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LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING

Meeting on:

8th May 2024
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7.00 pm

Present: 
Cllrs Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG Graham Fremlin (Chairman) (GF), Diane Lakey (DL)), Gillian Nelless (GN), 
In attendance

Two members of the public, Clerk
Meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.

1) Apologies for Absence: Dave Wellden (DW). 
2) Welcome & Chairman’s Report: – GF welcomed the members of the public to the meeting. The chairman read out loud the following report:
The Longframlington Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) was put into action during a power outage of over 4 hours. Whilst the system proved to be robust there were points that were noticed that could be improved; particularly in making residents aware, should the internet not be available to some residents. We have therefore set up a programme where full details of when and how help will be available which will be published in the winter issues of Framnews and a short reminder will be part of the Parish Council’s (PC) report during the summer months.

Once again, the PC has been able to freeze its precept which in turn has reduced the amount of council tax residents pay each year, we are able to do this by sound financial planning and without reducing the services we provide.

The wild flower border planted last year was a great success with many residents commenting on how good it was. So this year the PC has allocated more funds and the Biodiversity committee will be creating wild flower meadows at both the North End Cemetery and on one of the old allotments opposite the Cheviot Lodge bus stop. Our thanks go to all those who help with this.

The PC still has issues with NCC not prioritising works such as improvements to the traffic calming on Rothbury Road along with other agreed improvements to the road system within the village, but after a recent meeting we expect these to be resolved this summer.

I would point out that while all enquiries and issues raised by residents are welcomed, the Parish Councillors are all volunteers and our clerk is employed part time, so please be patient if you do not get an immediate reply or a full response in the timescale you might wish. Also remember that unless it is an emergency please think before calling at weekends and Bank Holidays.

Finally, we still have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor so if you would like to join us please contact the clerk who will advise you how to apply.
3) Public Discussion Points: 
a) Tree Felling Beside Chapel View. Concern was expressed that the general understanding in the village of the felled trees was that they were diseased or dead when in fact a number were very healthy. The Chair informed the meeting that the PC were aware of the situation. The developers had placed a 5-day emergency application for trees to be felled. This had been approved by NCC Planning without them visiting the site. An additional application for further work was then made and the PC insisted that NCC come out to inspect the work. Their tree officer agreed that the work was indeed necessary and the application was upheld. The PC have made NCC Planning aware of its concern that they do not physically inspect such applications and of their lack of action when tree felling has taken place outside of consent. Unfortunately, whilst a new Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was in force at the time of the application, planning application decisions override TPOs. The developer has in fact planted many more trees than were felled but these will take many years to mature.
b) Debris left by Contractors Vehicles. Residents were concerned about the debris dropping from contractor’s vehicles from the Bellway development. This was unsightly and blocked drains. Indeed, debris had dropped from vehicles onto cars and one person had come off his bike due to mud on the road. Members of the public who saw or were affected by loose loads on wagons should report this to the police, and provide as much evidence as possible e.g. webcam footage. In situations like this the only action the PC can take is to ask the NCC Planning Enforcement to put a stop to the practice
The Chairman thanked members of the public for their attendance and participation at this very worthwhile meeting. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.17 p.m.
Garth Rhodes
Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 

5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Morpeth, NE65 8AB. Tel: 01665 570347.  
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Signed ………………………………….

Dated……………………………….


