	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		2nd October 2024
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN). Dave Wellden (DW)
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), One member of the public, Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence Andrew Gawn (AG), Gillian Apthorpe(GA).
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 18 below – None. 
3) Declaration of Interests – None.
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None.
5) Community Police Report- July 1st -2nd October 2024. There has been no crimes, anti-social behaviour or incidents of note reported to Northumbria Police that would have a wider community impact.
6) County Councillors Report – Councillor Thorne reported that:
i. That NCC had considered at a pre-application planning meeting the development of an Artificial Intelligence (AI) Centre on the former British Volt site in Blyth. The proposal comes from the American company, Blackstone, the world’s largest alternative asset manager. This would likely be the largest investment site in the UK for a series of AI data centres and could provide 1,600 AI jobs, 1200 long term construction jobs and a further 2,700 supply chain jobs within the County. Blackstone have 60 similar sites in the US and one in the Netherlands. They would invest £10bn into the project, £110m would be received by NCC with an additional £15m coming in annually as rates. Whilst the site was originally intended for clean energy projects, the AI centre would require huge amounts of clean energy generated by the Byth Renewables scheme. The AI application is hoped to be received by NCC before Christmas and to be considered in the Spring.
ii. The NCC Strategic Planning Committee had considered and been minded to approve an application for the construction of a new 105 bed care home on the old Benfield Motors site in Morpeth. This was an excellent location for a care home although there was some serious consideration regarding its impact as a five-storey building on this conservation area and the requirements needed for flood evacuation planning. The benefits were considered to outweigh the negatives as this would bring in an additional 90 full time jobs into Morpeth.
The PC members agreed that both developments were very positive.
iii. TT expressed his extreme disappointment that Highways had still not cleared the overhanging trees at Alnwick Fords.
iv. There was to be a village litter pick on Saturday 12th October.
Cllr Thorne left the meeting at 7.14 p.m.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 4th September 2024.were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DW, Seconded DL, All in Favour.)
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement. Ongoing.
b) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:
i. Planning Issues GF reported that the PC had received nothing further regarding the proposed street lighting and footpaths on the Alnwick Fords road at Northend. It was agreed that he write to Head of Planning to express our extreme concern and disappointment and request an urgent update for the next PC meeting. 	     Action: GF
GF had written to the Head of Planning regarding NCCs interpretation of the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan statement on identified need, which in their view was not a mitigating factor when considering planning applications within the village boundary. The matter had been submitted to NCCs Neighbourhood Planning Manager, Sarah Brannigan  who had upheld the Planning Department’s interpretation. Members were extremely disappointed with this outcome but agreed that under the circumstances it could take no further action.
ii. Highways. Whilst the work to move the chicane on the Rothbury Road was now complete we were still awaiting the painting of the yellow lines on the Rothbury Road and at the junction with the A697, along with the installation of the agreed speed restrictions at either end of the village.
iii. Tree Preservation Order: Land South of Longframlington United Reformed Church (No.06 of 2024).  We had received the made order for these two trees on A697 following our TPO application. Comments to be submitted by 14th October after which NCC would make its decision upon the order..
c) Longframlington Parish Map.  Photos of the maps and deeds yet to be taken.				     Action: GF
d) Parish Council Tree Works and Enhancing the Gateway to Longframlington. Having received no replies from NCC (although reminded), Longstaff’s had been  instructed to go ahead with the tree works They had now requested the traffic management company to apply for a permit from NCC. The PC had asked NCC to expedite the application.
e) Request for Parish Council to recommend co-ordination of X14  and 15 (Rothbury to Alnwick) bus timetables The Council had received a reply from NCC saying that this would be considered along with other requests from other town and parish councils in the area concerning improvements to local bus services. They were currently looking at how best to deliver improvements in a cost effective and sustainable manner.
f) Bus shelter opposite St. Mary’s Church. Maintenance contractor had this to be powerwashed on his schedule of work.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts. Approved.
	02/09/2024
	Barclays
	Interest Premium A/C 30586455
	174.11

	03/09/2024
	J Richmond 
	Memorials Fees Rochester x 2
	200.00

	03/09/2024
	NCC Ref 5473692
	2024/25 Precept Second Half
	5000.00

	05/09/2024
	Pat Young
	Burial Fee
	200.00

	
	
	Total
	5574.11



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	06/09/2024
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance August
	355.00

	30/09/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	465.40

	30/09/2024
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	115.40

	20/09/2024
	Wave 
	Water charges Cemetery
	22.85

	17/09/2024
	British Gas 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	23.01

	 
	
	Total
	981.66



c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation. Approved.
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 30 September 2024
	£

	Balance per bank statements as at 25th September 2024
	
	

	
	Community account
	
	12256.85

	
	Business Saver
	
	46729.84

	
	
	
	
	58986.69

	Less unpresented payments
	30/09/2024
	Garth Rhodes
	465.40
	

	
	30/09/2024
	HMRC 
	115.40
	

	 
	
	
	
	580.80

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	58405.89

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	58405.89



10) Allotments
a) Management. One tenant had now been asked to vacate their allotment due to lack of maintenance. A further tenant had given up their allotment. There had been two new requests for plots and one allotment had been allocated.
b) Maintenance. Fencing and hedging work was on the contractor’s maintenance schedule. One plot was waiting to be levelled.
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. Gym equipment, some small areas of paint flaking would benefit from painting. Small area of laminate seat broken off dual springer; not dangerous but may need attention at some point. Flaking of brickwork in sportscourt continued and may need attention. Tennis net was lying on the court and didn’t seem to be being used. Actions agreed:
i. Outdoor gym – painting touch-up.								   Action: DW
ii. Check/repair seat on dual springer								   Action: DW
iii. Store tennis nets									   Action: DW
iv. Investigate coating/cladding for brickwork in sports court					     Action: DL
b) Actions following RoSPA inspection. Anti-slip tape for style purchased and awaiting installation.		     Action: GF
c) Summer activity programme for young people 2025. To book three sessions with Callum Lawn for summer 2025 	     											     Action: DL
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.	
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	24/02749/FUL
	Kenmore Longframlington NE65 8AQ 3 single storey extensions affixed to existing bungalow with internal alterations
	Registered
	 See previous minutes for details  

	24/02500/FUL
	Roseworth Cottage Longframlington NE65 8DT Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of site with 4no.
detached dwellings
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/03002/VARYCO	
	Former West Road Garage Site Rothbury Road Removal of Condition 7 (Surface Water)
	Application
Registered
	No Comment

	24/02958/FUL
	13 Church Street Longframlington 
	Application
Registered
	No objection


	
13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None.
b) Memorial applications. Robin Rochester inscription approved. 
c) Maintenance. Contractor has been asked to powerwash and carry out repairs to the paths. He had been instructed not to cut the extension.
d) Cemetery extension. Date for the consecration has been agreed: 19th November 2024 although Diocesan Office had been warned that the land may be very wet and a possible date in late Spring 2025 had been suggested.
14) Action Plan – October 2024 
a) General Service review and assessment - Ensure asset register up to date with transfers and purchases. Archive and remove out of date on-line and hard copy data/documentation.				           Action: GF/Clerk
b) Review community engagement – Members were of the opinion that the processes employed to engage with the community were varied and appropriate. The Facebook page was regularly monitored and comments/questions were provided with responses. Users were advised to contact the Clerk for any urgent matters.
c) Check on provision and conditions of grit bins; bus shelters; waste bins 				     Action: All
d) Annual Inspection of Emergency Action Grab Bag – to ensure full complement of equipment and provisions; that equipment in full working order and provisions have good sell by dates. Replace any faulty equipment and out of date stock.									                             Action: GF/Clerk
e) Arrange Interim Internal Audit. To be submitted to the auditor 30th October in order for auditor’s report to be presented 6th November.										 Action: Clerk
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report
a) Ian Lakey had attended the scything workshop organised by Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Council (BHCP)
b) The wildflower verge had been scythed and the wildflower allotment would be done soon.
c) Scything of the cemetery extension was a massive commitment. G. Christie had been asked if there was a suitable alternative procedure. BHCP and other scything volunteer groups may be able to assist.
d) The materials required for the tree planting had now been ordered and planting would take place over the next four weeks.
e) The method for calculating the impact of the Parish’s diversity initiatives was currently being considered.
f) A complaint had been made to NCC regarding weeds in the wildflower verge. Clerk had provided evidence of work to address the weeds.
16) Public Rights of Way: Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan. GF reported that whilst the plan was full of good intention, its success would be reliant on a huge community involvement. NCC would need to implement an effective process to inform and recruitment engagement. A major proposal for improved accessibility, was to remove all styles on public footpaths and replace these with gates. However, this proposal would be of major concern to farmers and landowners. The costs of the proposals were great  and would require a significant amount of funding. A major improvement was that all public footpaths in the County had now been mapped.
17) Planters on Front Street. The wooden planters required replacement as the wood was now rotten. The plants in the stone planters all needed replacing. The resident who has been caring for the planters would discontinue her volunteer role at the end of the year. The area in front of the Lion fountain was being used to park cars and this was causing a dangerous hazard for drivers using Church Street as the parked vehicles were completely blocking the sightline and pedestrians were unable to pass on the pavement. The reason why the area in front to the Lion was originally made was to cut down on parking at this point because of the sightline problem. The road markings and signage at this point also need serious attention. The installation of bollards may be the solution. It was agreed to consult with NCC Highways on this matter in the first instance.	     Action: GF
18) Any Urgent Business – None.
19) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 6th November  2024 at 7.00 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 8.08 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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