PLENMELLER WITH WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
15th May 2024
Draft Minutes
Start 7pm

1 Chairman’s welcome & report -the report was noted.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Happily, over the last 12 months we have enjoyed a year without global pandemics, new European wars or the death of the Monarch.

Councillor Hutchinson was not able to attend the majority of the meetings due to transport difficulties. 

So, a quiet year and the main noteworthy points to record were as follows:

	1.
	Transport Priorities:

i. Local Highways:

Ian Hutchinson reported (in absentia) to the February meeting that the road widening from Fell House to Wolf Hills junction had ‘slipped off’ NCC’s list of work to do. How this was possible is hard to fathom and we await Councillor Hutchinson’s follow up report at the forthcoming May meeting. Councillor Hutchinson reports that both phase 1 and phase 2 of the road widening had funding assigned to them and this funding in both cases was ring fenced.

ii. Warning Signage:

A sign warning HGV drivers that the road ahead was not suitable for their vehicles has been requested for Steel Bank. This was approved prior to the May 2023 meeting but at the time of writing I am not aware that any real progress has been made.

iii. Whitfield Speed Signs:

One of the Whitfield speed signs required repairs during the year and another was damaged by being struck, presumably by a vehicle. An insurance claim for the latter has been submitted but in the meantime the Council is faced with a large quote for the repairing other sign from Unipart Dorman – just under £2,000. 
iv. Plenmeller Speed Sign:

Plenmeller Councillors requested a 30 mph limit for Plenmeller and flashing slow signs. Unfortunately, NCC ruled that the hamlet was too small to warrant a 30 mph limit and, following a speed survey, they ruled that an interactive sign would not be viable. Councillor Hutchinson has requested more slow signage on the road. 

v. Road Repairs:

Routine road and pothole repairs were carried out during the year in both Whitfield and Ninebanks and Whitfield benefitted from a fine new stretch of tarmac along the straight before the village.

	

	2.
	Haltwhistle and District Joint Burial Board: 

Councillor Alison Dale kindly continued as Parish Council representative on the Board. It was reported at the November meeting that the Burial Committee had decided not to raise the levy this year.

The long standing saga over Melkridge’s wish to leave the Committee has continued throughout the year and at the time of writing is as yet not concluded.

	

	3.
	Financial:

The financial affairs of the Council have remained satisfactory during the year and the precept was increased by 5% to £3,098, reflecting the higher inflation experienced during the year. 

	

	4.
	Risk Assessment and Internal Audit Assessment:

These assessments were carried out with no significant alterations required. It was agreed that the clerk would save files in the Cloud on Google drive as a further protection against the risk of data loss. 

	

	5.
	Planning:

There were no significant planning applications to be considered by the Council during the year. 

 
	

	6.
	Other Matters:

i. Northumberland Community Development Company:
Annette McGlade, representing Northumberland Community Development Company, spoke to Councillors at the August 2023 meeting about a project called ‘Out and About’ which is offering support in the re-building of rural communities with connections using village halls. Contact details were passed on to Annette for the Whitfield Parish Hall committee. 
	

	
	
	


Lastly as always, many thanks to Councillor Hutchinson for his support to the Parish during the year and many thanks too to our Clerk Susan Saunders for her hard work and diligence in keeping the Council running so efficiently. 


2. Clerks Report - Finance -noted
•	The precept this year £2950 and will increase to £3098 for 2023-2024.
•	The insurance is due to be renegotiated. 
•	£100 donation to GNAA was paid.
•	£1144.36 was paid to The Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee. This includes a discount for Whitfield. The amount for 2024-2025 is £1144.36.
•	Subscriptions of £107.18 include £35 for ICO and £72.18 for NorthumberlandALC.
•	The clerk’s salary was increased in line with the National Joint Council. The increase was not agreed by NJC until Nov 2023 and the amount was included in the March 2024 pay.
•	£20 was received from Northumberland County Council for the double charge incurred for cemetery fees.
•	Coronation mugs were sold for £40.00.
2 Minutes of previous meeting – approved.
Proposed Cllr A Johnston             Seconded Cllr O Norris
3 Matters arising from the floor – no matters
4 Any Other Business – no business.

The meeting concluded at 7.06pm.

Signed Chair:                                              Date:                                     
