Bardon Mill Parish Council
11th February 2025
Approved Minutes

Present
Cllr S Furlong

Cllr G Gill 

Cllr J Oliver

Cllr M Robson
Cllr V Furlong

Cllr M Nixon

Cllr C Swinburne
Cllr A Sharp - County

Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

Time
6.45pm

1/25
Apologies for Absence – No Apologies

2/25
Declarations of Interest – no interests declared

3/25
Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2024 

The minutes were approved 

Proposed Cllr G Gill                     Seconded Cllr V Furlong                                 Approved

4/25
Matters Arising from the minutes of Tuesday 13th August not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda. 

Station Road – The residents along this stretch of road, that does not appear to belong to anyone, are unwilling to contribute more than £1000 jointly. Therefore, at this point in time, the members are reluctant to contribute either.

5/25
Public Questions – no questions

6/25
Planning Applications 

Determined:

 24/03683 Hazel Hurst – two storey house and car port - REFUSED

24/03328 Willimoteswick Farmhouse – Change of use to business - GRANTED

7/25
Planning Applications – no plans to consider

8/25
Northumberland County Council – 

Cllr Sharp reported the following:

•
The signs at The Steel prohibiting HGV’s are now in place.

•
David Hunt, from NCC, will liaise with Cllr S Furlong as to when the verges will be cut. NCC will undertake one cut and Cllr furlong will work round that.

•
The ‘please drive slowly’ signs for Bardon Mill are progressing.

•
Broadband is making headway in Scroggwood.

08/25.01 Items reported to Fix My Street – the sweeper is still required with the metal brush so that the roads are cleared to the verges. Cllr Sharp will make the request.

08/25.02 Definitive Map Modification Order (No10) 2024 – The council have received a request to withdraw their objection as the modification will need to be submitted to the Secretary of State. It is believed it will then go through regardless of the objection as there is evidence that it has been a public bridleway in the past. Whilst members still strongly object to the modification and believe the path to be unsafe and unsuitable, they agreed to withdraw their objection. However, this is with the proviso that the path will be monitored and any issues arising will result in the council applying for a traffic prevention order.

Proposed Cllr C Swinburne                     Seconded Cllr G Gill                                Approved

08/25.03 Request for Grit Bin from Resident – a request was received asking the council to purchase a grit bin for outside a resident’s house. Members agreed that this was not an appropriate use of the council’s funds.

9/25
A69 – No updates but the members would like to know when the work is to be completed. The clerk will write to ask for updates.

10/25
Statutory Policies                                                                                                     Attached                                                                                                                     

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations – the review and updates were approved.

 Proposed Cllr S Furlong                     Seconded Cllr C Swinburne                                Approved    

11/25
Risk Assessments

With the inclusion of internet banking, which has now been set up, and a note about the tree inspection last year, the assessments were approved.

Proposed Cllr V Furlong                     Seconded Cllr C Swinburne                                Approved 

12/25
Grants and Donations

The following were approved:

Great North Air Ambulance - £300

Tynedale Hospice at Home - £200

Haltwhistle Leisure Centre - £200

British Legion – poppy wreath - £100 next November.

The total of £700 will be added to the payments below.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                     Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                  Approved    

13/25
Reports on Financial Matters

13/25.01 Bank reconciliation, Income & Exp as at 31st January 2025                      Appendix 1  

13/25.02 Accounts for pay as at 11th February 2025                                            

The payments of £2574.14, including the grants, were approved.

Proposed Cllr M Nixon                     Seconded Cllr G Gill                                  Approved    

14/25
Correspondence received since last meeting - Noted  

Notification has been received that St Cuthbert’s churchyard is now classed as a closed cemetery and will be under the authority of Northumberland County Council. This applies to the older part of the churchyard, not the newer section.                                                     

15/25
Any other relevant business

Cllr Oliver reported that the village hall applied for a grant from Northern Powergrid for a generator to create a warm hub in times of power cuts. It has been refused and, in light of the recent power cut that lasted all day, members were astonished to hear that Bellingham had warm hubs, generator and food trucks all provided by Northern Powergrid. The clerk was asked to send a complaint and ask for an explanation.

16/25
Joe Morris MP

Despite there being emails sent to the MP from November to give the date, time and agenda of the meeting, the clerk had heard nothing until earlier in the day. Unfortunately, Joe Morris was in parliament. Apologies were sent and a promise to attend another meeting.

Members agreed that a meeting should be organised in the village hall and invite Henshaw and Haydon Bridge residents along as, many would have liked to discuss the proposed plantation at Crow Hall, amongst other items. It was agreed to invite the agent to Crow Hall to this meeting too.

17/25
Dates and times of next meeting

Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7.00pm

Council Meeting Tuesday 13h May 2025 – 7.10pm 

The meeting closed at 7.45pm
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Signed Chair                                              Date 13th May 2025

