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         Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held Monday 30th September 2024

Present:  Cllrs Dick, Millar, Beresford, Mallon and Proud
      Jade Reynolds (Clerk) Pauline Bell (Admin Assistant)
      Officers Chatwin and Hepworth (Northumbria Police)

51/24	Apologies for Absence
County Cllr Towns, Cllrs Oakley, Simon and Sambrook.
In the absence of the Chair, Cllr Oakley it was voted that Cllr Dick would stand in as Chair at this meeting.

52/24	Public Session
Two members of the public were present.  A representative from the Hub thanked the Parish Council for providing the skips on the recent Skip Day.

53/24	To receive any declarations of interests and requests for dispensations
None received.

54/24	Reports
i. Report from Northumbria Police
Officers Chatwin and Hepworth were in attendance.  The meeting was informed that in the last eight weeks there have been eight reports of anti-social behaviour and four off-road bike and e-scooter incidents; all have been dealt with.

ii. Report from County Councillor Towns
Cllr Towns has arranged for two pairs of bollards to be placed at School Court to prevent vehicles from driving over the paths.
Cllr Towns also asked if the Parish Council have any spending plans that he could assist with using the Small Schemes Capital Funding.  The Parish Council will discuss this.

55/24	To agree minutes of the last meeting and any matters arising.
The minutes were agreed with no matters arising.

56/24	Governance and Finance
i. The Financial Statements and Bank Reconciliations for July and August were received and approved by Councillors.
ii. The Budget Report was provided to Councillors with no matters arising.
iii. The External Auditor Report and Certificate for 2023-24 has been received and no issues were raised by the External Auditor.
iv. The following policies have been reviewed and approved:
· Appraisal Policy
· Waste Bin Replacement Policy
· Freedom of Information Policy

57/24	Clerks Report
i. [bookmark: _Int_DSAviUa6]Penine have completed their review of the park, and the Admin Assistant is currently working through the review with Nick from All Seasons to organise the works needed.
ii. NCC have confirmed that they can provide and install the Christmas Lights for the tree in the Community Garden for a total cost of £3300.  This will be a one-off payment covering 3-5 years.  The Parish Council were all in agreement to go forward with this.  The Clerk will liase with NCC.

58/24	Planning
No planning issues received at the time of the meeting.

59/24	Morpeth Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group update
The MND Forum will be held on the 17th of October.
Neighbourhood Planning Consultant, Jo-Anne Garrick, is currently assisting with the LGS forms and we should be in a position to submit them by the end of this week.


60/24	Brick Awards
It was agreed that certificates, badges and a Brick Award would be given to some members of the community for their volunteer work.

61/24 Update on the Lonnen Steps
The Clerk will ask Nick from All Seasons to go ahead with planting the Laurel Hedge.
Cllr Millar will get dimensions and examples of what they would like and forward the information onto Nick.

62/24	Pegswood Football Club Funds Request
The Parish Council have agreed the Football Club’s request for £900 to cover the League Fees for the two football teams.  The Clerk will liaise with the club.

63/24	Urgent Matters Arising
The Clerk will order Remembrance Wreaths – one for Bothal and one to be placed and St Margarets Chapel.
[bookmark: _Int_ICiFGd0e]The Parish Council still have a vacancy for a Councillor.  The Clerk will readvertise this.

64/24 Date of the Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at St Margarets Church Hall on Monday 28th October at 6pm.



Chair Signature:  …………………………………..
Date:  ………………………………………………...
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