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MINUTES Z

-

Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting

7PM on THURSDAY, 09 JANUARY 2025
Longhirst Village Hall

Longhirst
Parish Council

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates (Chair), Clir Bill Climson, Clir Chris Marr, ClIr Janet

Quinn;

IN ATTENDANCE: Barry Flux (Clerk), Residents x 4

APOLOGIES: ClIr Richard Tordoff, also County Cllr D Towns

A | PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

required

i.  Shrubs - The issue of shrubs was re-raised. There was some discussion about
what should occur in the area. There were views expressed that the area could
be beautified in general. There was concern about the role of the Parish
Council in general in terms of there being competing views on the matter and
this is something where resolution external to the Parish Council may be

ii. Speeding - Residents reported back that they had attended a meeting with
ClIr David Towns on the matter and that it was suggested that a petition /
survey be produced as a way of furthering this matter.

iii. Sewage - A problem with sewers was reported and that this had come from a
blockage on the main road from fats / oils that has created a blockage and
residents asked if this problem could be made known about to local residents.
It was suggested this would be raised in the Longhirst Leader.

There was no update provided.

B | UPDATE FROM NORTHUMBRIA POLICE

C | NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Clir Towns reported that he had been at the meeting at the village hall 48 hours
previously about speeding concerns. He also suggested he was to meet with
Longhirst Colliery Village Hall representatives to discuss potential funding.

D | RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS

i. Longhirst Colliery - Julie Murray
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A report would be provided at the next meeting once the discussion with Cllr
David Towns had occurred in relation to capital funding.

ii. Longhirst Hall
No substantive issues raised

iii. Micklewood
Frustration was commented upon about the lack of pedestrian access to the
bridge, however a solution to this matter is hot obvious

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Councillor Richard Tordoff and County Councillor David
Towns

2. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
Councillor Chris Marr was elected as chair. The position of vice chair was left
vacant for either the next meeting or the May AGM.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors were also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date. There
were no interests declared.

4. CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR

It was agreed to co-opt Julie Murray as a new parish councillor.

5. PREVIOUS MINUTES - 05 SEP 2024
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting barring the
addition of stating there was greater depth of feeling about the issue concerning
the shrubs.

6. MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

6.1. Works for scheduled resurfacing of the C125 and C126
Concern was raised that a map outlining the area of resurfacing work was
incorrect on notices provided about this and correspondence with
Northumberland County Council would be sought to ascertain that they will
be working on the correct section,

6.2. Speeding - Correspondence from NCC about attendance at March meeting
Comment was made that some of the issues relating to this and that
speeding survey data measurements would take place and if that had
occurred by March there would be the possibility of this being presented by
NCC officers at the March meeting if further information was available at
that point.

7. BUDGET
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7.1. Banking Update & Budget Report
The clerk mentioned he had been unable to get access as a signatory to the
TSB account as yet but was hopeful this matter would be resolved prior to
the next meeting. It was suggested at the May AGM that the signatories on
the Bank Account be updated. The purchase of an HDMI extension cable
was approved.

7.2. Report of the principles of precept setting for information
A report of the financial situation and protection up until the end of this
financial year was presented and is attached at appendix A.

7.3. List of activities for 2025/26 for discussion/prioritisation
It was agreed to leave the projects section blank with the same figure of
12,000 and look to set new projects with the election of a new Council after
May 2025. Appendix B

7.4. Precept level to be set for 25/26, inc - deadline 25 Jan 2025
It was agreed that the precept level should remain at £8000 meaning no
raise in precept for residents of Longhirst.

8. NEXT MEETING
8.1. It was agreed to bring forward the next meeting of Longhirst Parish Council
24 hours from the usual Thursday date to Wednesday 05 March 2025
8.2. No date for the May AGM was agreed so a decision on this date would be
made at the next meeting.

Close of meeting at 8.10pm
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Longhirst Parish Council

Pre-approved payments list (with delegations) - 2024/25

Expenditure Profile

a5 agreed Mar 24

Budget heading [estimates) budget Apr May dun dul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mai | Authorisation
0 Staf costs 2,037 170 170 170) 170) 170 70 170 170 170) 170) 170 70| Clerk
[DEmployment costs (egmileage, SLCC) 100 75 ES Clerk
1Fees: Audi 50 50 Clerk
1Fee= ICO 40 40 Clerk
1Fees: Insurance [y Tof 3] 550 550 Clerk
1Fees: NALC membership & website 210 210 Clerk
1Fees: Patish website [Netwe aver) 72 [} [} [} F] [} [} [} [} [ 5 [} 6| Clerk
1Fees: Foom hire (Bmitgs 4 2his #£20) 240 40 40 40 40 40 40| Clerk
1Fees: Legal 300 300

2Office: Postage, etc 30 30 Clerk

2 Oiffice: Mise 50 50 Clerk

7 Oiffice: Training 200 70 00 Clerk or Council #
3 Donations: Remembrance Wieath 75 25 Clerk

3 Donations: Churchrafile 50 50 Council
3Donations: Churchyard 660 660 Council
3Denations: Open Gardens 200 200) Council
3Denations: Widife Group 100 100 Council
3Donations: Other 500 Council
4 Azzets - Maintenance 200 Couneil
4 Azzets - Purchase 500 Council
& Community - Paddack Wood paths (Groundwd 5,000 Council
5 Community - Projectorin Vilage Hall 2,000 Couneil
5 Community - Ashingtor Read contrib to NCC_| 2,000 Couneil
5 Commurnity - Skips 1,000 Council
5 Community - War Memorial Area refurbished 1,000 Couneil
5 Commurnity - Longhirst Hall 200 yrs 1,000 Couneil

18,114 386 216 1.051 326 476 266 201 976 176 216 381 216

Mate: the Clerk can authorise expendiure on any budget heading in an emergency [most likely for Asset related items)

#Training - Clerk can authorise costs for individuals up to £40 per person, per suent

Receipts {Income) profile

Budget heading [esti Total Api May dun dul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mai [ Authorisation
OPrecept (actual 8,000 4,000 4,000 Council
1FootballField rental 7 Council
1Irterest deposit alc 180 5 15 15, 5 5 5 5 15 15, 5 5 15[l
VAT Fepayments 0 Clerk

8,180 4.015 15 15 15 15 4,015 15 15 15 15 15 15

APPENDIX A
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Longhirst Parish Council - Precept Estimate for 2025/26

INCOME (other than precept) Est exp
Interest on deposit a/c 180
D Jordan, Field 0
VAT reclaim 0
Misc 0
Total 180
Reserves brought fwd (estimate) 16,079
Total income 16,259
Less Contingency {unexpected costs) 10,000
Total income minus contingency 6,259
EXPENDITURE Est exp
Staff costs 2137
Fees & Memberships 1577
Maintenance estimate 150
Asset Purchase estimate 500
Admin & Training 250
Donations 1,500
Total committed (basic) running costs 6,114
Additional expenditure® thc 12.000

APPENDIX B
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