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The Stanegate

Newbrough, Fourstones, Warden
and surrounding hamlets

Parish Produce Show
Saturday 6th September

If it wasn't planted or sown weeks or months ago you have missed the
bboat. Entries for the show close at midnight on 4 September and no
entries will be taken after that. There is still time to knock up a quick
sandwich cake or four ginger snaps, decorate a bottle or snap a local
View.

We have never distributed so many schedules through the Garage -
twao reprints - so we hope this means bumper classes. People have
moaned that the classes feature the same products every year. It is
a local show and the nature of the classes reflects what is grown or
made locally. It would be senseless to have competitions for globe
artichokes ar saffron cakes and expect a host of entries.

The committee do review the schedule every year and there are
always some tweaks. In the gardening sections this year there are new
classes for a bunch of herbs, a plate of soft fruit and a single stem of
any flower. Most importantly the family and fiancée of the late David
Renwick have donated a trophy which will be awarded for the best
exhilit in the potato section. Standing out in the home-baking section
are classes for coconut ice and butterfly cakes while that for a home-
made alcoholic drink is always competitive.

The standard recipe on the back of the schedule this year is for Walnut
Fudge Cake. This feature is there to test baking skill rather than
whether the judge prefers yvour granny’s cake to her aunt Sybil's
version. The Crafts’ Section has had a complete re-vamp with classes
ranging from a Christmas decoration (any craft) to a Highland cow
(any craft). Children are invited to enter a pressed flower, a family
handprint picture and a decorated hardhboiled egg.

There are a few trophies to be awarded but no cash prizes - except in
the childrens classes - but the upside is that there are no entry fees.

Get cracking and be thereon 6 September.

Rob Tindall
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Celebrating John Wood

On Saturday 4% October from 2 o'clock to 4 20pm at the
Town Hall we are having a get together, with light refresh-
ments, to remember John and raise a glass to him. For
those of you who knew him we would love you to come
and share stories, laughs and memories. If you only want
to dropin, you are maore than welcome.

It would be helpful if you could let me know, by Saturday
20% September, if you are coming, so that | can give the
caterer some idea of numbers,

Either by phone: C1434 674812 or email:
jackie wood@agmx.co. uk

Jackie Wood

Calendar of Events

Drawing/colouring competition

We were disappointed that not one entry
was forwarded for the competition.
Prize money will be donated to charity.

September

1st Back to school
for Autumn term

1st wWarden Parish Council
Town Hall, 7pm

2rd Mewbrough Parish
Council, Town Hall, 7pm

&th Parish Produce Show
Town Hall
230pm - 230pm

3th Messy Vintage
Methodist Chapel
230pm - 4pm

1th Newbrough W
Town Hall, 7pm

25th  Town Hall Quiz
715pm for 8pm

26th Macmillan Cancer Care
Coffes morning
Methodist Chapel
Mam - Zpm

Please send material or correspondence for
The Stanegate to the editorial tfeam

Janice Baylis, Dave Spearman,
Sophie Straker & Chris Tolan-Smith

at

thestanegate@hotmail.com
Comments and/or feedback are also welcome

the deadline for the October edition is
Friday 12th September 2025

Advertising

Commercial advertising rates per
year (11 issues)

Fraction Size incm
Price of page Hx W

Full page 25.4x17cm EZ50
Yapage 12 .4x17cm £180
Vipage 6.0x18cm £90
Yepage 8.2x5cm £45
Vi page 6.0x5om £30

Commercial monthly advertising
rates available on application.

Please call 01434 674451



mailto:jackie.wood@gmx.co.uk

Our fundraising campaign the THREE Rs (repait/
refurkish/redecorate) has scored a major success
as a generous local donor has offered to cover
the costs of repairing the Hall clock. A specialist
company from Cumbria have been entrusted with
the work and we hope it will be complete in the
Autumn,

The "Friends of Newbrough Town Hall” scheme
now has around 25 people signed up to support
the Hall on a regular basis. If you've not signed
up vet but would like to, watch out for a flyer
through your door soon. These small regular
donations really help us plan our refurbishment
work and we will be compiling a costed list of
future projects for the committee to prioritise.

So, if you are a user of the Hall and would like to

make a suggestion email
secretarynewbroughtownhall@gmail.com

ar catch a committee member to make your voice

heard.

Regular activities continue in the Hall:
Pilates - Manday 1215 - Val Ravelle teaches this
class and others across the Tyne Valley (s if you
can't make an occasional Monday, you can pick
Up a class on a different day elsewherea).

See www valravelle com for details

Yoga - Maonday 6.20 Jane teaches an all akilities
class and is skilled at making adjustments for both
maore bendy and less flexible members!

See www jj¥yoga83.com for more information and
how to boaok.

Bowls restarts on Wednesday 2 of September.
This is a friendly club that offers support and
coaching and the opportunity to play in matches
too. Come along on a Wednesday to meet Paula
and hear about the schedule.

Zumba Friday &pm, followed by Line Dancing at
7pm. Lively classes lead by Wal Little that feel like
a night out, but are a good workout too! Search
for dance.zumba.with.val on Facebook or just
drop in.

Newbrough Town Hall and Bunkhouse
3Rs campaign clocks up a major donation!

Sheron Robson, Town Hall Co-Chair

Crochet Café is on Monday 22" September at 1pm
in the Lounge. There was a new starter in August
so there's a mix of beginners and people looking to
extend their skills. Anne and Gill are on hand to
support getting you started or bring along your
own project to work on. Refreshments are provid-
ed and the 2 hour session costs £10. Email
rifficis@yahoo.co.uk for more details or just drop
inon the 22m

The maonthly quiz is back in its new slot "LAST
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH' so 25 of September.
Only £2 entry, teams of up to &, gareat value bar
and food at half time. This is a valuable star in cur
fundraising efforts as it costs us just the volunteer
time to prepare and run, so please think about
fielding a team with friends/family or if you're solo
there's always a group of "Helpers” that you can
join to make up a team! Doors open at 715, quiz
starts sharp at 8pm.

NOTE: watch this space for a film/food night
with a possible French theme in October and a
ceilidh in early November. We also have 2 High-
lights events in the Autumn and our Christmas
Fair will be 6 of December - tables filling up
already ..

After discussion at the Town Hall committee we
have agreed that we will increase cur Hall charges
slightly to cover the higher costs we have for
heating the Hall in the winter. This may mean

that some of the classes in the Hall may need to
increase their prices to users. It would really help
the teachers if even a couple mare people joined
classes and events to make them more viable.
Remember, by coming along to a class or event,
vou are supporting the future of the Hall and cur
ability to offer things like our Warm Wednesdays
(hack in November) and we thank you for your
support.
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Musings on Warden

Stanegate Local and Family History Section

If the stones could talk what tales they would tell.

Warden is built an rich gravelly ground and the
river bed must have once been where the church
now stands, and the Tyne has a hahit of shifting

its course. Who can tell how near the Tyne came
to 5t Michael's at times? There was a ferry at the
West Boat (The Black Book of Hexham records
that in the mid-fourteenth century Alice Covk and
Robert Bacward hold the boat at Warden for the
term of ten years and render yearly 10/-) The
great flood of 1791 which swept away every bridge
an the Tyne from Slaggyford to Newcastle (except
Corbridge) would have had only a passing effect
on Warden’s communications but there would
certainly have been flooding in the church on the
river plain.

It would be surprising if life in Warden was not
affected by the depredations of marauding Scots
but evidently any damage or disturbance was so
slight or such a common happening that it didn't
merit recording. King David of Scotland sent his
army under his nephew William, scuth from Wark-
on-Tweed and on 25 January 1138 they camped

at Waredun. There were a number of brawls in
Hexham and Corbridge. "Horrid barbarities were
committed through the whole neighbourhood”
and the Scots "in the holy places perpetrated
viclent, indecent and abominable crimes” Two
men kroke into a religious house and carried

away goods but as a conseguence of their sin
went mad and killed themselves. In November
1296 the Scots camped on Kingshaw Green,
Warden, before moving on to raid Hexham and
burn the Abbey. Perhaps the prospect of glittering
prizes in Hexham always distracted the Scots from
bothering petty Warden.

The reivers were active on both sides of the border
in the sixteenth century and it is unlikely that the
farmsteads and stock of Warden didn't attract the
attention of the lawless bands. The native grayne
{clany inhabiting this area was probably the
Forsters, however they and their adversaries seem
to have left no physical or written traces of their
activities in this neck of the woods.

The first recorded vicar of Warden is William who
is referred to in the reign of Henry I (about 11700,
John Shaftoe (16432) is the most colourful of War-
den’s vicars. He was notoriously frugal, but by this
personality trait accumulated a considerable for-
tune. He found the western part of his chargein a
pitiable state of ignorance and poverty, and
through his own self denial acquired the means to
found a school - Shaftoe Trust School at Haydon
Bridge and also Alms Houses in the village
(Shaftoe Terrace). He gave money to assist the
church at Slaley "for purposes godlike and noble”
But his parsimonious habkits had their conseguen-
ces Records made by the archdeacon, when
Shaftoe’s wife left him, have his wife accusing him
of severity and even starving her. His own sister
testified against him. Mrs Shaftoe at one time was
living in an inn at the Head of the Side, Newcastle
but she appears to have gone back to him in 1664
Another vicar, John Ray (1730) seems to have been
a bit of a snob. He was an antiquarian and wrote
poetry as well as keeping a register book. The
register is filled almast entirely with the doings of
the clergy and gentry in the neighbourhood - not
the 'commaon’ parishioners.

Rob Tindall

The Mobile Library

We have been advised that the library
van is off the road indefinitely




Stanegate Readers

review by Sue Harrison

‘The Funny Thing about Norman Foreman’ by Juliette Henderson

| first came across this book on audi-

The author deals with some serious

A joummay they Il olways remamber
For a friend they ll never focger

ble. wWith audible books oneis often

themes but with tenderness and

swaved by the voice of the narrator Tte hurmaour. This makes it easy to read and

as much as the storyline. However FUNNY found one wanting to laugh at times,

| had very much enjoved listening to TI'IH“G‘e cry at times and sometimes wanting to

this book thus recommended it to the NOﬁOKI[IAN do both at the same time.

Stanegate readers and was more than

happy to revisit it in the written FOREMAN This was the author’s debut novel and

format. oy she has written it with such poignancy
ARRP, telling of how friendship, love and

The story is about a twelve year old JULIETTA kindness can help on the journey of

boy who embarks on on ajourney HENDERSON achieving dreams.

with his mum to the Edinburgh fringe
to do stand up comedy set following the death
of his best friend. They had made a five year
plan but on his death his mum agrees to under-
take the long journey from Cornwall. Alsc en
route they decide to try and find his father
{one of a number of possikilities).

The book is full of interesting often larger than
life characters but are still believable.

In the words of ane of my fellow Stanegate
readers

“With the world in such a blooming mess this was
a few hours of easy escapism”

So if you're in need of some escapism then this
book comes recommended in any of its formats.
Enjoy

NEWBROUGH C OF E
PRIMARY SCHOOL

JOIN OUR NURSERY WAITING LIST

FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 YEARS 9 MONTHS*

Our nursery offers a nurturing, inclusive, and
stimulating environment where children from 2
years 9 months can thrive. We provide a
personalised approach to early education,
ensuring each child feels valued, supported, and
encouraged to explore their curiosity.
Scan the QR Code to
Join the Wait List

e

T
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More information at:

www newbroug|

O1434 674284

Kindling

Nets for business
and
Bags for home owners

Bags £8
Small nets £3
Medium nets £5
Large £10
Based at Low Warden

Can also supply businesses
Matthew Dunn
07930 812220

Please ring after 6pm




We can help

BACK PAIN
NECK PAIN

H

SHOULDER PAIN

3

s
)

ot - | )

We help people in the Tyne
Valley to find outstanding
self-employed carers.

®@ Choose your own carer

@ Carers are finally fairly paid

@ Save ££s vs. agency care

© 01434 444 888
www.sparrowcarers.co.uk

Yog
with Norah Phi]sps

Classes helal at Wardew,
Hexham, Acomb and
Humshaugh and are
suitable for all abilities
from. beginners owwards.
Contict Norah for wore
information |

(Certified lyengar Yoga Teacher)

3rd Tuesday of the month
10am - 12noon approx
mainly by appointment
07712 609057

Family deal x3 haircuts £27
Clippers all over £8.50
Beard trims £3.50

Boys age 4 and under £8.50
Haircuts £10 OAPs £8.50

Girls/ladies fringes £3.50
Ladies’ clipper cut/short top £15

oot

HEADACHES
MIGRAINES @HIROPRA‘C}TIC
SCIATICA
A Call 01434 602666
. & = Mention this ad for discount
The Barber Bus
sSparrow e
gileégngovED Fourstones at The Beacon % 7

Ridley's Fish & Game —
Not your average kettle of fish

Specialist suppliers of top-quality
fresh fish, smoked fish, seafoods,
poultry, homemade fayre
and wild local game

Find us in Hexham Market Square
every Tuesday & Saturday
Or drop in at Acomb
Wednesday—-Saturday

www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk

Unit 15 Acomb Industrial Estate, Acomb,
Near Hexham NE46 4SA
01434 609 246
info@ridleysfishandgame.co.uk

Quality Tableware Hire

Plates,cutlery, glasses & linens for hire great for all your
parties & celebrations. Environmentally friendly with a
washing up service too!
www.violetstableware.com
TEL: 07735462671

Quality Catering

Hog Roast and BBQ catering, local sourced meats and
home made burgers & sausages.
www.wmhgualitycatering

TEL: 07711488377



http://www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk/freshwhitefish.html
http://www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk/freshsmokedfish.html
http://www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk/freshorliveshellfish.html
http://www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk/fromtheland.html
http://www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk/homemadefayre.html
http://www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk/fromtheland.html
http://www.ridleysfishandgame.co.uk/

Do you have a favourite recipe you would like to
contribute to the Stanegate?
If so, please send it to thestanegate@hotmail.com

20202020 2 202 2 254 22 2 22 224

Food for Thought Sylvia Richardson

Sticky Toffee Pudding (serves 8)

This pudding must be world famous by now,

but it was supposed to have criginated from

The Sharrow Bay Hotel at Ullswater in the English
Lake District. It is delicious and well worth making
the amount for eight as it does re-heat well or it
can be baked in two dishes and one can be frozen.

* ok kK ok kK & ¥ ¥

Ingredients Sauce

2ozbutter 3oz butter
Gozgranulated sugar Bozbrown sugar

% b plain flour % pint double cream

1 tsp baking powder

1 egg, lightly heaten

Gtozstoned dates or raisins or sultanas

1tsp bicarbonate soda Tocook © oneapproxl12” x 77
% pint boiling water shallow baking dish or cake tin
1tsp vanilla essence

Method

1. Pre-heat oven to 250F/ 180G/ Gas 4

2 Soften butter and add sugar and beat until light

3. Sift flour and baking powder then beat into the creamed mixture with the egg

4 Chop dates finely and flour them lightly with a couple of teaspoons of flour, put into a bowl
with the %% pint of boiling water

5. Add bicarbonate of soda and vanilla to the creamed mixture and then gradually add the date
mixture to this, mixing well

5. Transfer to prepared tin, spreading out evenly. Bake in pre-heated oven for 40 minutes

To make the sauce

Melt butter in a saucepan, add sugar and cream and stir well and simmer gently for a few minutes..
Prick the pudding all over or cut it intoc squares then pour over the sauce.

Flace under a hot grill until it bubbles.

TIPS
This is a simple enough dish if the recipe is followed carefully.
Take care when grilling off the sauce as sugar burns easily
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JP Weastoll Ltd is o ronewablo onorgy company that has Our sorvices includo
been trading for over 80 years. We are dedicoted to « Alr Sourco Hoat
helping our customers save Monay on their energy bills, Pumps

ond to helping them become more energy efficient « Ground Source
Our toom of experts provide tallored solutions to meet Heat Pumps
Individual customer needs, with @ no salesman approoch

and free no obikgation survey. We also have our own * Solar PV
design team and installors, $0 you can be sure that you're * Battery Storage
gotting the best servico and odvica + Vehicle Charging
Get in touch or visit our Hexham showroom to see how

we can help you.

Grant
Funding

Available*

Air Source Heat Pumps
Ground Source Heat
Pumps

£7,500

Ace Options Available*

To find out more visit Or call

: l % 12 MATA BDYY
IPWOLSIOQN.CO.UN VIRSAK U4

NW 11

Water House, Burn Laneg, Hexham, Northumberiond f @
NE4D 3MN Email: offico@jpwestall.co.uk

N




[hBWI Newbrough WI

INSPIRING WOMEN

Newbrough WI Meeting 14 August 2025

President Judith Kirby opened the meeting and
welcomed the members and guest speaker
present.

The deputy secretary Vanessa Ashton confirmed
that everyone had received the email containing
the minutes from last month’'s meeting and the
current correspondence was outlined. This
included an invite froem Catton Wl to a musical
evening on Monday the 123" October and a
message from the Town Hall, thanking us for
our donation raised from the proceeds of our
August Raffle.

The President reminded the members of MyWiFi
on the National Federation Website This useful
site contains information and instructional videcs
far free access, if anyone is interested or needs
help navigating this facility she will hold a
familiarisation session.

Our member Doreen Dood celebrated the land-
mark birthday of 90years on the 10 of August,
we all wished her the best and hoped she had
enjoyed her Lirthday.

Val Johnston gawve a brief cutling of the Treasurer's
Report. We then closed the meeting and the
speaker was introduced.

The speaker this evening was author Emily Payne,
talking about her very varied career from being a
club singer to working for an Escort Agency.
Emily was a very entertaining speaker, both hilari-
ous and hair-raising in content, she certainly kept
us spellbound for the rest of the evening.

The next meeting is Thursday the 11*" September
at 7pm - anyone welcome

The speaker is Michael Gatherer talking akout the
Womens Land Army

The hostesses are Jennifer Clark & Catherine Grant
The competition is any smelly object
The raffle prize provided by Doreen Dodd

Judith Kirby

CORBRIDGE

BRITANNIA
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

Frankham Fell

COOKSHOP

Speciality Cookware
Garden Centre
DIY & Hardware

15 Middle Street, Corbridge
NE45 5AT

01434 632582 01434 633954

corbridgecookshop@btopenworld.com

YOUR LOCAL REMOVALS
AND STORAGE SPECIALIST

NEW Storage Rooms
Van Hire
Shredding

Call: 01434 609631
Email; office@ghsremovals.co.uk

w Www.ghsremovals.co.uk

[Britannia

MOVERS STORERS SHIPPERS

Boarding Kennels

Located in the beautiful
Hexhamshire countryside,
Frankham Fell is the ideal

place to board your
dog, cat, ferret or rabbit!

Frankham Fell Farm
Fourstones
Hexham NE47 5DZ
Tel: 01434 674243




POLTROSS
ENTERPRISES

Wild Bird Food & Pet Supplies

Quality wild bird foods
and accessories
Foods & accessories for
all kinds of pets

Dogs & Cats
Poultry

Horses
Small animals

Free Delivery

Unit 8b West End Industrial Estate
Haltwhistle NE49 9HA
Tel/fax 01434 321111

www.feedthebirds.co.uk

Rod Henderson
Painter & Decorator

All aspects covered ie
Paperhanging, colour wash,
Rag rolling, interiors and
exterior

Quality tradesman est
1985
Prompt, hassle free quotes

Tel 01434 674682
Mob: 07880 693638

55 sidgate newbrough
Hexham ne47 5ae

DODDS of HEXHAM

Complete Funeral
and Cremation Service

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

A. J. DODD
Mitford House
41 Hencotes, Hexham
Northumberland NE46 2EW

Tel: 01434 603362

cushions and
headboards.

For a free consultation call
Sam Burnish on 01434 239047
or email sam@lynnwoodinteriors.co.uk

www.lynnwoodinteriors.co.uk

Lynnwood Interiors

Lynnwood Interiors
Made-to-measure curtains, blinds,

fm‘@}% ANTHONY WRIGHT
.'ie ‘\%) PROFESSIONAL TILING &
55§ PLASTERING CONTRACTOR

All Types of Tiles Fitted
to Walls & Floors
Ceramic, Limestone, Slate,
Travertine, Porcelain

Internal Re-Skims, External Rendering,
Bathrooms, Kitchens & Conservatories

References/Portfolio of
Previous Work Available
NVQ Levels 2 & 3 Qualified

All Work Guaranteed & Fully Insured

Christmas House,
Humshaugh

[Tel: 01434 689236 Mobile: 07803 038875

Email: antwright66@hotmail.co.uk

Previous work can be viewed on request

D.J. Forster Building
Services

Stonemason/
General Builder

New Build Extensions
Alterations Restoration
Garden Walls Patios
Roof Repairs
Building Maintenance

All work carried out to a high standard

Contact:
07879 637633

CB Hearing & Balance

Ear wax removal,
Dizzy treatments,
Ear protection &
Hearing tests
Clare Bates n
Mobile: 078013 36 416

Email: clarebates468@gmail.com

IAIN KENDREW
JOINERY

Specialising in all
internal and external
joinery, general building
and maintenance

Fully time-served
Over 20 years experience

Contact:
07825 304033
01434 674729

Approved Coal Merchants

3 Causey Brae,
Hexham NE46 2BG

Depot:
2 GColliery Yard,
Acomh NE46 4RU

Telephone:
01434 6030396

10




Methodist Chapel

Tuesday 9th September

Messy Vintage
230 - 4pm
Theme :rainbows

* ¥¥ ¥ ¥ X X X

Saturday 20th September

Please leave food for our Harvest Festival service
(Sunday 21st September) at the Chapel
between 10am and 2pm
Donations will go to the West Northumberland Food Bank

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

Saturday 26th September

Macmillan Cancer Care coffee morning
Methodist chapel
Tlam - 2pm

. Everyone welcome \

Fourstones and Newbrough Monthly Weather Information for
July 2025

Lowest temperature was 7.7C at 2:52 AM on the 15th
Highest temperature was 28.3C at 2:45 PM an the 11th
Strongest wind gust was 34mph at 2:28 PM on the 4th
Maximum daily rainfall was 7mm on the 159th
Manthly rainfall total was 48.8mm

BONUS BALL Newbrough Town Hall
July 200 CLUB : August draw
125;; (I‘:UT_y [S)oqtdh E 1st Sheila Burrows 182
19th Lo mDmclld 5 2nd Susan Sutton 153
Hey Zo 3rd Sandra Lorenco 38
26th  Cath Clark 18




*No Mess
*No Fuss

| *Insurance
Recognised
Certification

NEIL DENHAM
PHOTOGRAPHY

DENHAMWEDDINGS.CO.UK

07975 560 973
Find us on [} @Mﬂg\m

CHIMNEY SWEEPING SERVICES

YOUR FIRST CALL FOR A CLEAN SWEEP
Please call Simon: 0191 268 3147 or 07595 622 020

w:www.premierchimneysweepingservices.co.uk

) E wAS T,
e: premierchimneysweepingservices@gmail.com =a

Proud member of the Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps =¥ 9

L .
| leﬂ_ﬂ;g GARDEN pr“p ES ] L Mr George's Museum of Time

. : 38N 607 Jrle)U' n} \Ulw’ﬂ LL’W @ - Watch and clock museum

."‘x, WINGH ;ﬁJ )hﬂ.m ) 5 1 REEN WASTE 0ISP POSAL == _Specialist repair workshop

i /d L. 1 02/ (Mechanical, quartz, batteries and straps)
! S
e - Gift shop
anegategardenservices.co.uk 2 Ratcliffe Road, Haydon Bridge, (next to the Co-op)
Comact us today for a free :onsultatlon
hello@stanegategardenservices.co.uk www.timeforgeorge.couk 01434 688055
tel: 07968 123 205

Bletchley Networks

Internet Service Provider Serving The North East

FIBRE BROADBAND
ETHERNET
VolP

Router & Installation Included lﬁ

01434671820

sales@bletchley.co.uk | www.bletchley.net

12



Green

Notes

What’s your carbon footprint?!

By Malcolm Newson on behalf of Climate Action Newbrough-Fourstones

With COP30 due in Brazil between 10T and 271
Movember, it's not too early for Green Notes to
bbe musing aver the core diplomatic tool at these
meetings: the NDCs or Mationally Determined
Contributions, basically our national carbon foot-
prints. These were set up by the landmark Paris
COP in 2015 which also took the best scientific
guidance to set a limit of global temperature rise
to 1.5°C. Currently the respected Climate Action
Tracker puts the likely rise by 2100 as 2.6°C, using
the COPZ0 currently declared NDCs!

Despite the ruling of the International Court of
Justice on July 23" that failure by countries to
mitigate climate change 'may constitute an
international wrongful act ... attributable to that
state’, we are unlikely to see the annual increasing
ambition” dreamed of in Paris. The NDC becomes
a loophole for nations to delay, avoid or substitute
any action of the strength shown by the UK's Net
Zero policies. Substitution uses the ‘offset’ princi-
ple - Switzerland improves its NDC by funding
electric buses in Bangkok. In the words of one
commentator, ‘across the world pecple are now
fighting the sclutions, not the science’.

As we often rehearse in these Notes, half the
global greenhouse gas emissions derive from the
wealthiest 10% of the population - perhaps the
best justification for a wealth tax? Climate change

fand nature degradation) are both upsetting the
UK national and domestic budget. The Green
Alliance has calculated that we are paying

£232.49 thow exacth per year for the impacts;
some economists are calculating ‘climateflation”,
far example to explain the current persistent rise in
food prices, both home-grown and imported. In
2023, storms and floods raised vegetable prices by
12% Watch out for the price of broccoli and cauli-
flower as the 2025 drought kicks inl 2025 has
given us the driest Spring on records and four
regions of the country are in ‘official” drought.

So, what about my provocative title? Carbon foot-
prints can be calculated at a variety of scales: a
recent review of online carbon calculators totalled
14, available for households, business including
farms and parishes/communities. The Open
University have a good one. My latest count is just
aver 2 tonnes of carbon per year, well under half of
the global personal average. However, not to be
complacent, even though I'm disabled and don't
travel overseas, | still need to reduce by 231kg
every year to meet Net Zero by 2030!

| 'won't be going to next year's World Cup in the
Americas. The event will have a carbon footprint
of 9 million tonnes, or if air travel is recalculated
{eqg. between venues) 15 million tonnes.

AB9, a Countryside Stewardship option in the UK

ABS, a Countryside Stewardship option in the UK,

provides winter bird food plots that offer a valuable

food source for farmland kirds during the colder
maonths when natural food is scarce. These plots,
typically sown with a mix of seeds, help support
bird populations by providing both seeds and
caver.

Here's a more detailed look:

Food Source:

ABS mixtures contain a variety of seeds that are
particularly beneficial for farmland birds during the
"hungry gap” (December to March) when other
food sources are limited.

Habitat:

The plots also provide cover and nesting sites,
which are important for bird survival and breeding
success.

Biodiversity:

ABS plots can also benefit other wildlife, such as
insects, by providing nectar socurces for pollinators
like bumblebees and butterflies during the summer
months.

Specific Bird Species:

ABS mixtures are designed to support a variety of
farmland birds, including finches, corn buntings,
tree sparrows, and grey partridges.

Environmental Benefits:

By providing a consistent food supply, ABS plots
can help reduce the need for birds to forage in ag-
ricultural fields, potentially minimizing their expo-
sure to pesticides and ather risks.
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NORTHUMBRIAN

WINDOWS

Our services include:
Windows, Doors, Conservatories & Sunrooms
Please contact David on:

Tel: 01434 601882

Mob: 07762 718125

Frankham Farm Storage

Up at Frankham Farm we are delighted with how
quickly our eleven storage containers have now fi
up. We appreciate the support and help of the vill
to spread the word.

We are always open to any enguiries in relation to our

storage facilities, be it our containers or our vehic
storage space.

Please get in touch with Bertie on O7801 507543,

lled
age

=

‘ : oil
servicing & repairs

07940797242 | 07394 354 884

BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Day time/evening hours and On Call
Local Experienced Engineer
Gas, LPG — Domestic and Commercial
and Air Source Heat Pumps (ASHP) - Domestic
Tel: 07394 354 884

Email: graham@sycamoreboilers.com




September, From the Garden

September is the time to start your autumn lawn
care, and this month is also the best time to seed
anew lawn. Scil temperature is higher this time
of the yvear so you will find a lawn started in Sep-
tember will do much better than those started

in the spring.

Now is the time to
rake, scarify and
aerate your lawn.
Raking and scarify-
ing breakes up the
old dead thatch
that builds up on
aur lawns while aerating allows oxygen to pene-
trate deeper down to the roots,

Applying a last autumn feed to the lawn after
aeration and scarifying will help keep strength
in the lawn to take into winter. Do not use your
leftover spring or summer feed as this has too
much nitrogen which encourages leggy growth.
Stick to an Autumn feed which will be rich in
Potassium and Phasphorus which is better for
root growth and hardiness.

If you're starting a new lawn prepare the ground

a good couple of weeks befare to let the soil settle
again before seeding or laying turf. The best way
to prepare the ground is to fork over, weed and
then level firming the ground lightly. Grass seed
doesn't like to sit touching lawn feed or plant feed
so it's best not to use any before seeding. To level
and to create a fine crumb to seed onto just keep
walking over the soil and raking again. The more
vou do this the finer the crumb will be.

wWhile seeding try not to have clumps of grass seed
together vou want a good spread of seed lightly
raked in or walked over Grass seed needs to be
touching soil but also needs oxygen to germinate.
If yvou're laying turf a good tip is to make sure you
roll your joins downwards together and not just
butt the two edges together. As the turf dries and
settles it will shrink exposing gaps if the edges have
just been butted together. Rolling the edges down
and then butting the joins together allows for the
turf to shrink back while not exposing gaps.

lain O’Brien

If vou are wanting or planning to plant bulks in
your lawn now is a good time too especially if you
are seeding a fresh lawn.

Late September

The back end of September is a great time to plant
maore perennials due to the warm soil and because
of the increased moisture we usually getf that time
of the year.

If vou're lucky to have
agreenhouse it’'s worth
bringing inside any
tender perennials such
as Fuchsias and
Begonias.

Make sure to keep your ponds clear of debris and
cut out and dead leaves from the waterlilies and
thin out those oxygenators that will have now taken
over the whole pond.

If vou have any drought stressed plants including
newly planted shrubs, give them a good soak
through. &s the weather becomes cooler and mare
damp the soil will better absorb moisture. Giving
them a decent soaking now will help them recover.

Keeping the garden debris free is a good idea pre
winter. This helps control the spread of diseases.

maple |
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Church Pages

Who’s Who

Church of England
Parishes by the wall (East)

The Reverend Ollie Dempsey
The Vicarage

Station Yard

Haydon Bridge

NE47 ELL

Tel: 01424 671649

Methodist

Reverend Michael Holland
Tynedale Methodist Circuit
Fern House

Catton

Hexham

NE47 6&S

Tel: 01434 683732

Roman Catholic

Parish Priest : Fr Jeffrey Dodds
Assisted by Fr Paul Kilduff

St Mary's Catholic Church
Hencotes

Hexham

NE45 ZEB

Tel: 01434 603119

From the Registers
August

Funerals:

If we have been united with Christ through
baptism into death, we will certainly be united
with Him in his resurrection.

On Thursday 7th August at St Peter, Newbrough ;
Susan Smith of Newbrough

Fourstones with Warden
Methodist Church

Preachers for September

7th Service at Haydon Bridge
Holy Communiom taken by
Reverend Michael Holland
14th Mr Tom Dodds

21st Harvest Thanksgiving with
Reverend Michael Holland

28th  Miss C Thompsan

All services at 10 30am
Everyone welcome
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St John of Beverley
Haydon Bridge

If you have any queries about service

times please contact:

5t Mary’s Catholic Church,

Hencotes, Hexham

or call 01434 603119




I etter from Reverend Michael...........

Dear friends,

It’'s now September. Summer is over, our children are back at school and students are
preparing to return to college. Summer holidays are behind us and we're beginning to
notice the nights drawing in and nature’s colours changing.

Early Autumn is a season that we mark with harvest festivals, when we pause and give
thanks to God for his goodness towards us symbolised by harvests and food. But we
see also that, like much in our world, harvest celebrations are changing. In today’s world
with changing agricultural methods and mechanisation, fewer and fewer of us are
actually involved in bringing in the harvest. In days gone by a large part of Fourstone’s
harvest would have been in coal. This too has gone in the passing of the years

Our diets are no longer seasonal, changing as different fruits or vegetables become
available, as we now grow (or import) foods all year round. There is no more waiting to
enjoy the new potatoes or first tomatoes or strawberries. There is arisk that we lose
our connection with and awareness of all the work and effort that goes into bringing our
food from field to fork. Just consider your dinner today - how many people have been
involved it its production, processing, transportation, retail and final cooking!

I invite you, this month of harvest festivals, to take a moment when you look out of your
windows at the fields, or drive down the lane, maybe behind a tractor, or pop to the
shops, to take a moment to give thanks for all who bring our food to our table. |invite
you also to take a moment to give thanks to God, the one who provides abundantly for
all our needs.

All good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord,

O thank the Lord,
for all his love.

With every blessing.
Michael Holland

Rev Michael Holland is the minister for Fourstones with warden Methodist Church
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Pattern of Worship across the Parishes by the Wall (East)

St John Lee, Warden with Newbrough and Haydon Bridge

0800 0930 100
1st Sunday no service St Aidan’s Haydon Bridge
Fourstones
2nd Sunday no service St John Lee Haydon Bridge
Zrd Sunday no service Newbrough Haydon Bridge
4th Sunday no service 5t John Lee Haydon Bridge
Eth Sunday *** - Fourstones Haydon Bridge

EZ0th November 2025

Weekday Services

Morning Prayer 0800 Monday—Thursday at Haydon Bridge

Evening Prayer 1630 Monday—Wednesday
(Monday & Tuesday at Haydon Bridge. Wednesday at Fourstones)

The Eucharist 1000 Wednesday at St John Lee
The Eucharist On festival days as advertised
NB our Harvest Festival Service will be held on Sunday 5th October

at 9.30am at St Aidan’s, Fourstones

The Reveraend Ollie Dempsey Tel: 01434 671649 email: froliverdempsey@outlook.com
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Roof repairs at St Michael’s, Warden have not been
completed and Services will continue to be held at
St Aidan’s, Fourstones
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