	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		5th February 2025
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), two members of the public, Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence – None 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 17 below 
a) Northumberland Open Space Assessment - Draft Document for Consultation
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) [bookmark: _Hlk189222006]Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- The Police were unable to attend this meeting but had reported there was nothing of note to report that would impact on the community.
6) County Councillors Report – Cllr Thorne reported that:
a) School Feasibility Study After communicating with GN he had spoken with the NCC Education Department and told them he was looking forward to receiving the feasibility study. Sue Aviston had indicated that it was being pursued but TT was concerned though that whilst £25k had been set aside for this, the study may well be carried out internally rather than by an external provider which may not cover the aspects expected.
DW arrived 7.02 p.m.
b) Stage 1 Complaint. He had spoken to Rob Murfin and expressed his concern that Planning had not delivered on this matter and felt that the comments from Viv Cartmel were unsatisfactory and to some degree inaccurate (see 7b ).
c) Royal Grammar School. TT was a governor at the school. They were doing some excellent outreach work with schools in Northumberland to improve the quality of teaching.
d) Strategic Planning.  Approval of the new Blue Diamond Garden Centre in Alnwick (adjacent the Hogs Head) had been given and would be the largest garden centre in the North East. Improvements were taking place to improve access to the Lionheart Industrial and Business parks.
e) County Council Budget. To be announced soon which would continue to protect NCC front line services.
TT asked members for any questions/issues:
1. Footpaths to Fram Hill. DW stated that the two footpaths to Fram Hill were almost impassable in wet weather and asked TT to investigate this matter with the County Council.					      Action: TT
1. Extension of the rare orchid area at the A1 -Newton-on-the-Moor Junction. GA asked TT to lobby for the area to be extended as currently not all of the area where the orchids grew was protected. 			      Action: TT
2. Elections Costs. GF briefly outlined the issue regarding the potential election costs to parish councils (see 17) which were being asked to contribute to elements such as venue costs for polling stations and counting facilities. These had never been requested previously. Members asked TT to pursue this with NCC. 			      Action: TT
Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 8th January 2025 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DW, Seconded GN, All in Favour).
7) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Cllr Thorne’s proposal for Village Signs. GA to assist in the design and Norma Sadler to be consulted on historical perspective to the design.								                 Action TT/GA 
b) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement. Progressing well and should be ready within a month or so. 										     Action.GA
c) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:
i. Planning Issues.
· Stage 1 Complaint re provision of pavement and street lighting Alnwick Fords Road. Vivienne Cartmel, Area Planning Manager had eventually responded to the PCs complaint. In her response to application 15/03945/FUL and the loss of footpath provision on the Alnwick Ford Road, she stated that the Highways Authority had examined the proposal and advised that the connections to sustainable transport were considered to be adequate and therefore the footpath had not been secured through a planning condition. With regard to application 16/00745/FUL which was approved on 2 March 2017 subject to condition that ‘Development shall not commence until details of the proposed highway works (footway adjacent to the site, dropped kerb crossing point, with associated drainage and street lighting) have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The building(s) shall not be occupied until the highway works have been constructed in accordance with the approved plans. Reason: In the interests of highway safety, in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework. Whilst not admitting liability for the work not being completed, she did apologise that the Planning Department had failed to respond to our previous requests for information. She suggested a meeting with the North Planning Team to discuss our concerns that the streetlighting had not been installed at the site. She also stated that if LPC remained dissatisfied with their response, it had the right to escalate the complaint to stage 2 of NCC’s  Complaints procedure. GF reported that since receiving her response he had looked again at the various planning documentation for both developments and that there appeared to be a number of anomalies and inconsistencies in the documentation. The Parish Council agreed that it would welcome further discussion to resolve these matters to its satisfaction before it considered whether it should take the complaint to Stage. 2. However, it did not feel that a Teams meeting was appropriate and asked the Clerk to set up a face-to-face meeting with Planning to which Cllr Thorne agreed to attend.								 		 Action: Clerk
· Former West Road Garage Site Rothbury Road Longframlington Northumberland.  Following our email, this matter has been registered as planning enforcement case – Ref: 24/01075/BRCOND. However, the response from the Enforcement Officer had indicated that they were unable to provide updates on any progress with regards to this matter and that they would only provide information at the end of their investigations. Members were extremely dissatisfied with this very unprofessional response and asked Cllr Thorne to follow this up with the Planning department								     		    Action:  TT
ii. Highways.
· [bookmark: _Hlk188498704]Bollards and parking measures at corner of Church Street/A697.  Instructions were underway for the bollards to be erected. Matter to be removed from the agenda.
· Traffic Calming measures at A697 North and South entry to Village. This work had been scheduled. The PC agreed to keep a watching brief.
iii. Education
· New School Feasibility Study. Following the disappointing response from Sue Aviston (SA) Head of School Organisation and Resources at NCC, an email had been sent to her on 21st January outlining the full extent of what LPC had understood and what had been agreed and expected for the feasibility study. No reply had been received. Clerk  was asked to contact her for a response.						 Action: Clerk
d) Longframlington Parish Map.  It had emerged that Northumberland Archives and /or Hancock Museum may be in a position to scan the documents. The Clerk had written to Archives and was awaiting their response.
e) Bus shelter opposite St. Mary’s Church. Quotation for painting roof. Awaiting estimate but it was likely alternative contractors would need to be sourced. DW to inspect the roof fabric to ascertain work required to bring it up to standard.			  								   Action: DW
f) Cheviot Lodge Bus Stop hard standing (South side). Agreed to request quotation for the work from Gavin Christie and submit application to the Members Local Improvement Scheme. 			 		 Action: Clerk
g) Planters at Lion Fountain at corner of Church Street/A697. GN reported that Chris Green had kindly agreed to sponsor the planting and maintenance of the tubs. It was agreed to arrange the removal of the existing tubs, empty the trough, to purchase replacement tubs and write to thank Chris for his generous offer.				 Action: Clerk
8) Finance
a) Notification of receipts. Approved.
	06/01/2025
	Burleigh
	Allotment Plot 12
	30.17

	13/01/2025
	Funeral Services Ltd
	Burial William Maurice Lamb
	200.00

	22/01/2025
	Taynton
	Allotment & Water Plot 16a
	15.08

	06/01/2025
	E Maxwell
	Allotment Plot 6a
	11.00

	06/01/2025
	Helen Cormack
	Allotment Plot 8 & water
	30.17

	06/01/2025
	Laidler M C
	Allotment Plot 9 & water
	30.17

	07/01/2025
	Smart & Hogan
	Allotment Plot 3b/4b
	22.00

	07/01/2025
	Christie
	Allotment Plot 10b & water
	30.17

	13/01/2025
	Bolton
	Allotment 11b & Water
	15.08

	14/01/2025
	Forbes
	Allotment Plot 1b
	11.00

	27/01/2025
	Owen
	Allotmentn 5a
	22.00

	27/01/2025
	Parkin
	Allotment Plot 13 & water
	30.17

	30/01/2025
	Hedquist-Hall
	Allotment Plot 6b
	11.00

	03/02/2025
	Palmer
	Allotment Plot 11A
	17.00

	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes
	Weallans Allotment Plot 3a/4a
	22.00

	
	
	Total
	497.01


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	24/01/2025
	G Fremlin Reimbursement
	Amazon/Shenzhenshi Non-Slip decking 
	47.98

	15/01/2025
	British Gas 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	17.91

	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	436.69

	03/02/2025
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	108.40

	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes (reimburse)
	Cartidge People printer toner
	41.61

	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes (reimburse)
	Norton Security
	39.99

	
	
	Total
	692.58



c) Requests for donations. None.

d) Bank Reconciliation. Approved.
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 3rd February 2025
	£

	Balance per bank statements as at 31st January 2025
	
	

	
	Community account
	9059.50
	

	
	Business Saver
	41904.60
	

	
	
	
	
	50964.10

	Less unpresented payments
	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes
	436.69
	

	
	03/02/2025
	HMRC 
	108.40
	

	
	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes (reimburse)
	41.61
	

	
	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes (reimburse)
	39.99
	

	 
	
	
	
	626.69

	Uncredited Deposits 
	03/02/2025
	Palmer
	17.00
	

	
	03/02/2025
	Welch/Rhodes
	22.00
	39.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	50376.41

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	50376.41



e) Extra Grass Cuts The NCC cost for the 3 extra cuts in 25/26 of  £490.36 ex VAT were approved.
9) Allotments
a) Management.
i. Allotment Invoices. Only one tenant not yet paid. 						 Action: Clerk
b) Maintenance. The new gate was now fitted and all maintenance was now up to date.
10) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  No issues to report.
b) Maintenance and Sports courts and Playground Review 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk187501041]Outdoor gym  Awaiting spell of good weather 						   Action: DW
ii. Repair anti-slip tread style.  Completed.
iii. Complete investigating coating/cladding for brickwork/surface in sports court.  There were several options which could be undertaken, some of which would incur considerable expense but with no guarantee of a permanent solution. It was agreed that the most sensible way forward in the first instance was to get quotes from local builders for preservative treatment to the brickwork.						Action: Clerk
iv. Obtain aerial photo from Ed McCulloch of Playing Field. Ongoing. 				    Action: AG
v. Replacement Park Sign.  Ongoing.	Awaiting scanning of parish maps.			           Action: GF/Clerk
vi. Single Rocker – attention to wooden areas. Awaiting better weather. 				   Action: DW
vii. Erosion GF reported there was considerable erosion around some of the playground equipment, the rills and mound. Agreed to include this matter in the April agenda/.						Action: Clerk
c) Request for additional playground equipment. A quotation had been received for the social seating shelter for the playground from Playdale at a of cost £10,784.60; GF had cross checked the cost against the only other supplier of similar equipment Kompan which would cost more for a similar configuration.  The members agreed to accept the Playdale quotation not only on cost but also that this shelter provided more amenities. (Proposed GA, Seconded DW, All in Favour). 										           Action: GF/Clerk
11) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk184822694]24/02500/FUL
	Roseworth Cottage Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of site with 4no.
detached dwellings
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/03481/LBC
	Low Town, Northern Farmhouse. Installation of wooden patio doors and window on East gable.
	Application
Registered

	See previous minutes for details  

	24/02870/S106A
	Land North Of Fairfields change shared ownership affordable housing units to affordable rent.
	 Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/04255/FUL
	3 The View Front Street Proposed garage annexe with store, gym, office and studio
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/00164/FUL
	19 Chapel View Longframlington Northumberland NE65 8FA
	Application
Registered
	No objection



12) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance.
i. Mole Control. The quotation from Scarpa for mole treatment was agreed.			                  Action: Clerk
ii. Bin Shelters. Agreed to permanently remove the wooden lids from the shelters as they would be repeatedly damaged in high winds.									     Action: GF
d) Cemetery extension. The Bishop’s office had spoken with GF and had agreed the date for the Consecration: 3.00 p.m. Tuesday 18th March 2025. Instructions on preparation of the ground had been given and GF agreed to obtain further details on the arrangements. When this information was available it would be passed on to St. Mary’s and the URC churches.  The members thanked the Chair for all his considerable efforts since 2017, to gain ownership and arrange the consecration of the cemetery extension.     						           Action: GF/Clerk
13) Action Plan – February 2025 
a) Sports Courts and Playground – Inspect condition and record equipment at the sports ground 		   Action: DW
14) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report. After a reminder to NCC, the draft licence for the wildflower area had now been received for consideration by the PC. Our insurers had confirmed that that Public and Employers Liability insurance would cover the wildflower area and its maintenance. The members discussed at length as to whether or not they wished to take on the responsibilities set out in the licence. It was agreed prior to a final decision being taken, that NCC Estates be asked to follow up their commitment to explain the licence arrangement to the complainant and that DL speak with Ian Lakey as to whether he was prepared to take forward the flower area under the new licence arrangements. There was some urgency to resolve this matter given that work on the wildflower area needed to begin.                        		                Action: GF/DL
15) Storm Éowyn
a) Emergency Action Plan.  Members/LEAP volunteers had been given an advance warning via email that the LEAP may be activated during the storm.  This had not been necessary but there were several power cuts at Embleton Terrace. As they continued to experience numerous power cuts during severe weather, the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst PC were to take this matter up with Northern Power 
b) Cheviot Lodge bus shelter roof.  The roof had blown off in the afternoon of Friday 24th January. Gavin Christie had been called out and immediately ensured the roof and building were in a safe condition. Arkle & Sons had agreed to repair the roof and had provided an estimate for replacing the existing GRP roof (£980 excluding VAT). As this was an emergency repair and came under £1k, they have been instructed to proceed. If the GRP roof was found to be damaged upon lifting, a separate estimate would be provided for any further necessary repairs or replacement. The members approved the actions that had been taken.
16) Request for Grit Bin /Gritting of the Tank Turn.  Clerk had been asked by the Post Bus lady if the Parish Council could provide grit or a grit bin for the tank turn, as elderly and infirm residents were finding the surface particularly difficult in icy conditions. The Council were concerned that treatment to the concrete would damage the surface of the tank turn and the run-off would  kill the grass on the playing field. A more preferable arrangement was for the post-bus to park on the highway during icy conditions.						 		 			 Action: Clerk
17) Election 1st May 2025.  The timetable for the local election had been received and also the NCC estimate of election costs in which it advised the Parish Council to use their information to ascertain whether it needed to consider such costs when setting the Precept. This information arrived only 2 days before the Precept Request had to be submitted and after the Precept had been agreed by the PC.  It had been estimated that if the Council had to go to election and possibly re- election the cost to the PC would be between £4k - £5k. An email on behalf of the Chairs of Longframlington, Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst and Whitton & Tosson PCs setting out their concerns about this process had been submitted to NCC, but no response has been received. The Chair had asked the Clerk to include an amount within each future annual budget in order to build a specific reserve for election costs.											Action: Clerk
18) [bookmark: _Hlk189492814]To further consider the results of the Facebook survey carried out by the LPC and request for the Council to lobby the County Council, and other relevant authorities, for an extended X14 bus service. Kim Samuelson had submitted a written request for the Parish Council to lobby the Council on behalf of the residents of Longframlington. A further careful scrutiny of the Facebook response regarding the extended service showed that whilst having 77 Likes there were only a very small number of individuals who had actually indicated they would use the service. The Council felt that this data was insufficient to demonstrate a convincing demand from within the village. Given this apparent low level of demand and there being only one resident to date requesting that the PC lobby the County Council, the view of the Council was that it would not take this issue further. However, it would give support to a group of Longframlington residents who did wish to pursue this matter if one was formed. 											 Action: Clerk
19) Any Urgent Business 
a) Northumberland Open Space Assessment - Draft Document for Consultation.    Consultation ends 14th March 2024. GF agreed to complete the LPC response.								     Action: GF
20) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 5thMarch 2025 at 7.00 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 9.47 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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