	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		8th January 2025
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), two members of the public, Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.04 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence – Diane Lakey (DL) 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 17 below – None.
GN arrived at 7.05 p.m.
3) Declaration of Interests – None.
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None.
GA arrived at 7.06 p.m.
5) Community Police Report-  No issues for Longframlington. Residents were asked to be vigilant as there were two males canvassing for charities in the late evenings within the Rothbury area.
6) County Councillors Report –  Cllr Thorne reported that:
a) It was a quiet time for the County council.
b) The Strategic Planning Committee had approved a large caravan site in Belford, a new school at Stakeford and a solar farm near Bedlington
c) NCC Education’s review of a new school in Longframlington was imminent and that he had made known the village’s commitment to this. 
d) There were funds available from his allocation from the Members Local Improvement Scheme as the Post Office proposal in Shilbottle was no longer to go ahead. Monies from the scheme could possibly fund ventures in the village such as the proposed village signage and the bus stop at  Cheviot Lodge (south side of the Rothbury Road) and he invited the members to discuss such options.
e) The manufacture of the gate for the closed cemetery at the corner of the Green was underway and would soon be installed.
f) The village clean-ups would continue. This work was regularly left to the same dedicated volunteers. It would be good to have new people  to help.
g) He expressed his concern at the number of mole hills in the North End cemetery (see 13 d)
TT invited questions from members:
a) New School Feasibility Study – see Item 8 c) iii
b) Pavement adjacent Former West End garage development. The Parish Council was extremely concerned that the reinstatement of the pavement at this site, which was in extremely unsafe and in a deplorable condition, was still outstanding. It was over four years since work started on this site and the condition of the pavement area was extremely dangerous for pedestrians, particularly the infirm, elderly and for those using buggies and prams. There had been many enforcement notices at this site. The Parish Council had received several complaints and the issue was a source of considerable comment on Facebook. Discussions had taken place between Planning, Highways and the developer to make clear what work needed to be carried out, yet the work had still not even begun. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Enforcement and TT to follow up this matter with the Planning Department.			            Action: TT/Clerk
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 4th December 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DW, Seconded GN, All in Favour.)
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Cllr Thorne’s proposal for Village Sign. TT had agreed to put down some ideas for two signs, one at each end of the A697 entrances to the village, following which he and representatives of the PC would meet to develop the proposal. Action.TT
b) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement.  Agreed that GA/GF would edit current version of the information section of the booklet prior to the update of the directory.			               Action: GA/GF
c) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:
i. Planning Issues.
· Stage 1 Complaint re provision of pavement and street lighting Alnwick Fords Road. NCC had received the PC’s Stage 1 complaint. The PC was still awaiting the response from NCC as the 15-day period for them to respond had now come to an end. The Corporate Complaints Department had apologised and informed the Clerk that there had been a delay in allocating the complaint to the relevant Planning officer but they hoped to have their response to the PC by 24th January. Members were extremely disappointed in the delay and concerned that the County Council could not even abide by its own Complaints Policy. It was agreed that the matter be taken to the Ombudsman if a response had not been received by 24th January. Cllr Thorne agreed to speak to Rob Murfin, NCC about this matter.								      Action: TT 
ii. Highways.
· Planters and parking measures at corner of Church Street/A697. The police had spoken to the owners of the vehicles parking in this area. Unfortunately, some cars had continued to park causing  serious sightline issues. GF had requested a costing for the erection of bollards from NCC Highways and Graham Bucknall had quoted £3.5k. However, NCC had agreed that on safety grounds the bollards were indeed necessary and were to pay for these from the Local Transport Plan. They have been ordered and will be put in place as soon as possible.
· Removal of grit bin at entrance to Fenwick Park. This had now been resolved with immediate action following a further approach by Clerk to NCC  after a further concern from a resident. The damaged bin had been replaced by a standard-size NCC bin and this and the remaining smaller bin had been filled. NCC had agreed to keep the bins stocked with grit.
iii. Education
· [bookmark: _Hlk187077637]New School Feasibility Study . Nothing further had been received from NCC. Clerk was asked to write to Education NCC Department for an update. TT also agreed to follow this up with Education.         Action: TT/Clerk
d) Bus Services: Requests for extended x14 service and co-ordination of X14 and 15 (Rothbury to Alnwick) bus timetables.  . Nothing further had been received from NCC. AG had consolidated the feedback from the Facebook consultation and submitted this to Kim Samuelson. He had offered any help to her and the residents who were going to take action on this. Agreed to remove the item from the agenda until further notice.					 Action: Clerk
e) [bookmark: _Hlk187081360]Longframlington Parish Map. Clerk to obtain quotes for scanning of documents.		                  Action: Clerk
f) Bus shelter opposite St. Mary’s Church. Quotation for painting roof. Clerk’ to obtain quotes for this 	Action: Clerk
g) Amendments to Annual Action Plan including Biodiversity Statement. The amendments were agreed and to include the word ‘biodiversity and ’ between the words ‘enhance’ and nature within the Biodiversity statement.	Action: Clerk
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts. Approved.
	02/12/2024
	Barclays
	Interest Premium A/C 30586455
	174.76

	23/12/2024
	Chung BW
	Allotment Plot 10a Water only
	8.17

	30/12/2024
	Geere ACP
	Allotment Plot 2b
	11.00

	30/12/2024
	P Hayles
	Allotment Plot 14 & Water
	30.17

	30/12/2024
	T Marrison
	Allotment Plot 17b & Water
	15.08

	30/12/2024
	G L Gilbertson
	Allotment Plot 2b
	11.00

	30/12/2024
	D Proctor
	Allotment 17a & Water
	15.08

	30/12/2024
	C Brennan
	Allotment 11b & Water
	15.08

	30/12/2024
	KG Bruce
	Allotment 15b & Water
	15.08

	03/01/2025
	Knight M W
	Allotmentn10a
	22.00

	03/01/2025
	Warner & Robson
	Allotmentn7b
	11.00

	03/01/2025
	Cotts P
	Allotmentn2a
	11.00

	03/01/2025
	Longfram Mem Hall
	Ground Rent
	25.00

	03/01/2025
	Welch/Rhodes
	Carr Plot 7a
	11.00

	
	
	Total
	375.42


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	10/12/2024
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance November
	282.00

	20/12/2024
	Wave
	Water Charges Cemetery
	22.61

	02/01/2025
	Wave
	Water Charges Allotments
	51.30

	16/12/2024
	British Gas 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	12.60

	02/01/2025
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	419.59

	02/01/2025
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	102.60

	
	
	Total
	890.70


c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation at 3rd January 2024. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 24th December 2024
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	4048.38

	
	Business Saver
	
	46904.60

	
	
	
	
	50952.98

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	
	

	
	02/01/2025
	Wave
	51.30
	

	
	02/01/2025
	Garth Rhodes
	419.59
	

	
	02/01/2025
	HMRC 
	102.60
	

	 
	
	
	
	573.49

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	
	30/12/2024
	Geere ACP
	11.00
	

	
	30/12/2024
	P Hayles
	30.17
	

	
	30/12/2024
	T Marrison
	15.08
	

	
	30/12/2024
	G L Gilbertson
	11.00
	

	
	30/12/2024
	D Proctor
	15.08
	

	
	30/12/2024
	C Brennan
	15.08
	

	
	30/12/2024
	KG Bruce
	15.08
	

	
	03/01/2025
	Knight M W
	22.00
	

	
	03/01/2025
	Warner & Robson
	11.00
	

	
	03/01/2025
	Cotts P
	11.00
	

	
	03/01/2025
	Longfram Mem Hall
	25.00
	

	
	03/01/2025
	Welch/Rhodes
	11.00
	

	
	
	
	
	192.49

	Balance
	
	
	
	50571.98

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	50571.98



e) Agree Budget and set Precept 2025/26  The Budget was approved and the Precept of £13,000 was agreed (proposed DW, seconded GN, All in Favour). This increased the Band D payment charge to £18.98 from £16.02 per household which was an 18.46% increase of £2.96 (0.25p monthly). The Precept over the last two years had been kept significantly lower than in  previous years, to reduce the financial burden on residents and reduce the reserve. The increase in 2025/26 was now required to maintain an adequate reserve at a time when there was to be an anticipated increase in council expenditure over the forthcoming year.									Action: Clerk
f) Annual Insurance – review and obtain quotes.  The three-year long-term agreement with Clear Councils would expire at the end of May. It was agreed that as this company provided both an excellent cover and quality of service and that unless the annual renewal premium was significant, the Council would renew the cover with them.       Action Chair/Clerk
g) Electricity Energy Plan Renewal. The renewal quotation from British Gas had been received. Members were asked to consider which would be the preferred option and /or to consider quotes from other energy providers. Given the small amount of energy used and the likely administrative time it would take to change provider/ smart meter etc, it was agreed to remain with the current provider and take out the three-year option, as this provided the most economic value at this time.										 Action: Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management.
i. Allotment Invoices - Invoices had been sent out with return date of 31st January. Tenant details over two years old had been removed.
b) Maintenance. Apart from the replacement of the gate adjacent West House, already scheduled, all maintenance was up to date.										     	     Action: GF
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report.
b) Maintenance following Sports courts and playground review. 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk187501041]Outdoor gym – painting touch-up . Awaiting better weather.					   Action: DW
ii. Repair anti-slip tread style.  The adhesive strips had not proved successful and agreed screw done treads be installed.										     Action: GF
iii. [bookmark: _Hlk187500953]Complete investigating coating/cladding for brickwork/surface in sports court. Ongoing. 		     Action: DL
iv. Obtain aerial photo from Ed McCulloch of Playing Field. Ongoing.                                                                         Action: AG
v. Replacement Park Sign.  Ongoing.	(see 8 e)					           	           Action: GF/Clerk
vi. Single Rocker – attention to wooden areas. Awaiting better weather.				   Action: DW
[bookmark: _Hlk187082871]TT left at 7.50 p.m.
c) Request for additional playground equipment. GA recommended the most appropriate and interesting social seating shelter for the park that would give the widest variety of uses, was the Playdale Encounter 13 TE(ENC13: Cost £9,649, plus delivery, installation, safety surface + VAT. It was agreed that once GA had shared this information and photos of the unit with Lucy Mason, that a meeting be set up with the Playdale representative to take this matter further and to obtain full costings/necessary actions. GA also agreed to pursue the funding opportunity through Finding Fitness for a Ninja Trail. 						            			             Action: GA/GF/DW/Clerk
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.	

		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk184822694]24/02500/FUL
	Roseworth Cottage Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of site with 4no.
detached dwellings
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/03481/LBC
	Low Town, Northern Farmhouse. Installation of wooden patio doors and window on East gable.
	Application
Registered

	See previous minutes for details  

	24/02870/S106A
	Land North Of Fairfields change shared ownership affordable housing units to affordable rent.
	 Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/04255/FUL
	3 The View Front Street Proposed garage annexe with store, gym, office and studio
	Application
Registered
	LPC OBJECT to this application as follows:-(see comment below)

	A similar application (22/04760/FUL) for a two-storey build on this site was withdrawn when the height of the building proved to be a major issue. Another application on an adjacent site to the south (22/03560/FUL) was also withdrawn for the same issue regarding height. This was then replaced by an application for a single-story build which was permitted.
This new application although described as a 1.5 storey building, does not specify the actual height. However, the drawings show that it will have a height that will tower over Green’s the Butchers main building and the bungalow to the South by some 2-3mtrs and even more over the extension to the butchers and the other buildings to the South and West of the proposed site. 
The main building at 3 the View is set further back and built into the sloping ground to minimise the effect of its height on the local amenity. Placing the proposed building between the main property and the single storey of Greens the Butchers would have a major impact on the skyline and damage the overall design and residential amenity of nearby houses and the residents and users of Front Street (A697).
Should this application be permitted, it would set a precedence that could allow other single storey buildings to be extended upward, which would destroy the character and amenity of this part of the village.
The applicant seeks to use the permitted application (22/04155/FUL) Bluebell Cottage: for an annexe to provide accommodation for elderly relatives who require family assistance at all times, as a precedence for this application. 22/04155/FUL was for a single storey building which would sit well with the neighbouring predominantly single-story buildings all of which were set well outside the village centre.  24/04255/FUL is very different to 22/04155/FUL as it is at best a 1.5 storey build which lies adjacent to the busy (A697) in the centre of the village, where it would have a detrimental effect on the amenity of other residents. 
This application therefore fails to meet the policies of the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan (LNP) sections LNP2 iii, LNP7 a, b, e and f.


	
13) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes internments. William Maurice Lamb (Reserved plot 225) Burial to take place on16th January. Payment in process.
b) Memorial applications. None 
c) Maintenance. Significant amount of mole hills in the cemetery.					Action: Clerk
d) Cemetery extension. Awaiting date of consecration from the Diocesan Office.
14) Action Plan – January 2025 (not included elsewhere in agenda)
a) Front Street Planter tubs – to agree annual maintenance.  It was agreed that the existing wooden barrel planters be replaced by recycled plastic tubs and that Greens the Butchers be asked to sponsor the maintenance of the planters. 											           Action: GN/Clerk 
b) Three additional grass cuts – Request NCC for quote for the next year.			                  Action: Clerk
c) FramNews Report – identify councillor to write it. It was agreed that GN write the forthcoming edition. GA would then write the next edition and AG the following one. Items to include
i. Budget/Precept
ii. Grit Bins Fenwick Park									    Action: GN
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report . No report available as DL was absent
a) Rimside Wildflower area update. Following the PC’s reply to the email from Bob Hodgson, NCC  Local Services Area Manager, regarding  the complaint they had received concerning the Rimside wild flower area, an immediate response had been received from the NCC Estates Department which is responsible for ownership of this piece of land, to say that they had reviewed the matter and were fully in support of the Parish Council’s biodiversity activities including the wildflower area and would produce a licence which would allow the PC to continue to maintain it. Members expressed their satisfaction at the very positive response from NCC and the final outcome.
16) [bookmark: _Hlk187749600]Cheviot Lodge Bus Stop (South side).  Two residents had contacted the Parish Council regarding the lack of a suitable bus stop with hard standing on the south side of the Rothbury Road.  Bus users/school children and their parents were having to stand on the grassed area which becomes very muddy during and following wet periods. The practice across the County was to have bus shelters and bus stop sign, only on one side of the road. Members were in support of placing a hard standing on the south side bus stop area and It was agreed to ask Cllr Thorne to fund and arrange this through the Members Local Improvement Scheme.									 	            Action: TT/Clerk
17) Any Urgent Business – None.
18) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 5th February 2025 at 7.00 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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