	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING
Meeting on:		2nd April  2025
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG)  Diane Lakey (DL) – Chair of meeting, Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7.02 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence – GF. The members sent Graham and Helen their Best Wishes.
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 19 below. None.
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- Apologies from the police to say they were unable to attend the meeting. There were no issues to report for Longframlington. 
6) County Councillors Report 
a) Hard Standing Cheviot Lodge/Rothbury Rd Bus stop. TT had submitted his request to the Members Local Improvement Scheme and £4,500 had been set aside for this work which was to be carried out internally by NCC.
b) Footpath on Rothbury Road adjacent former Dennis Common Garage.  TT was pleased to see that work on the footpath was now complete.
c) Planning Committee. A special meeting was to be convened in April to consider important outstanding planning applications prior to the May elections.
Members made TT aware of the litigation issues with respect to the Wildflower Area. TT expressed his disappointed and dismay that one individual could cause such disruption to an important community asset, which had been widely applauded throughout the village and beyond.
GA again asked about the orchid area at the Newton-on-the-Moor/A1 junction. TT indicated that NCC would make every effort to maximise the area to be left uncut.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting – The minutes of the meeting held 5th March 2025 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DW, Seconded GN, All in Favour).
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement.  GA was awaiting amendments from members. It was agreed that as information on local businesses and services was published regularly in the FramNews and that such information was also readily available on the internet and through social networks, there was no necessity to produce a business directory.									                Action: DL/All 
b) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:
i. Planning Issues.
· Stage 1 Complaint re provision of pavement and street lighting Alnwick Fords Road. This meeting had been postponed due to Graham’s ill health. Agreed to further postpone the meeting until GF was available or representatives who would attend the meeting were availed of the full facts.			 Action: Clerk
· Former West Road Garage Site Rothbury Road Longframlington Northumberland. Footpath now completed.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk188498704]Highways : Traffic Calming measures at A697 North and South entry to Village. No further information.
c) Education: New School Feasibility Study.  After having written several times to get answers to our questions/queries about the study process and asking when we would receive the report, Sue Aviston (SA), NCC Education, had eventually replied that she hoped we would receive it by close of play on 31st March. A further email from Audrey Kingham, Executive Director of Children, Young People and Education Director of Children's Services had been received on 1st April that SA had shared the completed work and the outline business case with her. AK had reviewed this with the legal team and they had concluded that as this was the pre-election period this should not and could not be shared with LPC prior to the Northumberland elections on May 1st 2025. She would forward the report on 6th May following the election. It was agreed that LPC would make its response once the report had been received. It was agreed to inform the members of the New School Committee of the situation.							    Action: GN
d) Longframlington Parish Map. DW/Clerk had attended a very successful meeting with NCC Archives who were able to undertake the digital scanning work and  produce the maps on high quality laminated board (for indoor presentation). The cost for scanning the deeds (A1) would be £16.50 per sheet and for the maps £35 p.h. Archives would need to ‘stitch’ together a series of scans for each map. They had the largest area scanning equipment in the North East. Maps could be reproduced on board to any size up to AO.  Laminated boards A1 cost £36 each and AO £50 each. Because our enquiry had been made before the end of the year, cost would be kept at 2024/25 prices. If we wanted the boards to be printed for outdoor presentation quality, the digital files could be taken to a commercial company for this. Archives would be able to store the original maps to conservation standard in perpetuity, at no cost, once LPC gave permission to allow access to them by the public. Their prices were extremely reasonable and the maps/deeds had been left with them to accurately price the work. It was agreed, that on receipt of the quotation it would be considered through delegated powers and if thought reasonable it would be agreed  to go ahead with the digitisation of the maps and deeds. Once the digital files were received the PC would make its decision on how these would be printed for display. It was also agreed that once the documents had been digitised, the Memorial Hall Committee (LMH) should be asked to reconsider its’s decision not to allow the prints to be displayed in the Hall. TT offered to attend a meeting of the LMH to explain the importance of displaying the documents for the community. 				     Action: Clerk/All/TT
e) Bus shelter opposite St. Mary’s Church. DW had undertaken a cleaning of the roof and was now looking very presentable.
f) Cheviot Lodge Bus Stop  Hard standing (South side). No further action or information received on this matter.
g) Planters at Lion Fountain: corner of Church Street/A697. This was still in abeyance and becoming urgent. GA to source and gain quotes. Agreed that decision to purchase through delegated powers.		                                        Action: GA
h) Village Inspection.  Reports from members on, roads, pavements, tree review and infrastructure for report to NCC were received and the following issues were agreed to be included in the report:
i. A697 between Lion Fountain and Kieland House: Alligator cracking of road surface.
ii. Bottom Church Street: pothole.
iii. Church Lane: Surface water due to spring.
iv. General condition of pavements particularly at Rimside View due to tree roots.
v. Dropped Kerb road markings – require re-painting; including  corner Rothbury Road/Church Lane. 
vi. ‘Keep Clear’ road markings at Lion Fountain/Church St on A697.
vii. Parking bay line marking on pavement in front of  Rimside House and Lishman House to be repainted.
TT left at 8.03 p.m.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts. Approved.
	28/02/2025
	Huddleston Brown
	Purchase x2 grave space
	400.00

	25/03/2025
	NCC 5580085
	Cemetery double charge payment (paid every 2 years
	29.00

	
	
	Total
	429.00


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	12/03/2025
	SLCC
	SLCC Membership
	190.00

	15/03/2025
	Garth Rhodes (reimbursement)
	Engraving studios - MAY Gibson plaque
	18.90

	19/03/2025
	Veronica Thomson 
	Running Fox refreshments for Consecration
	52.50

	19/03/2025
	Scarpa Vermin Control
	Mole treatment cemetery
	382.20

	21/03/2025
	L/fram URC
	Hire of hall/consecration
	28.00

	24/03/2025
	Playdale Playgrounds Ltd
	Final 50% payment Encounter 13 shelter
	6470.76

	28/03/2025
	Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	496.42

	28/03/2025
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	117.20

	17/03/2025
	Anglian Water
	Water cemetery
	23.81

	20/03/2025
	British Gas 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	19.03

	
	
	Total
	7798.82


Deposit of £464.70 for the Bouncy Castle etc for the End of Year Party has been paid but would be shown in May 25/26 accounts.
c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation. Approved.
	Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2025
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	

	as at 25th March 2025
	Community account
	
	
	4752.50

	
	Business Saver
	
	
	30562.06

	
	
	
	
	35314.56

	Less unpresented payments
	28/03/2025
	Rhodes
	496.42
	

	
	28/03/2025
	HMRC 
	117.20
	

	 
	
	
	
	613.62

	Uncredited Deposits 
	25/03/2025
	NCC 5580085
	29.00
	

	
	
	
	
	29.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	34729.94

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	34729.94


10) Allotments
a) Management. No current issues.
b) Maintenance. 
i. Fencing around Plot 17b. DW had inspected the fence and recommended it be repaired or replaced. Agreed to ask Gavin Christie to advise on best solution and provide quote. Quotation to be considered by delegated powers												 Action: Clerk 
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  The chippings immediately under the swings required raking or adding to.
b) Playdale Shelter. The shelter was now Installed and paid for. It was reported that it was being well used and was a positive addition to the equipment at the park. A picture of the shelter had been used for the front cover of the latest FramNews
c) Maintenance.
i. Outdoor gym.  Painting was now complete.						   
ii. Complete investigating coating/cladding for brickwork/surface in sports court.  Arkles had been asked to look at this and provide advice and quote. DW has been gathering information on specialist boarding used in MUGAs. DW and Arkles were in discussion about this. 							  Action: DW
iii. Obtain aerial photo from Ed McCulloch of Playing Field. 					    Action: AG
iv. Replacement Park Sign.  Awaiting scanning of parish maps. 					 Action: Clerk           
v. Single Rocker. Attention to wooden areas. 							   Action: DW
d) Sports Courts and Playground.  Inspect in preparation for RoSPA inspection.				   Action: DW
e) Playground bark chippings, order more if required. Agreed to ask Gavin Christie to advise on whether additional chippings were required and volume required. To be ordered and spread prior to RoSPA inspection.	 	 Action: Clerk
f) Review wet eroded areas around swing basket and mound. Clerk to ask Gavin Christie to advise on a solution and remove soil waste left after shelter erection. 								 Action: Clerk
g) Excessive Use of Pesticide. Clerk reported that there had been excessive and unnecessary pesticide spraying by NCC Local Services which had killed off the grass around play and gym equipment, boundary to the sportscourt, the whole perimeter of the field and around trees.  There were patches of ground that had been sprayed for no apparent reason. Clerk to write to Local Services to make them aware and ask what could be done.			 Action: Clerk
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk184822694]24/02500/FUL
	Roseworth Cottage. Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment with 4no. detached dwellings
	Refused
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/03481/LBC
	Low Town, Northern Farmhouse. Installation of wooden patio doors and window on East gable.
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/04255/FUL
	3 The View Front Street Proposed garage annexe with store, gym, office and studio
	Granted
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/00164/FUL
	19 Chapel View Longframlington Northumberland NE65 8FA
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details  


13) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None.
b) Memorial applications. Memorial plaque for May Gibson (Paid in Full) approved by delegated powers (DL/GN/Clerk) was endorsed by the PC. The regular engraver was no longer in business. New engraver had been engaged and was is very much cheaper. 
c) Maintenance.  Mole control had been carried out and appeared to have been successful.
d) Consecration of the Cemetery Extension.  The consecration had gone very well. GN had made the formal application on behalf of the PC. DL/DW/Clerk in attendance. Thanks to members of the congregations of St. Mary’s and the URC for their attendance, refreshments and making everyone so welcome.
14) Action Plan – April 2025. Actions not appearing elsewhere on the agenda.
a) Review Risk Assessments for Parish Council and Cemetery.						Action: Clerk
b) Annual Governance & Return (AGAR). AGAR documentation had  just arrived. Final internal audit date agreed: 22nd April. AGAR to be completed for signature for May meeting.						Action: Clerk
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report 
a) NCC licence for the wildflower area. Mike Robbins,, Strategic Estates Manager, Strategic Estates had informed the PC that the resident had written to them to initiate legal action. Mike had spoken with their legal team and they were looking into the validity of the claim. NCC’s desire was to proceed with allowing the area to continue but they needed to be sure of their footing before proceeding. Meanwhile Local Services have been instructed not to cut the grass in the wildflower area.
b) The Bee Kind Garden. Matthew had begun work on the garden.
c) Allotment Wildflower area. Work to begin soon.
d) Tree Planting. To begin as soon as possible.							Action: DL
e) Cemetery Extension. Amount of grass that had re-seeded was considerable. Further wildflower seeding was required and it was agreed that a quote for this be obtained and decision to purchase to be agreed by delegated powers.               											         Action: DL/Clerk
16) Parish Council Election 1st May 2025.  Four Cllr nomination papers had been checked and submitted to the Elections Team. 
17) Any Urgent Business - None
18) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: 	WEDNESDAY 7th  May 2025 in the Longframlington Memorial Hall
Annual Village Meeting at 7.00 p.m.
Annual General Meeting (immediately following Village Meeting)
						Parish Council Meeting (immediately following AGM)
The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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