

PLENMELLER WITH WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
12th May 2025
Draft Minutes
Start 7pm

· Chairman’s welcome & report -the report was noted.
A relatively quiet year and the main noteworthy points to record were as follows:

1.	Transport Priorities:

i.	Local Highways:

Having declined to progress the road-widening scheme from Fell House to the Wolf Hills junction to Plenmeller, NCC offered instead to provide some extra passing places along this stretch of road. Councillors declined this offer, taking the view that vehicles would try to pass one another nevertheless wherever they met and that any passing places would just be used for picnicking and fly tipping.

The Councillors requested that an NCC representative attend a Council meeting to discuss this issue. Whilst this was agreed to by NCC, to date no such discussion has taken place.

ii.	Warning Signage:

After interminable delays (ostensibly due to the need to design a suitable sign), new signs warning HGV drivers that the road at Steel Bank was not suitable for their vehicles have now been erected.

iii.	Whitfield Speed Signs:

During the year two of Whitfield’s speed signs required repair. This was eventually carried out successfully by Unipart. Some repairs were covered by an insurance claim and the cost of the others (totalling £1907.75) was very kindly donated by the Whitfield Charity Clay Shoot, meaning that Council did not need to draw on its funds at all for these repairs, although there was an insurance excess of £250 to pay. 

iv.	Plenmeller Speed Sign:

Whilst Plenmeller was held by NCC to be ineligible either for a 30mph limit or for flashing speed signs, during the year ‘Plenmeller Please Drive Carefully’ signage was provided by Cllr Ian Hutchinson’s capital members allowance instead.

v.	  Common Bank Road:

During the year the road from Whitfield to Allendale had to be closed due to serious subsidence on the Common Bank. This was caused by routine maintenance of drains not being carried out by NCC.

Repair work is now underway (nearly a year after the subsidence took place), and it is hoped that work will be completed soon. Local businesses such as The Elks Head and Whitfield Pantry have been quite significantly affected by the closure.

	
2.	Haltwhistle and District Joint Burial Board: 

Councillor Alison Dale has kindly continued as Parish Council representative on the Board.

The longstanding saga over Melkridge’s wish to leave the Committee was finally resolved during the year and it was agreed that they should be held to have left in March 2021, with payments adjusted accordingly. Our Council’s precept therefore had to be adjusted upwards by a further £136.23 on top of the previously agreed total of £1200, giving a new precept of £1336.23.
	
3.	Financial:

The financial affairs of the Council have remained satisfactory during the year and the precept was increased by 7.5%, reflecting increased costs and allowing for a £500 contingency increase. 
	
4.	Risk Assessment and Internal Audit Assessment:

These assessments were carried out with no significant alterations required.
	
5.	Planning:

There were no significant planning applications to be considered by the Council during the year. 
	
6.	Internal Auditor: 

A new Internal Auditor, David Newman, was appointed at a cost of £100 per year.

Other Matters:

1.	Bus Shelter

It was suggested during the year that grants might be available for repairing Whitfield’s bus shelters. These are in need of repair but, NCC advised that all grant monies had been expended but that further grants might become available going forward. 

In the meantime, Councillors queried why buses were no longer stopping at the designated stops in Whitfield, although they were still passing through the village. It was thought at NCC that this was because bus stop signage and road makings were no longer present and so drivers were ignoring the stops. 

It was agreed that drivers would be told to stop at Whitfield in future and bus stop signage could be applied for, along with repairs to the shelters, in any new funding round.	
		
Lastly, as always many thanks to Councillor Hutchinson for his support to the Parish during the past year and indeed during the many years that he served as County Councillor for Haltwhistle. We are very grateful to him, and look forward to meeting his successor, Rachel Mathieson, shortly. 


As ever many thanks too to our Clerk Susan Saunders for all her hard work and diligence in keeping the Council running so efficiently.

2	Clerk’s Financial Report
· The precept this year of £3098 and will increase to £3330 for 2025-2026. This will give rise to the following increases in council tax:
Band A - £0.46p 
Band D - £0.69p
Band H - £1.38

· The insurance is on a 3 year long term lease and has another 2 years to run.
· £70 donation to GNAA was paid and £30 donation to the British Legion for a poppy wreath.
· £1144.36 was paid to The Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee. This includes a discount for Whitfield. The amount for 2025-2026 is £1336.23. As Melkridge has now left the committee the share is between the 6 remaining parishes.
· Subscriptions of £122.11 include £47 for ICO and £75.11 for NorthumberlandALC.
· The clerk’s salary was increased in line with the National Joint Council. The increase was not agreed by NJC until Nov 2024 and the amount was included in the March 2025 pay.
· The council made a claim on the insurance for a damaged speed sign and had to pay £250 excess.
· The council now have access to online banking so, moving forward there will hopefully only be £8 per month bank charges. At present, any cheque written has incurred a £1 charge.
3         Minutes of previous meeting  - the minutes were approved.
4         Matters arising from the floor – no other matters
5         Any Other Business – no matters.

The meeting closed at 7.15pm.
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