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LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

Meeting on:

8th May 2024
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall 
Meeting time:

Following Annual Village Meeting at 7.00 p.m.
Present: 
Cllrs Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG) Graham Fremlin (Chairman) (GF), Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), 
In attendance

2 members of the public, Clerk

The meeting opened at 7.18 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence: Dave Wellden (DW)
2) Minutes of the Previous Annual Council Meeting held on 10th May 2023 were approved as a true record and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded GA, All in Favour)
3) Chairman’s Report. The Chairman referred those present to the report presented at the Annual Village Meeting which immediately preceded the Annual Council Meeting:
The Longframlington Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) was put into action during a power outage of over 4 hours. Whilst the system proved to be robust there were points that were noticed that could be improved; particularly in making residents aware, should the internet not be available to some residents. We have therefore set up a programme where full details of when and how help will be available which will be published in the winter issues of Framnews and a short reminder will be part of the Parish Council’s (PC) report during the summer months.

Once again, the PC has been able to freeze its precept which in turn has reduced the amount of council tax residents pay each year, we are able to do this by sound financial planning and without reducing the services we provide.

The wild flower border planted last year was a great success with many residents commenting on how good it was. So, this year the PC has allocated more funds and the biodiversity committee will be creating wild flower meadows at both the North End Cemetery and on one of the old allotments opposite the Cheviot Lodge bus stop. Our thanks go to all those who help with this. 
I would point out that while all enquiries and issues raised by residents are welcomed, the Parish Councillors are all volunteers and our clerk is employed part time, so please be patient if you do not get an immediate reply or a full response in the timescale you might wish. Also remember that unless it is an emergency please think before calling at weekends and Bank Holidays.

Finally, we still have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor so if you would like to join us please contact the clerk who will advise you how to apply.
The chairman went on to thank all members for their efforts and dedication over the last year with particular mention of Councillor Lakey in chairing the biodiversity committee which has brought positive change to the village and is continuing with many more projects, and councillor Nelless for chairing the new school project committee which has brought clarity to the situation, and has succeeded in reaching agreement with NCC with regard to reserving a possible site in the village and a full feasibility study on replacement school. 

4) Election of Officers
a) Chairman: Cllr Graham Fremlin was proposed by DL and seconded by GA. All in Favour.
b) Vice Chairman: Cllr Diane Lakey was proposed by GA and seconded by GN. All in Favour.
c) Agree Cheque Signatories: It was resolved to keep the current member signatories as GF, GN. DL and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.  Proposed GF and seconded GA. All in Favour
d) Responsibilities for coming year:
i) Allotments & Dog Walking Area:

Cllrs Dave Wellden & Graham Fremlin
ii) Cemetery:



Cllrs Graham Fremlin, Gillian Nelless & Dave Wellden
iii) Rights of Way:



Cllrs Dave Wellden & Diane Lakey
iv) St Mary’s



Cllrs Gillian Nelless & Gillian Apthorpe

v) King George V Playing Field:

Cllrs Graham Fremlin, Diane Lakey, Dave Wellden & Gillian 
Apthorpe
vi) Social Media



Cllrs Gillian Apthorpe, Graham Fremlin, Andrew Gawn
vii) Climate Change


Cllrs Diane Lakey, Gillian Apthorpe
viii) Roving Brief



Cllr Andrew Gawn
Meeting closed at 7. 25pm.

Garth Rhodes Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 
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Signed ………………………………….

Dated……………………………….


