
Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee  
APPROVED MINUTES  
Meeting held Tuesday 4th June 2024 at Featherstone Village 
Hall, 19:00pm  

Signed:………………………………..                                                                      
Date:16/07/2024 

 

Present    Cllr M Ridley  
Cllr A Whitehead 

 Cllr A Sharp  
Cllr E Walton 
Cllr D R-Mackie  
 

 Clerk – Miss K L Heaney  
Cemetery Keeper – Sean Glenton 

19.00  

39/24  Meeting Started at 19:01pm, Apologies for absence – Apologies received for Cllr 
Howard Maxted and Cllr Alison Dale. 
Thirlwall Parish Council absent – However, no appointment made yet.    

  

40/24 Appointments  
Chair – Cllr M Ridley was re-nominated. Members agreed. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                           SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                                     AGREED                                                                                                                                 
 Vice Chair – Members nominated Cllr A Whitehead.  
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                         SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                              AGREED                                                                                                                                 
HTC Staffing Committee (two members)– Cllr A Sharp proposed for Cllr E Walton & Cllr A 
Dale to carry on this role. The committee agreed. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                         SECONDED Cllr D R-Mackie                                          AGREED                                                                                                                                 

41/24  Declarations of Interest  
The chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest in each 
agenda item.  

42/24  Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:  
Minutes from 15th March 2024 were signed and approved.   
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                        SECONDED Cllr D R-Mackie                                         AGREED  

Minutes from 24th April 2024 were signed and approved.  
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                        SECONDED Cllr D R-Mackie                                         AGREED    

43/24  Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the 
current agenda. 
No matters.  

 44/24  Clerks Report                                                                                                                          Noted  
Members received Clerks report- Members happy with the report. Members requested 
that the ICCM photo competition go onto our website which the Clerk will organise. Other 
then that no updates from Network rail – clerk will keep members updated.   
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr D R-Mackie                                           AGREED  
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45/24  Cemetery Matters  
45/24.01 Exclusive Rights – Exclusive rights for plot 3341 required additional signature. 
No other ERs to sign/approve.  
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                                     AGREED          

45/24.02 Cemetery Report received and circulated around members - Noted  

Trees at Greenhead Cemetery to be looked at – Clerk and Cemetery Keeper going to meet 
onsite and let members know of date/time. Trees surrounding the Cemetery and a couple 
over the path need some maintenance (Cemetery & Clerk to look at on site) May need to 
investigate who owns trees surrounding cemetery (such as school/network rail to see if 
they will investigate/assist). Overall members happy with grass cutting progress in both 
cemeteries.  
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley          SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                                                    AGREED 
45/24.03 Grass cutting (Second Mower D Benson Business)  
Members happy for D Benson to use second mower to assist with grass cutting. Members 
agreed it JBC Clerk will get in touch With Mr Benson to inform him.  
PROPOSED Cllr D R-Mackie                     SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                               AGREED 

46/24  Allotments –   
46/24.01 46/24.01 To Approve Discretionary Requests- Discretionary request 
received from plot.44 to add grandson onto tenancy. Members discussed and agreed the 
grandson could not be added onto the tenancy, members were happy to agree with the 
grandson assisting on the plot. Members agreed it should be stated clearly in the letter 
being sent out there is ‘No automatic succession’ 
PROPOSED Cllr E Walton                   SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                                      AGREED 

Overall members happy with the general updates from the allotments – however incident 
was reported form an allotment holder that someone had tried to steal a child’s bike 
(there was almost an altercation and the police have been informed). Overall general 
vandalism has stopped at Wydon Allotments, so The Committee is happy. 

 

47/24  Land Registration of Haltwhistle & Greenhead Cemetery  
45/24.04 Land Transfer Updates – Report received from Haltwhistle Town Council 
Clerk, which The Burial Committee Clerk read out to members. Cllr A Sharp proposed 
JBC (Haltwhistle Burial Committee) cover any legal fees to get this sorted. Members all 
agreed.  
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                                SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                            AGREED 

48/24  Reports on Financial Matters.  
48/24.01 Balances, Income and Expenditure as at 29th May 2024 – Council members 
happy with reports received.  
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                                        SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                            AGREED  
48/24.02 Payments for Approval as at 29th May 2024 -    
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The amount(s) of £5,993.58 were approved.   
Cllr M Ridley                                                SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                       AGREED  
48/24.03 Budget – Members were happy to approve. Cllr A Sharp spoke through the 
budget along with the Clerk. Members discussed digger finance – runs until 2026. 
Members discussed and agreed that the clerk investigate a possible settlement fee for 
the next meeting. Members also asked for grounds contracting in finance to be clarified.   
Cllr A Sharp                                                 SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                       AGREED 

48/24.04 Assets – DEFERRED until next meeting – Clerk to bring along asset info.  
49/24 Policies & Standing Orders – To review  

Policies & standing orders circulated around members before the meeting. Members 
agreed to DEFER due to members requesting paper copies. Clerk will organise and add 
Policies & Standing Orders onto next agenda.  

50/24  Melkridge Parish Council – noted. 
Clerk received report/advice from Haltwhistle Town Clerk with NALC advice included and 
read aloud. Members also discussed and reviewed draft letter that was circulated and 
agreed an amendment to the letter (Cllr A Sharp happy for progress to be moved)  

51/24 Cllr A Sharp proposed The Hearse House Quotes be discussed as part of the public 
meeting rather than confidential – members agreed.  
51/24.01 Hearse House Roof – Consider Quotes.  
The Brial Clerk received two quotes – the Burial Committee reviewed and discussed both 
quotes, and then agreed to readvertise due to difference in quotes and detail given.  
Clerk to draft up advert, together with an agreed specification, to go Haltwhistle Town 
Council Facebook – Burial Committee Clerk will also organise getting a notice on both 
noticeboards (Haltwhistle TC and the Cemetery noticeboard). The members agreed for 



Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee  
APPROVED MINUTES  
Meeting held Tuesday 4th June 2024 at Featherstone Village 
Hall, 19:00pm  

Signed:………………………………..                                                                      
Date:16/07/2024 

the advert to be open for 2 weeks and then to meet and discuss once the tender closes. 
Clerk to organise and then circulate information to members.  
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                                                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                    AGREED  

52/24 Confidential Matters: Resolution to Exclude Press and Public  

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following 
item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area. 

Resolution 
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that 
the public be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.” 
 
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for 
the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined 
in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.  
Clerk and Cemetery Keeper left the meeting @ 20:53pm.  
52/24.01 Staffing matters – to consider outcome from letters sent from meeting on 
24th April 2024 
The Committee were informed Haltwhistle Town Council Clerk (The Host Council) had 
resigned.  After a lengthy discussion on how this impacted on HDJBC, it was agreed there 
was a need to streamline and become more efficient. 
A proposal that the HDJBC pay six (6) hours a week for the additional work to be 
undertaken to implement changes which will be firmed up by the Staffing Group, 
together with new job descriptions for staff.  Proposed by E Walton, Seconded by D 
Rogan-Mackie, Agreed by all in attendance. 
Cllr E Walton                                                 SECONDED Cllr D R-Mackie                                         AGREED 

  
53/24  

Date and Time of next 
Meeting. 
Tuesday 16th July 2024 at 
19.00pm   
Venue – Lambley Village Hall – Clerk to contact Ian Hopper to book and will 
send confirmation to members once booked.     

  

 

 


