	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		6th November  2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Andrew Gawn (AG), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:		Two members of the public, PC 8782 Paul Falkous, PCSO 4187 Peter Johnson, Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence - None 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 17 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk182325967]NCC Planning Website Review
b) Request to write to MP re new school
c) Recruitment of potential new Councillors for the forthcoming election May 2025
3) Declaration of Interests - None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- PC 8782 Paul Falkous, PCSO 4187 Peter Johnson reported that there were no recent crimes or incidents to report within the Parish. Further information on Northumbria Connected was circulated and the officers encouraged people to sign up as they would receive regular updates on crimes and police matters in the area. They also invited the Council to inform them of details of any vehicles that were regularly seen speeding through the village, which they would then follow up.
6) County Councillors Report - None 
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting  The minutes of the meeting held 2nd October 2024.were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded DW, All in Favour.)
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement. Ongoing
b) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:
i. Planning Issues. An email had been sent to Rob Murfin (NCC) to ask for an update on progress with respect to the situation regarding the proposed lighting and footpaths on the Alnwick Fords road at North End. RM had responded to say that he would get the responsible officer to inform us of the current situation. Nothing had been received. Members were completely frustrated at the apparent lack of action by the Planning department and agreed that they had no alternative than to write to the Leader of the Council to express their dissatisfaction that officers of the County Council were not responding to our request. 					             Action GF/Clerk
ii. Highways. 
· Line marking at the re-sited chicane on the Rothbury Road was now complete. However, the line marking at A697/Rothbury Road junction was still awaited. Highways had indicated that this was more difficult to arrange as it required three-way traffic management.
· No further information had been received regarding the installation of the speed restriction signage for the North & South entrances to village on A697.
· There was a persistent problem regarding the blockage of the drain at Carr’s Corner. GF to inspect and inform Highways if necessary.								     Action: GF
c) Longframlington Parish Map. GF had taken photos of the maps and deeds. The prints were very feint. GF had a new editing package which he was to use to attempt to enhance the imaging. If this was not successful, then professional scanning would need to be pursued.								     Action: GF
d) Parish Council Tree Works: Enhancing the Gateway to Longframlington. Felling of dead/diseased trees on A697 was complete. The grant from Members Local Improvement Scheme of £2,000 had been received. Project Monitoring Form had been completed  and was endorsed by Members ready for submission to NCC.			 Action: Clerk
e) Request for Parish Council to recommend co-ordination of X14  and 15 (Rothbury to Alnwick) bus timetables. No further information received. Following a public question, members agreed to canvas opinion on a late-night bus service.   												    Action: AG
GA arrived at 7.20p.m.
f) Bus shelter opposite St. Mary’s Church. On maintenance schedule.
g) Planters and parking measures at corner of Church Street/A697.  GF had discussed this with Highways. Their design team were currently working on alternative solutions to the problem. DW said the A697 south entrance to Church Street required bollards as vehicles were constantly parking and completely blocking the sightline of vehicles exiting Church St.	   										     Action: GF
h) General service review. The asset register had been checked and updated. 
i) Provision & condition of grit bins, bus shelters and waste bins. The broken grit bin to the entrance of Fenwick Park had not yet been removed. GF agreed to remind Graham Bucknall, Highways that he had agreed for its removal.      Action: GF There was a general discussion as to whether the village required additional dog bins. Members were informed that:
i. Dog/waste bins were the developers’ responsibility in housing estates where the highway had not been adopted; 
ii. NCC would no longer empty new dog bins; only general waste bins would be emptied;
iii. The village already had 8 dog bins and several general waste bins and that it was unlikely that NCC would agree to service more.
iv. It was a legal responsibility of dog owners  to clean up and remove dog waste, which they should deposit in their own general domestic waste bins.
j) Annual Inspection of Emergency Grab Bag – The Emergency Grab bag had been checked and all perishable beverage/ foodstuffs had been removed as these were now out of date. The agreement was that Carr’s Corner would provide perishable beverage foodstuff (at cost) whenever a Parish emergency was called. 
k) Lighting of the Xmas Tree event.  To take place on Sunday 1st December at 4.00 p.m. outside the Coronation bus shelter at the corner of the Rothbury Rd/A697.  One set of 100m/1000 lights had failed and had been replaced. Phillip Henzil had again agreed to assist in the erection of the tree which would take place week-beginning 25th November.   Action: GF/DW
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts. Approved.
	22/10/2024
	NCC Ref 5498358
	Contribution towards removal dead trees
	2000.00


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	03/10/2024
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Chimney Sheep: Tree Spats(30) Skewers (120)
	44.70

	03/10/2024
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Cheviot Trees
	56.00

	08/10/2024
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance September
	190.00

	21/10/2024
	Longstaff Tree Surgery
	Felling of trees on A697
	6288.00

	21/10/2024
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Amazon - Survey Line Marker
	8.99

	21/10/2024
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Cartridge People - Toner Cartridge 
	37.75

	21/10/2024
	NCC 292769
	x3 Extra grass cuts
	555.13

	25/10/2025
	G Fremlin reimbursement
	Corporate Xmas Tree 100m/1000 Xmas lights
	305.98

	29/10/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	354.83

	29/10/2024
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	88.00

	18/10/2024
	British Gas 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	21.02

	
	
	Total
	7950.4


c) Requests for donations. Wag & Company North East Friendship Dogs Donation of £100 agreed (Proposed GN, Seconded DW, All in Favour.										 Action: Clerk 
d) Bank Reconciliation. Approved.
	Bank Reconciliation at 29th October 2024
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	

	as at 25th October 2024
	Community account
	
	6168.48

	
	Business Saver
	
	46729.84

	
	
	
	
	52898.32

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	

	
	29/10/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	354.83
	

	
	29/10/2024
	HMRC 
	88.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Uncredited Deposits
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	52455.49

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	52455.49



e) Interim Internal Audit. Completed. There were no queries arising from the audit and no matters to draw to the attention of the members of the Parish Council.
f) Bank Interest Rate change. To take place from 19th December 2024:
	Balance
	Current rate
	Rate from 19/12/2024
	Rate Change

	Less than £999,999
	1.50%
	1.40%
	- 0.10%


g) Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2024/25 and Annual Review of Clerk’s salary 2023/24
i. The annual incremental pay review for 23/24 for the Clerk had not been considered in February 2024 (at the anniversary of appointment). It was agreed to raise the Clerk’s Salary from the current Spinal Column Point (SCP )11: £13.50 p.h. to (SCP )12: £13.73 (2023/24 rates) backdated  to February 2024.
ii. The Local Government Association had reached an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025. The Council agreed to accept the new rate, backdated to 1st April 2024. The hourly rate for the current year for the Clerk at SCP 12 would therefore be £14.36 p.h. 

10) Allotments
a) Management. The remaining vacant allotment had been offered to the applicant who was first on the waiting list. Several phone and email messages had been left with them but no response had been received. It was therefore agreed that the vacancy be offered to the second person on the list. The applicant who had not responded would remain on the list.	           										           Action: GF/Clerk
b) Maintenance. The rotten posts at the allotments at the west end, had been replaced.
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report
b) Maintenance. 
i.	Outdoor gym – painting touch-up. Ongoing  							   Action: DW
ii.	Check/repair seat on dual springer. Ongoing 							   Action: DW
iii.	Tennis nets had been repaired and stored.
iv.	Coating/cladding for brickwork in sports court.  Ongoing. Agreed that, in addition, this research should also include replacement playing surface.	 						     	     	     Action: DL
v.	Anti-slip tape for style had been installed
c) Summer activity programme for young people 2025.  Three sessions had been agreed with the organiser. These would be offered to the wider age group as this had attracted more attendees in the previous year. 
d) Request for additional playground equipment.  Lucy Mason had written a letter to the PC with over 50 signatures of support,  requesting additional playground equipment. A local businessman had indicated that he was willing to contribute to the purchase of equipment.  Members agreed this was a request that they would support.  To move the matter forward, it was agreed that Councillor Apthorpe would meet and work with Lucy and other interested young people to produce some ideas for a detailed proposal to be considered by the full PC.  Clerk to inform Lucy in writing. However, the PC were unlikely to agree to the request for a zip wire. This had been considered in the past, and there was strong opposition from several residents who lived close to the park, about the noise a zip wire would cause. GA to explore with Lucy other similar types of equipment that were more likely to be acceptable to people who lived close by. 
  Action: GA/Clerk
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.	
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	24/02749/FUL
	Kenmore Longframlington NE65 8AQ 3 single storey extensions affixed to existing bungalow with internal alterations
	Permitted
	 See previous minutes for details  

	24/02500/FUL
	Roseworth Cottage Longframlington NE65 8DT Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of site with 4no.
detached dwellings
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/03002/VARYCO	
	Former West Road Garage Site Rothbury Road Removal of Condition 7 (Surface Water)
	Granted
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/02958/FUL
	13 Church Street Longframlington 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/03481/LBC
	Low Town, Northern Farmhouse. Installation of wooden patio doors and new window on East gable
	Application
Registered

	No objection

	24/02870/S106A
	Land North Of Fairfields change shared ownership affordable housing units to affordable rent
	Application
Registered
	Insufficient responses to submit comment


	
b) Councillor Comments. The Chair reminded councillors of their obligation to provide comments for applications which had to be dealt with between PC meetings.								     Action: All
13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None.
b) Memorial applications. None.
c) Maintenance. Power-washing and maintenance of paths was on the maintenance schedule.
d) Cemetery extension. The Diocesan Office had informed the PC that it would defer the consecration until the Spring when the weather was more clement and the land would more likely to be dry.
14) Action Plan – November2024 
a) Review of internal policies & procedures .						           Action: GF/Clerk
b) Allotments - carry out inspections.							               Action: GF/AG
c) Sports courts and playground – Review condition and record equipment at the sports ground 		   Action: DW
d) FramNews Report - Items to include:								   Action: DW
i. Xmas lighting report and thanks to Carr’s Corner, Village Inn, Phillip Henzil
ii. Tree planting around the village
iii. Tree felling on A697
iv. Request for play equipment and PC’s response to support this
v. Facebook consultation on improved x14 bus service
e) Check quotes for electricity for sportscourt. Due for renewal by 20th February 2025. Awaiting information.	 Action: Clerk
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report 
i. Scything of wild flower areas near completion.
ii. Wildflower verge had mostly been strimmed apart from small area where flowering was ongoing.
iii. Tree planting to take place within the next few weeks
iv. The committee were asked to consider their budget for the forthcoming year as the PC budget would be drawn up in December.										 Action: Clerk
16) Funding for and Maintenance of Defibrillator adjacent the URC Church. The PCC considered a request from the URC for funding for the maintenance and regular checks of the defibrillator at the URC Hall. It was the view of the members that the installation of the defibrillator at the URC’s own property could not be considered to be within the Parish Council’s responsibility and therefore its ongoing maintenance should reside with the URC. However, the Council did agree to offer a one-off grant of £59.99 for the purchase of replacement defibrillator pads. The Council was unable to commit to taking on the ongoing maintenance costs of this defibrillator nor its regular checking and reports to the Circuit.		 Action: Clerk
17) Any Urgent Business 
a) NCC Planning Website Review. NCC were carrying out a review to inform the improvement of the planning website.   Agreed that this be delegated to the Chair and Clerk.					           Action: GF/Clerk
b) Request to write to MP re new school. An email had been received from Anne Lowrie following the budget announcement that some 500 old state schools were not fit for purpose and were to be rebuilt at a total cost of £1.4 billion. She asked that the PC write to the new MP, David Smith, to urge him to take an interest in our case and push for the funding for a new school in Longframlington. She suggested that a copy of the email be sent to the Leader of the County Council. Members discussed this at length and agreed that they would not support such a proposal for the following reasons:
i. The 500 schools had already been identified. Swarland School was not one of these. It had already been identified that the school buildings had at least a 10-year life.
ii. Such an action at this stage may jeopardise the current feasibility study which was to be published in March 2025. 
iii. That our MP be consulted once the outcomes of the feasibility study were known.
However, it was agreed that Councillor Thorne be asked to approach Glen Sanderson to remind him of the publication date of the study.								    		   Action: GN
c) Recruitment of potential new Councillors for the forthcoming election May 2025. The Chair reminded members that there would be a number of councillor vacancies at the next Parish Council elections in May and encouraged them to consider and approach possible candidates.							   Action: ALL
18) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 4th December 2024 at 7.00 p.m. . 

The meeting closed at 8.08 p.m.


Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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