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The newsletter for Ford, Etal, Crookham, Branxton and surrounding area.

Held on the first Sunday of September each year, this event stands as one of the oldest one-day country
fairs in the Northeast of England. It offers a delightful blend of traditional agricultural displays, local crafts,
and community spirit.

From 12 pm to 5 pm, visitors can explore a vibrant array of attractions. The main marquee will showcase
a hotly contested horticultural competition, featuring giant vegetables, exquisite flower arrangements,
and an impressive selection of homemade jams and cakes. Local artists and makers will display their
crafts, offering unique handmade goods that reflect the region's rich cultural heritage.

Entertainment is abundant, with performances from
the Coldstream Pipe Band, the Glendale Community
Ceilidh Band, Berwick Concert Band and Belly Dancers.
The main arena will host live displays, including the
popular Dangerous Steve. Children can enjoy activities
such as tag laser, face painting, a bouncy castle, and a
companion dog show, where local and visiting pooches
compete in various classes. The craft tent will be full of
local crafters selling lots of lovely local products. Plus,
vintage vehicles, archery, alpacas and not forgetting
the tea tent, food stalls and the beer tent.

The Etal Show is more than just an event; it's a celebra-
tion of community, tradition, and the enduring spirit of
rural life. With an entry fee of just £5 for adults (chil-
dren 15 and under enter free), it offers exceptional
value for a day of family-friendly entertainment.
Whether you're a local resident or a visitor from afar,
the Etal Show provides a warm welcome and a chance
to experience the best of Northumberland's country-
side charm.

As we look forward to this year's show, it's a reminder
of the importance of preserving and celebrating our
local traditions. Events like the Etal Show not only
provide entertainment but also strengthen community
bonds and support local artisans and farmers. Mark your
calendars for September 7, 2025, and join in the
festivities that make the Etal Show a cherished highlight
of the Northumberland calendar.

     The September FOURUM is sponsored by

On Sunday, September 7, 2025, the picturesque village of Etal in
Northumberland will host its renowned annual country fair,

the Etal Show.



Collections are ongoing for supplies to go out to Ukraine. If anyone has the following and would like to drop
off at either Etal Manor or The Estate Office the following are high priority……….

Any medicines including half used prescriptions. Antiseptic for washing down surfaces. Hygiene products are also
desperately needed –toothpaste and toothbrushes, dry showers, wet wipes, foot powder,   Incontinence pads. Washing
powder/liquid for clothes.

Also, Thermal base layers, gloves, winter socks, anti-blister socks, Compeed for blisters, Hand Warmers, protein bars and
bounty bars for soldiers morale and energy.

Liquid protein feeds (for adults and children) and protein drinks are life saving for not only patients but troops too.

Harriet Joicey.  Telephone  01890-820205

The next meeting of Ford Parish Council
will be held on Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 7pm in Crookham Village Hall.

Members of the public are welcome to attend.

Ford Parish Council has two vacancies for Parish Councillors which it is looking to fill by co-option at its next meeting
on Tuesday 9th September 2025.  For further information please visit the website

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/ford
or contact the Clerk, Stephen Cozens by email: clerkfordpc@gmail.com or telephone 07747 341986.

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of the modern railway - the Stockton and Darlington Railway opened
on September 27th, 1825, connecting people and places and ultimately changing the world.

Railway 200 is a year-long campaign and as part of the celebrations the Heatherslaw Light Railway is holding a Gala
Weekend on September 27th and 28th. Our steam engine Bunty will be running alongside our two diesel engines, Binky
and Clive; more details will be available on our website www.heatherslawlightrailway.co.uk

Zumba or Dance Fit as it is also known, offers a selection of easy to
follow tracks with repeat choreography giving a gentle cardio workout
disguised as dance!
Joyous and doable for all levels of fitness as alternatives and adaptations
offered with music a mix of Global sounds and popular music.

Functional Pilates is a mix of basic Pilates mat work and some functional
work used in holistic and rehabilitation clinics. All levels of ability
catered for with special attention to back care. Designed to give a full
balanced session leaving you feeling core stronger, aligned, worked but
refreshed.

Starts August 19th 2025, Crookham Village Hall

Tuesdays – Bring a mat for Pilates, supportive trainers for dance and
something to drink.

Zumba/Dance Fit 9.30am
Functional Pilates 10.30am

Zumba/Dance Fit 5.45pm
Functional Pilates 6.30pm

Zumba/Dance Fit £5.00
Functional Pilates £10.00

Discount for block booking or pay individual rate as you go.

Block of 6 Zumba/Dance Fit – £27.50
Block of 6 Functional Pilates - £55.00

For any questions or more information – diane.youdale@icloud.com

Crookham Village Hall –
Di’s Dance & Functional Pilates

Weekly Classes in both Dance Fit/Zumba
& Functional Pilates.

TillVAS Programme, tillvas.archaeology@gmail.com
Wednesday 3 September

Crookham Village Hall, 7:30pm (refreshments from 7:00pm)
Peter McCutcheon, KOSB Memories

Saturday 6-Saturday 13 September
Excavation at Flodden Hill

For details contact Pauline at:
tillvas.engagement@gmail.com

Saturdays 14 and 21 September
Ford Forge Museum Heritage Open Days
Architecture of Ford Forge 1:00 - 3.30pm

Bowsden History Group
2025/26 Programme  Autumn 2025

1st September: A history of Northumbrian Small Pipes
Anthony Robb, a member of the celebrated “Full Stottie” Northumbrian

 Folk Group, will be playing and demonstrating the delights of
Northumbrian Small Pipes.

6th October Alnwick Cornhill Railway Allan Colman
Meetings are held in Bowsden Village Hall, TD15 2TW

Doors open 7.00pm. Talks start at 7.30pm.
Annual Membership £10. Individual events: £2 per event. Visitors welcome.

More information from : Nick Jones, Programme Secretary
Email : nicolasjbjones@gmail.com Text: 07889 509324

Programme subject to alteration. Join our email contact list for updates and
reminders.

Looking forward to seeing you!
www.bowsdenvillagehall.net       www.facebook.com/bowsdenvillagehall
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Across
   7  Mistress of Horatio Nelson (4,8)
 8 Boz, US singer famous for his 1976 Silk

Degrees LP (6)
 9 Chris, ladies champion at Wimbledon three

times (Surname) (5)
 10 A legendary reptile known for its lethal gaze

(8)
 13 German singer and model who worked with

Andy Warhol (4)
 15 A cultural and learning centre in the south of

Iceland (4)
 16 Alfred (Lord) or Jane.... (8)
 17 Symbolic name for the cricket series between

England & Australia (5)
 19 The only US state in the tropics (6)
 21 UK actor famous for his Hammer horror film

roles (5,7)
Bonus : Collect the letters in the circles and solve

the anagram to reveal the name of one of 21
across’s foes.

        - - - / - - - - -

Down
 1 The protagonist in Thomas Hardy's Mayor of

Casterbridge (Surname) (8)
 2 Intense air pollution (4)
 3 Character played on TV by Roger Moore &

Ian Ogilvy (3,5)
 4 Captain Hook's boatswain in Peter Pan (4)
 5 One of the Channel islands (8)
 6 Alfred (16 across) was one (4)
 11 The body of water that separates the islands of

Ireland and Great Britain (5,3)
 12 Capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo

(8)
 14 Calvin or Rita? (8)
 17 An Abrahamic declaration of affirmation (4)
 18 A type of white fortified wine (4)
 20 A barrier across a river (4)
Bonus : How many time does the letter S appear in

the puzzle?
 Letter S =
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The Lavender Tearooms and
Village Shop Etal.

Opening Times:
Mon – Friday 9am ~ 4pm

Sat & Sun 10am ~ 4pm

Post Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs 9am ~ 1pm

2 Etal Village. TD12 4TN Tel: 01890 820761
E-mail: lavendertearooms@gmail.com
Web: www.lavendertearooms.org.uk

Landscaping, garden and ground
maintenance.

Contact John W Moore - 07771 570743

email jwmperennial@hotmail.com

Supplier of hardwood logs harvested
on Ford and Etal Estates.

Delivered to
your door.

Please call for
load sizes and
prices.



5

Email crookhamvillagehall@gmail.com Follow us on Facebook
Crookham Village Hall

The biopic Lee, tells the story of the
revered war photographer Lee Miller,
exploring her unique lens and
unyielding pursuit of truth of the
human cost of the Second World War.
Once a model, muse and photographer
for the surrealist art movement in
France, the American blazed a trail as
a fearless war correspondent. She used
her camera, and surrealist
compositions, to create some of the
most striking images of the conflict as
well as document some of the 20th
century’s most harrowing moments.

119 mins
Entry by donation

LEE

CVH Friday 26th September
6.30 for 7pm start

 Brunch is Back
11am -1 pm

Saturday  6th September
£7pp

Enjoy a delicious bacon roll
with homemade cake, tea or coffee at CVH

GF and vegetarian options available.

Jack q

We offer wedding
and kids party

packages which
are great value.

Planning a party
or event?

 Crookham
Village Hall may
provide the ideal

venue.

or contact us at
crookhamvillagehall@gmail.com

https://northumberlandvillagehall
s.org.uk/crookham-village-hall

For more details visit
our website

Looking for a fun, social activity that’s easy to learn and
suitable for all abilities? Why not come along and try
New Age Kurling at Crookham Village Hall!

Unlike traditional curling on ice, New Age Kurling is
played indoors on a smooth surface, using specially
designed stones on wheels. It’s a low-impact sport that’s
perfect for all ages – whether you’re a complete beginner
or have tried it before, you’ll soon be sliding stones and
aiming for the target with a smile on your face.

Sessions starting in October - see next month’s
Fourum for details. All equipment provided.

New Age Kurling is coming soon

https://www.facebook.com/CrookhamVillageHall/?locale=en_GB
mailto:crookhamvillagehall@gmail.com
https://northumberlandvillagehalls.org.uk/crookham-village-hall
https://northumberlandvillagehalls.org.uk/crookham-village-hall


Letham Hill Sawmill

01890 820304

forestry@ford-and-etal.co.uk

www.ford-and–etal.co.uk

For Sale Softwood Firewood
Minimum purchase: £90 for 2m2 (Equivalent to
2 x potato Crates)

Opening Times:
Mon-Thu : 8.30am to 4.00pm

Fri: 8.30am to 3.00pm

Please call for availability.

Etal Group
Registered Charity No. 1074133

We would love your support
Etal Show 7 September 2025

From 12 Noon

Cakes and homemade produce
Soft toy tombola

Pre-loved horse tack

We look forward to welcoming you to our stall!
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Border Villager Taxi
Your local reliable Taxi company

We can cater for up to 8
Passengers comfortably

Any distance covered, airports,
train station, doctors visits or any

social events.

Call Scott on 01668 482 888 or
07765 791 348

Email

scott@bordervillagertaxi.co.uk
www.bordervillagertaxi.co.uk
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Wooler Bowling & Sports Club
4 Weetwood Road, Wooler, NE71 6AE

Welcomes New Members & Visitors of All Ages
Social Bowling on Monday & Friday Evenings from
6.30 p.m. & Wednesday Afternoons from 2.00 p.m.

Come along and Have A Go
Bowls and Bowling Shoes are available

Half Price Membership in your first year if you wish to join

Enquiries: Richard Henthorn 07867 524246
or John Guthrie 07733 662545
e-mail: bowlswooler@gmail.com

Visit our Website: www.woolerbowls.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook

Petal ‘n’ Paint
Creations

Plants and Gift Centre
Now open.

Affordable gifts for all ages & tastes
made by local people.

Largest stockist of up-cycled cards in the
area.

Craft supplies and collectibles including
teddies, ceramics,

handbags and much more.

Ready made planters, hanging baskets,
perennials and seasonal bedding plants

Located in the Walled Garden in Ford
Entrance via the Lady Waterford Angel

Contact Lynda on 07453385055
for further info.
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Crookham 90 winners
July

80 Maureen Charlton
36 David Irving

August
77 Gemma Banks
79 Shaun Beattie
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All enquiries -
Tel: 01890 560402

07815478776
Find us on Facebook for

menus and updates.

Dog

Friendly

Mauricio invites you
to come and try his

new menu.

Early Birds offer - 4.30 - 6.30pm Mon - Sat
2 main meals for £25

Choice of RealAles on tap

Food served 12 - 8pm 7 days a week.

Sunday Lunch

Served 12noon - 4.30pm

Every Sunday

Choice of 3 meats of the day.

Cornhill Community Choir.
    Do you love to sing…??

Come and join us on a Tuesday Night.
 7.30pm – 9pm.

 All songs are provided.
 Cornhill Village Hall.

 We guarantee a warm welcome and a fun
      atmosphere.

Why not come along for a taster session?! First
week is FREE

 then £3 per week after that!

Shipping Containers
for rent

24hr access
CCTV

Call 07968178423
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Etal Village Hall

Clare Brownlow has taken over
The Power House at Etal

where she will have her studio, painting her orig-
inal artworks of wildlife with a pheasants tail
feathers.

Her studio is “by appointment only” but she will
also be hosting art classes for all. Learning how
to paint with a feather, still life, landscapes,
sketch book work in the beautiful outdoors that
surround Ford and Etal Estates.

The shop is open adjacent to the Power House
where she sells cards, her limited edition prints
and more. Please contact her directly for details
or follow her on social media. Her mail shots will
give all details so please sign up.

www.clarebrownlow.co.uk
  instagram @pheasantfeatherart
email clare@clarebrownlow.co.uk

This issue of The  is sponsored by

ETAL SHOW

www.clarebrownlow.co.uk


12

NORTH
NORTHUMBERLAND
BRANCH

1st July 1921 saw the creation of the
British Legion when the Comrades of
the Great War, The Officers’ Union, The
Federation of Soldiers and Sailors and
the Demobbed Soldiers & Sailors
amalgamated. Ten days later Crookham
was one of the first branches to form.
Now the North Northumberland Branch
(formerly Crookham) needs your
support so please consider joining us
today.

‘To the memory of the fallen and the
future of the living.’

Everyone is welcome and if you are
currently serving in the Armed Forces
you can register as a Military Member
for FREE.
To join please call 0808 802 8080
or visit

www.britishlegion.org.uk
~ thank you.

www.britishlegion.org.uk 


Branxton  Village Hall
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Qigong at Branxton Village

Sunday 14th Sept.
in the playpark, weather permitting.

Sun. 12th October BVH

All starting at 10.30 and followed
 by a cuppa and cake.

CROOKHAM GARDENING CLUB

A big thank you to everyone who came to our recent Open Gardens Day. Visitors enjoyed
seeing all the lovely gardens, bought plants and ended with a fabulous afternoon tea in
the village hall. Many thanks go to the members who opened their gardens and provided
all the lovely cakes. £210 was shared between the Village Hall and The Greenfingers
Charity who create magical gardens for children in hospices. Thank you.

Our August meeting is a visit to Ruthven Gardens (with tea) on Saturday, 30th August at
2.30 p.m. All members and friends are welcome but please telephone 07970 180628 to
book a place.
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BERWICK STOMA SUPPORT GROUP

Berwick stoma support group meets every third Thursday of
each Month 10-12 at The William Elder Building, 56-58

Castlegate, Berwick, TD15 1JT.

PLEASE NOTE NO MEETING IN SEPTEMBER

The next meeting will be 16th October

Anyone who has a stoma of any type or who is due to receive
one is very welcome and please feel free to bring along a
partner. There is no charge and tea/coffee and biscuits are

provided.
A supplier will be in attendance with the latest products.
Any queries please contact Bobbie on 07714479320

Table Tennis at Milfield Church Hall
Monday and Friday evenings from 6.30 -

8.30pm. £2
Contact John 07970939882.

Beginners welcome.

Tillmouth Village Hall
Book Sale

Sunday 7th September
10.00.a.m. - 1.00.p.m.

All Welcome.

Lady Waterford Hall Presents-

30 August 7pm American folk duo Hungrytown
Tickets £12 prebooked via the links below or £14 at the door.

https://ford-and-etal.arttickets.org.uk/lady-waterford-
hall/hungrytown-music-that-feeds-the-soul-685c1a170f2b9/book

20th September   7.30 pm ‘Crumbs’
follows the life and times of  an ex-TV baking show host who has
recently been “let-go” from a high profile TV show under suspicious
circumstances. Now trying to re-style herself within the fast-paced
and cut-throat world of influencers and social media millionaires, we
follow her hilarious slips and trips in her live baking show as she
tries to keep the lights- and the oven- on in the face of almost
certain doom… expect much comedy AND baking for the
audience to taste at the end.

For tickets visit
https://ford-and-etal.arttickets.org.uk/lady-waterford-hall/crumbs-

6877cf045d175/book



Sunday 7th

Trinity 12
9.30am
11.00am

Branxton
Cornhill
Branxton

Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Holy Communion with
Bishop Helen-Ann

Sunday 14th

Holy Cross
Day

11.00am Carham Morning Worship

Sunday 21st

Matthew,
Apostle &
Evangelist

9.30am
11.00am

Branxton
Cornhill

Morning Worship
Holy Communion

Sunday 28th

Trinity 15
11.00am Carham Morning Worship

Contact: The Revd Rob Kelsey, (01289) 382325,
robert.josephkelsey@live.com

Church Services in September 2025
at Branxton, Cornhill and Carham

Church Services in September 2025
in Ford and Etal, Lowick with Kyloe and Ancroft

7th September
Lowick 9.15 am Holy Communion

No service at Ford (Etal Show)
No service at Ancroft

14th September
Ford 8am Holy Communion (said)

Lowick 10am Songs of Praise and Tower Roof Blessing
See posters for Flower Festival details this weekend

No service at Ancroft

21st September
Lowick 9.15am Holy Communion

Ford 11am Holy Communion with baptism
No service at Ancroft

28th September
Lowick 9.15am  Holy Communion

Ford 11am Holy Communion (Patronal Festival)
No service at Ancroft

Revd. Charlotte Osborn 01289 388591 ceosborn@mail.com
 Curate Revd. Alex Firman 07935732811

alex_firman@hotmail.co.uk
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September 2025 Services at
Donaldson’s Lodge Methodist Church

14th September 11am  - Rev Tim Moore

21st September 11am- Rev E Sykes

28th September 11am- Mr & Mrs I Yule.

Coffee morning Cornhill Village Hall
Saturday 20th September. 10am - 1pm

All welcome

September Services at Milfield
4th September 11am - Rev Tim Moore

30th September - Harvest Service 7.30pm
followed by refreshments.

FLORA
Nature's Fleeting Beauty

A festival to celebrate the beauty and fragility of flowers and
creation. Join us as we weave nature's fleeting beauty into the

fabric of this historic church.

Friday 12th September
Berwick Baroque Players Concert 7pm

Tickets £12
Drinks and Canapés by Donation

Available to book via Ali Mills az.mills@hotmail.com or on the door

Saturday 13th September
Sustainable Church Flowers Demonstration with Ginger House

Garden 10.30am-12 Noon
Tickets £10

Available to book via gingerhousegarden.co.uk/shop

Church Open For Visitors 1pm-4pm
Teas and Cakes by Donation

Drop-in Jam Jar Flower Making 1pm-4pm
Free and Open to All

Sunday 14th September
Songs of Praise Celebration Service 10am

Open to All

Church Open For Visitors 1pm-4pm

Proceeds from across the weekend towards the Church's fabric fund.



September at a glance
1 Mon Bowsden History Group talk 7pm see page 2 Bowsden VH

2 Tues Zumba/Dance Fit 9.30am AND  5.45pm page 2
Functional Pilates 10.30am AND 6.30pm

CVH
CVH

3 Wed Art Group 2-4pm
TillVAS talk 7pm for 7.30 see page 2

CVH
CVH

4 Thurs
5  Fri
6  Sat Crookham Brunch  11am - 1pm CVH
7  Sun Etal Show general admission opens 12 noon

Book sale 10am-1pm
Etal
Tillmouth VH

8 Mon Knit and Natter 2-4pm CVH

9 Tues Zumba/Dance Fit 9.30am AND  5.45pm page 2
Functional Pilates 10.30am AND 6.30pm
Ford Parish Council 7pm  see page 2

CVH
CVH
CVH

10 Wed Art Group 2-4pm CVH
11 Thurs
12 Fri  Flick in the Sticks 7.30 EVH
13 Sat Coffee morning  10-12 CVH
14 Sun Qigong 10.30  in play park weather permitting

Ford Forge Museum Heritage Open Days see p.2
Music & afternoon tea 2pm for 2.30 pm  page 13

Branxton
Museum
BVH

15 Mon

16 Tues Zumba/Dance Fit 9.30am AND  5.45pm page 2
Functional Pilates 10.30am AND 6.30pm
Branxton Movie  and tea 2pm see page 13

CVH
CVH
BVH

17 Wed Art Group 2-4pm CVH

18 Thurs
19 Fri
20 Sat Coffee morning 10-12 noon

Branxton Sewcial 10-12 noon
Cornhill Centre open day
'Crumbs’  performance see page 14

CVH
BVH
C Centre
LWH

21 Sun Ford Forge Museum Heritage Open Days see p.2
Etal Onion Show  12-4 and 8pm

Museum
EVH & BBull

22 Mon Knit and Natter 2-4pm
Closing date for Crookham calendar  see page  5

CVH

23 Tues Zumba/Dance Fit 9.30am AND  5.45pm page 2
Functional Pilates 10.30am AND 6.30pm

CVH
CVH

24 Wed Art Group 2-4pm CVH

25 Thurs
26 Fri Crookham Film Club 6.30 for 7pm see page 5 CVH
27 Sat Coffee morning 10-12 noon

Railway 200  event see page 2
Quiz and supper 7pm

CVH
Heatherslaw
CVH

28 Sun Railway 200 event see page 2 Heatherslaw

29 Mon
30 Tues Zumba/Dance Fit 9.30am AND  5.45pm page 2

Functional Pilates 10.30am AND 6.30pm
Book Club 2.30pm

CVH
CVH
CVH

Coming up

CROOKHAM
Regular Activities at Crookham  Village Hall

 First Saturday of month - Crookham Brunch 11am - 1pm
All other Saturdays Coffee morning 10-12

Art Group Wednesdays 2-4pm
Knit & Natter  2-4pm  2ⁿd & 4th Monday of the month

Book Club last Tuesday of the month 2.30pm
 Film Club last Friday of the month 6.30 for 7pm
Tuesday Zumba/Dance Fit 9.30am AND  5.45pm

Tuesday Functional Pilates 10.30am AND 6.30pm
New Age Kurling  will resume soon see October Fourum

for details

ETAL
Sunday 5 October TillVAS Heather Pentland Lecture

2pm, EVH

Regular Activities at Etal Village Hall
Flick in the Sticks second Friday of the month 7.30pm

BRANXTON
Qigong 10.30 am 12th October in hall

Regular Activities at Branxton VH
BVH Film  & afternoon tea 3rd Tuesday of month

Branxton Sewcial 3rd Saturday of month 10-12 noon

CORNHILL ON TWEED
Cornhill Community Choir every Tuesday

7.30– 9pm. Cornhill Village Hall.

WOOLER
Bowling Club Weetwood Rd.

Monday & Friday Evenings from 6.30 p.m.
& Wednesday Afternoons from 2.00 p.m.

BERWICK
Berwick Stoma Support Group meets monthly  every

third Thursday  10-12 see p.14

MILFIELD
Table Tennis at Milfield Church Hall Monday and Friday

evenings from 6.30 -8.30pm.

Please send material for the FOURUM (note the spelling)
and requests for the e-mail version to: thefourum@gmail.com
and check that you get a reply in a day or two.
We prefer material sent monthly as e-mail attachments in text
(.txt); Word (.doc or .docx); photographs (.jpg);
Acrobat(.pdf).Please try to keep file sizes small.

For back editions email thefourum@gmail.com or see
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/ford/

documents/newsletter
Commercial advertising rates are £10 per quarter page advert
or £50 for 10 editions.
Cheques to be made out to FOURUM Newsletter taken or
sent to 1 Etal Village, Etal, Cornhill-on-Tweed,  TD12 4TL.

For payment by BACS email
thefourumtreasurer@gmail.com for bank details.

 Fourum Production:
 John Pentland, Steve Taylor,  Shaun Beattie.
 Proof Reader team: Mary Lockie, Brenda Taylor,
Nicola Gibb, Kathleen Holmes, Frances Schamberg.

The deadline for the October
edition of the FOURUM is
Monday 8th September.

 Please send adverts and copy to
thefourum@gmail.com

by this date.

Printed by: Fantasy, Berwick upon Tweed
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