v) To approve & Explanation of Variances, and Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation, Approved.
vi) To approve and sign the Certificate of Exemption -AGAR 2023/24 Form 2 Approved and signed.
vii) To agree the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights. The proposed dates for the Exercise of Public Rights were agreed:
· Date of Announcement Friday 31st May 2024
· Commencing on Monday 3rd June 2024
· Ending Friday 12th July 2024
10) Allotments
a) Management. Plot 7b had become vacant as the tenant has decided to give up one of two half plots.
b) Maintenance. Fence posts at the back of Plots 1- 4 are rotting and would soon need replacing. 			     Action: GF
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  The interior sportscourt perimeter required weeding and brushing up of sharp shards of brickwork. 									     Action: GF The bark chippings under the equipment required raking, particularly under the swings, before the RoSPA inspection. Agreed that the grounds maintenance contractor be asked to undertake this work.			Action: Clerk
b) Sports Courts and Playground – Inspection report in preparation for RoSPA inspection. DW/GF had carried out the pre-RoSPA inspection. No issues (other than issue of bark chippings) were identified. Confirmation that the RoSPA inspection was to take place during June had been received.
c) Possible replacement of bark chippings around play equipment. Many council playgrounds were moving away from bark chippings to rubberised (wet pour) surfaces. Members agreed that this should be investigated further.  Paul Taylor from Kompan had offered to meet with DW to advice/quote on replacement surface. Clerk to arrange on-site meeting on DW’s return.											Action: Clerk
d) Pruning of hedging around tank turn. 								    Action: GA

12) Planning 
e) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	23/02658/OUT
	Land South West Of Low Hall. Erection of self-build dwellinghouse 
	Application REFUSED
	See previous minutes for details

	24/00010/FUL
	Land South Of 1 The Paddock Longframlington
Change of use of agricultural land to construction of stone boundary wall, internal stone wall, hedge and tree planting.
	Application Registered
	Extension agreed until 10th March. Request made for new application/
Awaiting response

	24/00061/FUL
	Land North Of Embleton Steads. Falcon breeding facility 
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00416/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields; update engineering and landscaping plans
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00417/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields update engineering and landscaping plans 
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00520/FUL
	Buttercup Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages Longframlington 
	Application WITHDRAWN
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00440/VARYCO
	Westroad Garage Rothbury Road 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details 


	24/00679/FUL
	Land East Of North End Farm Longframlington 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details  





13) 	Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. Burial: Marjorie (Midge) Dunford  98 yrs. (Plot 312, Row 12) on 24th May. Payment and notice of interment/green form awaited. 
b) Memorial applications. Additional inscription to Arthur Wood memorial (plot 276) for Brenda Wood (plot 277) and memorial stone moved between graves. Approved by delegated powers (GF/GN/Clerk)
c) Maintenance. Grass cutting and strimming had begun. Extension had been sprayed and cut in preparation for the planting of the wild flower seeds.
d) Cemetery Extension. GF had chased the solicitor who had sent through earlier that day documentation including from Land Registry. There were numerous errors and GF agreed to contact the solicitor.			   Action: GF
14) Action Plan – May 2023: 
a) Agree roles and responsibilities for clerk and councillors. Councillor roles had been agreed at the Annual Parish Council meeting. The Clerk’s Job Description was amended  to remove the requirement for the Clerk to work towards the achievement of the status of Qualified Clerk as a minimum requirement for effectiveness in the position of Clerk to the Council and to amend a small number of gender specific references. The Clerk agreed to the following Additional Duties to be agreed on an Annual Basis. These were also to be added to the job description:
i) Weekly checking of playground to meet insurance requirements.
ii) Weekly playground litter picking.
iii) Weekly checking of defibrillator and recording status.						Action: Clerk
b) FramNews Report.  GN volunteered to write it. Items to be included:
i) [bookmark: _Hlk163466901]Recognition of 100th edition
ii) Biodiversity report including invitation for people to adopt develop own areas
iii) Precept frozen for another year
iv) Traffic calming measures – moving of chicanes to start 29th July
v) Cllr Vacancy
vi) One-line reminder regarding the LEAP.							Action: GN
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee DL reported:
a) Original wildlife area has been weeded and further seeds planted. Edging had been repainted and new signage put up
b) Cemetery extension. Ready for planting wildflower seeds which would be done very shortly.
c) Trees were still in pots due to the very wet season and will now be planted in the Autumn. Tree guards etc will need to be purchased.
d) Fruit trees in dog walking area had now been removed.
e) A number of other wildflower areas underway including Mathew’s patch, Knogley Way. Allotment patch cleared and weeded and to be sown within the next few days.
f) Request to residents to adopt sections of existing wildflower areas, or identify areas of their own which they will be asked to tend. 				             
16) Request for permission for bouncy castle for end of school year 2024 party. The members approved the application for  inflatable play equipment to be placed on the KGV playing field for the annual end of year school party on 19th July, organised by the village parents, on the proviso that the equipment was properly supervised to meet insurers requirements and that the inflatable equipment company provided evidence of effective and current public liability insurance. It was also agreed to fund one of these,										 	 Action: Clerk
17) NCC Planning application requirements consultation. The NCC validation checklist set out both national and local information requirements to be included with a planning application. NCC had decided some changes were needed and welcomed the PCs views. The members were fully supportive of the changes particularly those relating to Varying Conditions applications (VARYCOs). 										                  Action: Clerk
18) Any Urgent Business None. 
19) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 5th JUNE at 7.00 p.m. 

The Chair thanked the members of the public for their attendance an interest in the work of the Parish Council.

The meeting closed at 8.51 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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