GREENHEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting on 18th November 2024
Approved Minutes

Present	Cllr H Maxted
Cllr B Mason	Cllr S Mason 
Cllr M Wood
Cllr L Whitington	Clerk -Susan Saunders
Cllr Sharp – County Councillor
	Start 7.00pm
88/24	Apologies for Absence
89/24	Declarations of Interest 
90/24	Public Questions No questions
91/24	Minutes of the meetings to be approved held on
Monday 16th September 2024 -minutes were accepted as a true record.    
PROPOSED Cllr L Whitington                SECONDED Cllr M Wood                    	AGREED
92/24	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda
The council have not heard if the bus shelter grant has been approved. However, Cllr Sharp has offered to pay for it if council is not successful.
93/24	Correspondence received since the last council meeting
There is a Free Trees offer from NCC but residents with a CA postcode are not able to apply, despite being part of Northumberland. The clerk was asked to email back and mention this.
94/24	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
94/24.01 Cllr Sharp reported the following:
•	The replacement signs along Glen Whelt Bank are due to be sited in the next week.
•	The yellow lines are awaiting a Traffic Order to be raised and, the legal team are in the process of completing the paperwork.
•	It was confirmed that the white lines on Glen Whelt Bank will not be changed as it would be contravening the Highway Code.
•	The request for a sign between Thirlwall View and Longbyre, to warn of walkers, has been approved and is underway.

94/24.02 Bus Improvement grant – The council have not heard if the bus shelter grant has been approved. It is expected a decision will be made in December. However, Cllr Sharp has offered to pay for it if council is not successful.

94/24.03 NCC Planning Website review – Members hare satisfied with current website so clerk will respond accordingly.
95/24	Greenhead Matters 
95/24.01 Village Hall external Painting – The village Hall committee are still awaiting quotes but the painting will now wait until spring.
95/24.02 Play Area – Members are undertaking inspections monthly and there is concern over the large climbing frame as it deteriorates. It was noted that the council cannot apply for grant funding as the lease for the area is only for 3 years. It is usual to have a 25 year lease minimum to qualify for grant funding. It was agreed to consider options and discuss again at the next meeting.  
95/24.03 Rose Cottage – Members are concerned about when work is to be undertaken on Rose Cottage and were informed that as long as it has been started before the planning permission expires, the owners can keep applying for an extension.
95/24.03 Pennine Journey - An email has been received to inform council about an issue with the footpath starting in Greenhead and going across the A69. It stated that the path was gated and locked and there were no clear indications where the Pennine Journey meets The Pennine Way.
Cllr Maxted investigated and reported that the gate can be opened. However, he agreed that finger posts on either side of the A69 would be helpful.
Members agreed to ask Duncan Lovatt for advice and perhaps meet with him.
PROPOSED Cllr H Maxted                SECONDED Cllr M Wood                    	AGREED

96/24	Land at Milburn Terrace
Members discussed sending out the letters to ask for a renewal of the licence or whether they just allow the residents to continue using the piece of land. It was agreed that the council did not want to spend any more money on this that they would not apply for a licence renewal.
PROPOSED Cllr B Mason                SECONDED Cllr L Whitington                   	AGREED

97/24	Statutory Policies                                                                                                                
97/24.01 To adopt the recent NALC recommended standing orders and financial regulations – it was agreed to adopt the policies and change the delegated authorities in the Financial Regulations to match those currently in place.
PROPOSED Cllr B Mason                SECONDED Cllr H Maxted                   	AGREED
97/24.02 To approve the Freedom of Information Policy as advised by The Information Commissioners Office – The council agreed to update the current policy to this format.
PROPOSED Cllr B Mason                SECONDED Cllr S Mason                   	AGREED
97/24.03 To review the GDPR policy – no changes were required.    
PROPOSED Cllr M Wood                SECONDED Cllr L Whitington                   	AGREED
98/24	Planning Applications 
Northumberland National Park Planning
24NP0088 Walltown Quarry – path refurbishment. Members had no objection.
PROPOSED Cllr B Mason                SECONDED Cllr L Whitington                   	AGREED
99/24	Reports on Financial Matters:
99/24.01 Bank Reconciliation & Accounts for payment at 18th November 2024    





    




















The accounts for £67 were approved for payment with the addition of £50 for the poppy wreath.
PROPOSED Cllr L Whitington                SECONDED Cllr S Mason                   	AGREED
99/24.02 Income & Expenditure at 1st November 2024   - the accounts were noted.      
99/24.03 National Joint Council Pay Agreement 2024-2025 – 2.5% from 1st April 2024 has been approved by NJC. Members agreed that the back pay will be included in the March salary payment.
99/24.04 Internal auditor - the previous auditor is no longer available. The clerk has been in contact with an auditor, David Newman, who has recently added internal auditing to his business. His partner is clerk to a council that has a burial committee and so he has an understanding of the processes of including the accounts as part of the constituent councils. Advice has been received from SLCC that internal audits of councils with precepts under £25k have not always been as thorough as they could be and that engaging an auditor professionally is the preferred option. David has estimated the cost to be £100 plus VAT. Members agreed this recommendation.
PROPOSED Cllr B Mason                SECONDED Cllr S Mason                   	AGREED                                                     
100/24	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee
100/24.01 Melkridge Withdrawal – The constitution amendments have not been received so will be considered at the next meeting.
100/24.02 Budget Levy Request for 2025-2026 – Members were informed that the budgeted amount from 24-25 was to increase by 5%. However, as this included the share from Melkridge the amounts paid by each parish were less than they would have been without Melkridge. Consequently, this will have a real term effect of 11.9% on the amount paid by the parishes.
Members accepted this request.
PROPOSED Cllr H Maxted                SECONDED Cllr M Wood                    	AGREED
 Cllr Maxted reported that the tree and wall in the cemetery have still not been fixed.      
101/24	Any Other Matters
A policy for notice board was requested and will be drawn up for approval at the next meeting. It was also noted that the list of councillors needs updating for both notice boards and a note that The parish does have a Facebook page for information.
102/24
	Dates and times of next meetings
Council Meeting, Monday 20th January 2025 from 7.00pm in the village hall.
Millennium Green Charity AGM 20th January 2025 6.45pm in the village hall.
The meeting closed at 8.00pm.
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