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[bookmark: _Hlk50905324]Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
7.00 p.m. Thursday 21st N0vember 2024
Parish Rooms, Rothbury

Present: 	Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair); Peter Henry (PH); Alan Tait (AT), Fran Tait (FT). 
In attendance: 	Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk64373777]Apologies for absence None.
2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th September2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such (Proposed FT, Seconded (AT), All in Favour).
3. Matters arising from the minutes not included in the agenda 
i) Unsuitability of the 60mph speed limit passing Carterside Farmhouse, cottages, holiday cottages and caravan parks. Clerk had written to the resident as requested. No response had been received.
ii) Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan Consultation. Longfram PC was supportive of the document but had made no direct response. Recommendations all seemed to require additional funding but no clear proposals for this were included in the document. The Clerk had therefore not pursued a submission form WTPC.
iii) North Northumberland Hospice Care. Letter of thanks received.
4. Police Report. Apologies received as the team were on rest days. Local reports had been shared by Northumbria Connected.
5. Highways and Footways Report AT presented the following report:
Highways: There are currently no reportable potholes. However, there are some potholes developing in some of the passing places which will need to be addressed.
Footpaths: The path from Great Tosson to Simonside had become overgrown but has now been cut back.
Verges: The trees at the southern end of the bridge in Rothbury are now losing their leaves and so the obstruction to the view of oncoming traffic is greatly reduced.
Seats & Road Signs: There have been no requests to replace the bench at Whitton Villa
Drains: The drains have been checked and some leaf blockage removed as the forecast is for snow and heavy rain.
6. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. Approved.
	02/09/2024
	Barclays A/C 70103195
	Interest
	7.64



ii) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting.
	23/09/2024
	Rothbury Parish Council
	JBC Fees second half 
	1334.00

	23/09/2024
	Rothbury DCC
	Hire Parish Rooms
	12.00

	24/09/2024
	North N/land Hospice care
	Donation
	50.00

	30/09/2024
	HMRC PAYE
	PAYE (Jul-Sep)
	82.20

	30/09/2024
	G Rhodes
	Pay & Expenses (Jul-Sep)
	344.70

	
	
	Total
	1822.9



iii) Requests for donations. 
a. Wag & Company North East Friendship Dogs. Not agreed
b. Great North Air Ambulance Service.  £100.00 agreed					   Action: Clerk
iv) Bank Reconciliation. Approved.
	Bank Reconciliation at 18 November 2023

	
	£

	Balance per online e- bank statements at 18/11/2023
	

	Community account
	2302.51

	Business Saver
	2051.11

	
	4353.62

	Less unpresented cheques
	0.00

	Uncredited Deposits
	0.00

	Balance 
	4353.62

	Balance per cash book 
	4353.62



v) Notice of reduction in interest rate on Business Premium Account. The interest rate for the business premium account  would reduce from 1.50% to 1.40% from 19th December 2024.
vi) Consider and approve local government services pay agreement 2024/25 and Clerk’s annual pay rise January 2024.
i. The annual incremental pay review for 23/24 for the Clerk was not considered in January 2024 (at the anniversary of  appointment). Members agreed an incremental pay increase to SCP 14 £14.21 p.h. backdated to January 20/24.  
ii. The Local Government Association had reached an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025. Employers were encouraged to implement this pay award as soon as possible. The Council agreed to accept the agreement. This would mean the Clerk’s pay would rise to  £14.84 p.h. at SCP 14 from 1st April 2024.          Action: Clerk
vii) Preparations for Budget and Precept request 2025/26.  There were no additional items to be included for the budget.

7. Planning: To consider any planning applications. No new applications for consideration at the present time.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Comments

	24/03309/FUL
	Juniper Whitton Morpeth Northumberland NE65 7RL
	Application Registered
	No objection



8. Community Flood Plan: To receive update on developments including flood solutions at Ryehill and Cowhaugh .
i) Flood Solutions at Ryehill AW had reported that the drainage modifications at Ryehill worked well during the recent floods. However, this was a modest flood in comparison to Storm Babet. The flood associated with Babet was at least a metre higher. The benefits of the works carried out are that the road verge had been protected and no further erosion had occurred. To minimise the risk of flooding in the properties, NCC needed to carry out the work downstream and AW and team had to create the willow spiling, which could be done this winter. The quicker the willow produced extensive root systems the better.
ii) Flood Signage at Cowhaugh AW/Clerk had a site meeting with Graham Bucknall (GB), NCC Highways, to discuss flood sign sitings and wording for signage at both sides of the flood area at Cowhaugh and a further advisory sign at top of Whitton Bank. GB to draw up designs for approval by WTPC.
9. Rothbury JBC Report  There had not been a meeting since the last PC meeting.
10. Coquetdale Cluster Report  AT/FT reported:
	David Smith MP (DS) attended: The following matters were raised 
· Berwick third largest constituency in the country, with around 100 settlements in the area.    
· Government agenda was to push forward electric vehicles/air source heating, however it not easy if 
the infrastructure not in place.  Five hundred households within the Coquet Valley currently not 
connected to the electricity grid, and infrastructure was a priority.  The challenge of access to services is a consistent theme in rural areas, where it is more costly to live, with residents receiving poorer services.   
· Internet telephone lines/internet dropping out problematic.  Once the copper line service had been 
abolished, phone services would be a problem in rural areas, particularly within an aging population.  DS had discussed problems with B.T. Openreach 
· DS had been engaging with farmers, especially since the budget, and was to meet with two groups of farmers from Northumberland. Farming intersects with sustainability/environmental issues. However, food production was vital for national security and had to come first. He was to meet with Mike Pratt, Head of the Northumberland Wildlife Trust in the coming weeks, and further environmental organisations.   
· A T registered disappointment at the cancelling of the dualling of the A1.  DS also disappointed with the decision, with £67 million spent over the last 14 years on buying land/planning etc.  Minister for the Future of Roads to continue to push for dualling, however safety had to be sorted out. DS advised there is a £650million budget for transport connectivity investment for villages, towns and cities.  Minister to set up a meeting with the Highways Agency to discuss expediting work to junctions/roads.   
· Sale of Rothbury Estate.  Concerns voiced over wildlife management/ global warming  vs agriculture. Long-term thinking for the estate was required.   
· Water testing currently being carried out in the Coquet Valley by newly formed: Coquet River Action Group. 
· Transport issues need to be debated in rural areas, particularly school transport, with many pupils sent 
long distances around the county. There had been a sharp reduction since 2015,  in miles covered by bus 
services.  There were proposals to bring buses back under public control, with bus providers  not just providing
services where they can make a healthy profit. North East Combined Authority Mayor currently running a consultation relating to integrated transport.
Crises Management: Rothbury Parish Council had instigated a Crises Management plan which had been put into abeyance. NCC civil contingency team would be able to assist in the future if the project was resurrected. 
Items from individual Parish Councils:  Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Council was currently in dialogue with the land agent  for Rothbury Estate and hopefully also the Wildlife Trust about the future of farming and biodiversity on the estate. This was a sensitive and complex issue. 
11. New Woodland Creation Consultation - Great Tosson. There was unanimous support from members (apart from one declaration of interest) for the woodland creation, given that the long-term vision for this project was to ‘create a native woodland sympathetic to the landscape providing increased biodiversity, flood protection and amenity value’.  Members agreed that the woodland would be a real biodiversity asset for the local community and acknowledged that it would hopefully help with flood protection within the Parish.						   Action: Clerk
12. Request for dog refuse bin between Whitton and Tosson. Councillor NCJ Tuckey, Thropton Parish Council had raised concerns about the lack of a dog refuse bin between Whitton and Tosson and requested that the PC  install a bin between Whitton and the holiday cottages. The Council did not support the request. Their decision was based on the fact that this has been the only request the Council had received for such provision. Also, in reaching this decision, the Members took into consideration its understanding of the current situation regarding the provision of dog refuse bins in Northumberland as outlined below:
· NCC no longer service new dog bins. They will only empty new general waste bins.
· New general waste bin collection will only be undertaken on current waste collection routes and at the discretion of NCC. 
· NCC are attempting to reduce the amount of street furniture in rural areas. 
· By law it is a dog owner’s responsibility to remove their dog waste. If no bins are available, they should take this home and deposit this in their general waste. In Northumberland, general waste and dog waste is incinerated together and not kept separate.
The Council did agree that if there were further requests for such provision, it would revisit the matter.
13. Northumberland County Council planning website review The members amended and approved the content of the Council’s response.									                     Action: Clerk
14. Any Other Business. None.
15. Items for next meeting.
i) Budget and Precept
16. Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Thursday 16th January 2025 at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms.

The meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.

Garth Rhodes, Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB
       Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com
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