	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		5th March 2025
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Diane Lakey (DL) – Chair of meeting, Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7.02 p.m. 

1) Apologies for Absence – AG, GF. The members wished Graham a speedy recovery.
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 19 below 
a) Tree Preservation Order No 6 of 2024
b) Definitive Map Modification Orders
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- The Police submitted a short email report. They were no incidents related to our village to report. They had sent numerous Northumbria Connected updates. One of the more recent was worthy of particular note:
“Northumbria Police have recently received reports of unknown males calling door to door offering to sell items from their bag, claiming to be ‘ex offenders’ from Middlesborough in Cleveland.The males have been a mixture of aggressive or compliant in nature with home owners, and not displaying or showing any identification.
•  There is no authorised ‘ex offender’ scheme operating in our area.
•  Much of the items offered for sale are of poor quality and massively overpriced.
•  Concerns exist they could be seeking to prey on Vulnerable people within the community”
The Clerk had reported, the homeless man who was sleeping in the bus shelter, due to concerns about his wellbeing. The police had made a welfare visit. The man said he was OK and didn’t want any help and left the area shortly after.
6) County Councillors Report 
a) Artificial Intelligence (AI) Centre A site visit by the Council (NCC) had taken place at the former British Volt site which was now to become the largest AI Centre in the country. There were to be 10 data centres with associated amenities including an electricity substation. There was a good deal of enthusiasm for this project which would see a rejuvenation of Cambois and SE Northumberland which would eventually bring in 450 direct and 2000 indirect jobs, with a further 2000 construction jobs during the 15 years period of development. Planning officers had been mindful of the impact on nearby residencies in its design. PC members were disappointed that, given there was such a large area of flat roofing. there was no provision for solar panel generation. Cllr Thorne (TT) said that though this was the case the huge amount of heat produced from the AI equipment would be converted into power for use in residential and business premises nearby. The site would need huge amounts of electricity which would be imported from the Berwick Bank (sea) windfarm and from alternative energy sources in Norway.
b) Hard Standing Cheviot Lodge/Rothbury Rd Bus stop. TT had submitted his request to the Members Local Improvement Scheme which had been successful for this work, which was to be carried out internally by NCC.
c) Footpath on Rothbury Road adjacent former Dennis Common Garaage.  TT was please to see that work on the footpath was now underway.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting – The minutes of the meeting held 5th February 2025 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GA, Seconded DW, All in Favour).
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Cllr Thorne’s proposal for Village Sign. To be picked up again if and when Cllr Thorne was re-elected.             Action: TT/GA
b) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement. The Chair thanked GA for all her work on the amendments to the booklet. DL agreed to prove the document and members were invited to also review it. Comments to be submitted to GA. GA/ Clerk to produce business directory. Information for the directory to be submitted via the Clerk. 										     Action: DL/All/Clerk
c) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments:
i. Planning Issues.
· Stage 1 Complaint re provision of pavement and street lighting Alnwick Fords Road. Face-to Face meeting scheduled for 6th March. GF/DW had been cancelled due to GF’s illness. Clerk to reschedule.	 Action: Clerk
· Former West Road Garage Site Rothbury Road Longframlington Northumberland.  Work underway to restore the footpath.
ii. Highways.
· [bookmark: _Hlk188498704]Bollards and parking measures at corner of Church Street/A697. Work was now complete and proving very successful.
· Traffic Calming measures at A697 North and South entry to Village. No further information had been received.
iii. Education
· New School Feasibility Study. Clerk had written to Sue Aviston as requested. She said she needed to double check a few of the points raised, as they were confirming conversations that she not been party to or aware of. She said she would respond as soon as possible as she needed to confirm a couple of things with Audrey Kingham who was on leave. No further response received, although update had been requested. TT said he had a meeting with Education the following day and would follow up on this matter.		      Action: TT 

TT left at 19.21 p.m.
d) Longframlington Parish Map. A response had eventually been received from NCC Archives who indicated that they could carry out the work to scan and print the maps and deeds. They would need to see the documents to be able to estimate the work involved and cost. Agreed that DW/Clerk to take the documents and meet with Archives.	          Action: DW/Clerk
e) Bus shelter opposite St. Mary’s Church. DW had tested an area of the roof with a suitable cleaning agent which had been very successful and brought the roof back to its original finish. He agreed to undertake the cleaning of the remainder of the roof unless this proved too time consuming. If so, the work would need to be contracted out.		   Action: DW
f) Cheviot Lodge Bus Stop
i.  Hard standing (South side). Gavin Christie (GC) had quoted for the work. This quote was no longer necessary as TT had arranged for NCC to carry out the work internally. Note of apology to be sent to GC.		Action: Clerk
ii. Cheviot Lodge bus shelter roof. Had been reinstated.
g) Planters at Lion Fountain: corner of Church Street/A697.  Letter of thanks sent to Chris Green. Gavin had removed existing pots and emptied the trough. GF has obtained quotes for replacement tubs. GA agreed to follow up on this and work with the Clerk to purchase the tubs.						           Action: GA/Clerk
h) Northumberland Open Space Assessment - Draft Consultation Document Response . No report available.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts. Approved.
	03/02/2025
	Veitch
	Allotment 15a & Water
	15.08

	14/03/2025
	Shipley
	Allotment 18 & Water
	30.17

	
	
	Total
	45.25


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	05/02/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance January
	148.00

	13/02/2025
	Arkle & Sons
	Repairs to Cheviot Lodge Bus Shelter roof
	1176.00

	18/02/2025
	Playdale Playgrounds Ltd
	50% deposit Encounter 13 shelter
	6470.76

	03/03/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance February
	75.00

	03/03/2025
	Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	116.60

	03/03/2025
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	469.13

	18/02/2025
	British Gas 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	23.87

	
	
	Total
	8479.36



c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation. None.
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 3rd March 2025
	

	Balance per bank statements as at 25th February 2025
	£

	
	Community account
	5698.43

	
	Business Saver
	36904.60

	
	
	42603.03

	Less unpresented payments
	03/03/2025
	Gavin Christie
	75.00
	

	
	03/03/2025
	Rhodes
	116.60
	

	
	03/03/2025
	HMRC 
	469.13
	

	 
	
	
	
	660.73

	Uncredited Deposits
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	41942.30

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	41942.30



10) Allotments
a) Management.
i. Allotment Invoices. All tenants had now paid their fees.
b) Maintenance. 
i. Agreed to check fencing around Plots 17a & 7b						   Action: DW
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report.
b) Sports Courts and Playground Inspection. DW reported that there had been no changes since his last inspection.
c) Maintenance.
i. Outdoor gym  This work was underway.							   Action: DW
ii. Complete investigating coating/cladding for brickwork/surface in sports court.  Arkles have been asked to look at this and provide advice and quote. DW had  been gathering information on specialist boarding used in MUGAs and would investigate this further and report back at the next meeting.			                  Action: DW
iii. Obtain aerial photo from Ed McCulloch of Playing Field. Report not available.			    Action: AG
iv. Replacement Park Sign.  Awaiting scanning of parish maps.				           Action: GF/Clerk           
v. Single Rocker – attention to wooden areas. Ongoing. 						   Action: DW
d) Playdale Shelter. The erection of the shelter was to take place 10th/11th March.
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting. 
		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk184822694]24/02500/FUL
	Roseworth Cottage. Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment with 4no. detached dwellings
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/03481/LBC
	Low Town, Northern Farmhouse. Installation of wooden patio doors and window on East gable.
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/02870/S106A
	Land North Of Fairfields. Change shared ownership affordable housing to affordable rent.
	 Permitted
	See previous minutes for details  

	24/04255/FUL
	3 The View Front Street Proposed garage annexe with store, gym, office and studio
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/00164/FUL
	19 Chapel View Longframlington Northumberland NE65 8FA
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details  



13) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes internments. Exclusive Right of Burial: John & Annie Huddleston Plots 314/315 (Paid in Full). Approved.
b) Memorial applications. None.
c) Maintenance.
i. Mole Control. First treatment had been undertaken. Treatment to extension to be undertaken on next treatment and prior to consecration.
ii. Bin Shelters.  No update available.
d) Consecration of the Cemetery Extension : 3.00 p.m. Tuesday 18th March 2025. Arrangements for the event had been agreed with the two churches. The after-ceremony tea would take place at the URC hall and provided by the churches and paid for by the PC. GN agreed to make the formal request for the consecration to the Bishop, if GF not available and also to follow up with St Mary’s regarding other arrangements. DL agreed to take photographs. Clerk to ensure all arrangements in place. 								    Action: GN/DL/Clerk
14) Action Plan – March 2025 
a) Website - Review website and implement content improvements where possible.  Actions were underway to publish the Welcome Booklet and Business Directory on the website.				        	         Actions: GA/Clerk
b) Village Inspection – Check, roads, pavements, Tree Review and infrastructure for report to NCC.	                       Action: All
c) Annual Village Meeting – Agreed to follow the same format as proceeding years. To check with GF if he will do the Chair’s report. Include information in Fram News.						           Action: Clerk/GA
d) FramNews Report – GA to write it. Report to be submitted before Friday 15th March to include:
i. Election information and encouraging nominations.
ii. Welcome Booklet.
iii. Family Fun Day.
iv. AGM/Village meeting 7th May 2025.
v. Biodiversity Information/ recruit volunteers for tree planting and tending wildflower areas.		    Action: GA
AG to write following report.
e) Annual Accounts – Produce Annual Accounts for Parish Council, arrange final internal audit etc.		 Action: Clerk
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report 
a) NCC licence for the wildflower area.  Mike Robbins (MR) NCC Estates had informed the complainant of the impending licence agreement. He reported that she was not happy with the proposal to retain the wildflower area and was  threatening legal action against the County Council. His opinion was that if she did pursue this, he could see no suitable grounds for a complaint. He agreed to keep the PC updated. NCC was happy to proceed with the licence if the PC wished. In the absence of a report from GF on his discussions with MR, the view of the members, was that they would prefer to wait until there was clarity regarding any litigation undertaken by the complainant before making a decision on the licence. The area had been left un-mowed and as wildflowers would be emerging shortly the PC hoped this remained the case, until a final decision had been made. Clerk to communicate this to MR. 				 Action: Clerk
16) 	Parish Council Election 1st May 2025
a) [bookmark: _Hlk191903854]Nomination papers.  Nomination papers were distributed. The Clerk had made an appointment to take completed nomination papers for checking and submission to the Elections Team on Tuesday 25th March 2025. Members to submit their papers to the Clerk to his home address by 9.00 a.m. Monday 24th March 2025.		Action.GA/AG/DL/DW
b) Informing residents.  Note to be included in the FramNews report					    Action: GA
17) [bookmark: _Hlk192320324]Family Fun Day on the Village Green on the 21st of June 2025. Appendix 1 Given the relatively short time before the event, a delegated powers decision had been agreed to this request. The Council endorsed this decision. Members were delighted with the proposal and the attention to detail. They were very grateful that any funds raised (after costs) would be donated to the Parish Council to support the recreation areas in the village. Clerk to inform organisers. 			 Action: Clerk
18) Party in the Park 2025. Appendix 2  The Parish Council agreed to the request to run the event on Friday 18th July 2025. It was also agreed to support the cost of the hire of the inflatables by the same arrangements as last year i.e. the Parish Council to outlay the deposit and final payment for the hire of the inflatables, associated equipment and supervision. The event organisers would then undertake fund raising for the event and the money raised would be used as a donation to the Parish Council to offset the costs of the hire. It was expected that the organisers raise a similar amount as the previous year. If the event was to run in future years, the Parish Council would want to review this arrangement before making any commitment.						 						 Action: Clerk
19) Any Urgent Business 
a) Tree Preservation Order No 6 of 2024 Land South of URC. The County Council had officially confirmed the order.
b) Definitive Map Modification Orders. 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk191909778]Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way - DMMO No 7 2024. (Brinkburn via Cockshot to Rothbury Rd. Formal confirmation documents had been received that the order becomes part of the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way.
ii. Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way - DMMO No 2 2024.  This was an update of the Statement taking into consideration legal events arising from the disappearance of Cartington Parish. It did not require confirmation. It related to a stretch of bridleway west of Shirlaw Hope being renumbered from NO 20 to No 49.
20) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 2nd April 2025 at 7.00 p.m. 
a) Items
i. Review of eroded/wet areas in playground.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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