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[bookmark: _Hlk50905324]Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
7.00 p.m. Thursday 16th May 2024
Parish Rooms, Rothbury

Present: 		Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair); Peter Henry (PH); Alan Tait (AT), Fran Tait (FT). 
In attendance: 	Clerk.

1.  Apologies for absence None. 

2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 21st March 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such (proposed FT, seconded (AT), All in Favour).

3. Matters arising from the minutes not included in the agenda including:
i) Notice board on Whitton Bank The lettering on the notice board has now been painted in white. Thanks to AT.
ii) Request for a waste bin near the Lady Bridge. Nothing further on agreement to this from NCC/RPC. Agreed to purchase 4 plastic ‘Please clean up after your dog’ signs to placed near the Lady Bridge. 				   Action: Clerk

4. [bookmark: _Hlk167196140]Police Report.  Crimes Reported from March 14th - May 11th, 2024: There have been no crimes reported to Northumbria Police that would have a wider community impact. Anti-social behaviour from March 14th – May 11th, 2024 There have been no reports of Anti-social behaviour in the Whitton & Tosson areas. Police will continue to patrol the areas when able to do so, to identify any issues/ be available to be notified of any issues. 
5. Highways and Footways Report. AT reported:
Highways: 
· I have yet to meet the roads inspector after my meeting with Graham Bucknall to discuss road conditions and drains.
· The potholes near the caravan sites have been filled, but not the one west of Newtown where the silage bales get stored. 
· The drainage ditches at the side of the roads still need to be dug out to improve drainage. I have not yet approached the farmers to get the drainage ditches dug out.
· I am still waiting for some screen shots from Graham Bucknall of the location of the drain gullies and pipework in our parish. This would record this local knowledge before it is lost.
· The potholes in the Simonside Car Park entrance are due to be addressed by Forest England by the end of March or beginning of April, but no work has begun there.
Footpaths:
· No progress on the poor condition of the footpath signpost at the junction of Carterside Road and the U4016
Verges:
· No problems to report.
Seats & Road Signs:
· The replacement seat for the Lordenshaws Road has now been installed.
· Peter Henry has replaced the seat halfway up Whitton Bank with a brand-new bench.
Drains:
· No problems to report

6. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. Approved.
	28/03/2024
	NCC Payments
	Cemetery Double charge
	37.00

	24/03/2024
	Business Acc. 70103195
	Interest 
	7.58

	04/04/2023
	NCC Ref 6214585
	Precept First Half
	2750.00

	
	
	Total
	2794.58



ii) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting. Approved
	26/03/2024
	Rothbury DCC
	Parish Church Room Hire
	12.00

	04/04/2024
	G Rhodes
	Pay & Expenses (Jan-Mar)
	278.72

	04/04/2024
	HMRC
	PAYE (Jan-Mar)
	65.80

	22/04/2024
	NALC Ref NALC 147 24/25
	Subscription (£62.36) Web Fees (£75.00)
	137.36

	
	
	Total
	493.88



iii) Requests for donations. None.
iv) VAT Return 2022-23. Claim for £58.56 submitted for 2023/24 but payment from HMRC not yet received.

v) Bank Reconciliation to 8th May 2024. 

	Balance per bank statements at 8th May 2024
	
	

	
	Community account
	3484.16
	

	
	Business Saver
	2035.86
	

	
	
	
	5520.02

	Less unpresented Payments
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	5520.02

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	5520.02



vi) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2023/24:
i) [bookmark: _Hlk165977834]To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor. No issues were raised.
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk165977901]To agree and sign the 2023/24 Statement of Control.  Approved and signed.
iii) [bookmark: _Hlk165902358]To approve and sign Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement Approved and signed.
iv) [bookmark: _Hlk165902403]To approve and sign Section 2 - Accounting Statements. Approved and signed.
v) [bookmark: _Hlk165902461][bookmark: _Hlk165903747][bookmark: _Hlk165902486]To approve the Annual Accounts  Approved.
vi) To approve the Explanation of Variances. Approved.
vii) [bookmark: _Hlk165902596] To approve the Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation.	Approved.	 
viii) To approve and sign the 2023/24 Certificate of Exemption. Approved and signed.
ix) To agree the period for the Exercise of Public Rights. The proposed dates for the Exercise of Public Rights were approved. The dates agreed were:
0. Date of Announcement Friday 31st May 2024
0. Commencing on Monday 3rd June 2024
0. Ending Friday 12th July 2024
vii) Annual Insurance.  Awaiting the annual premium from Zurich/NCC.

7. Planning: 
	Reference
	Address
	Type
	Status

	4/00148/FUL
	Land East of Tosson Mill Close Newtown
	Application
	GRANTED 



8. Emergency Planning including:
i) To discuss the developments of the Community Flood Plan and to receive report on implementation of solutions to the flooding issues at Ryehill Colin Hall (EA) had forwarded a flood defence circular and posters. It was agreed to post these on the PC Webpage. The Council received Alan Winlow’s Flood Warden report. Members were delighted at the excellent progress being made on the flood defence works at Ryehill. The joint community/NCC Highways was proving to be a very effective and efficient way to address such a serious issue.  Three Flood Warden applications had been received which were to be forwarded to Colin. PH to submit a completed form to the Clerk.			              Action: PH/Clerk
ii) To consider the Council’s view on replacing overhead power lines in rural areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty with new underground cables. This matter was raised at the January meeting and deferred from the last meeting. The Council agreed no further action.

9. Rothbury JBC Report. It had been agreed that the new shed only required one quotation as the cost was under £1000. The duke’s land agent had indicated that plans to divert the course of the stream to allow the cemetery to be extended may still be possible. The Committee had agreed to the loan of the mechanical digger to the Golf Club in reciprocation for equipment loaned previously by the club.

10. Coquetdale Cluster Report. The last meeting had taken the form of general discussion as the representative who was to speak on the proposed move to internet telephone connectivity did not turn up.

11. NCC Local List Consultation 2024:  Planning application requirements. The validation checklist set out both national and local information requirements for planning applications. NCC produced the local requirements known as the Local List which was reviewed every two years. NCC had decided several changes and had put these out for consultation. The members were fully supportive of all the recommendations which should improve and shorten the application process. It was agreed to submit our comments in favour of the changes.					 Action: Clerk.

12. Any Other Business. None.

13. [bookmark: _Hlk64373777]Dates of Parish Council Meetings for forthcoming year. The following dates were agreed:

[bookmark: _Hlk166850189][bookmark: _Hlk167200065]Thursday 18th July 2024 		at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms
Thursday 19th September 2024 	at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms
Thursday 21st November 2024 	at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms
Thursday 16th January 2025 		at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms
Thursday 20th March 2025 		at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms
Thursday 15th May 2025 		at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms

The meeting closed at 8.03 p.m.

Garth Rhodes, Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com

Minutes _WTPC_16th May 2024			Signed………………..…………   Date …………………
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