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Minutes of Ford Parish Council Bi-monthly Meeting. 

Tuesday 9th September 2025. 7pm, Crookham Village Hall. 

 

Item  Action 

1. Questions from members of the public 
Concerns and issues raised included the drains at both sides over the road at OS 
NT93247-40481 on the B6354 Etal to Berwick Road with the main drain blocked and 
badly washed out down from Berryhill.  The Berryhill Straights where the 
carriageway is in a poor condition. Work carried out fixing the drains at Crookham 
B6353 by Northumberland County Council (NCC), they have back filled all the soil in 
the hedge which will damage or kill the hedge, can this be dug out by NCC to save 
the hedge?  The 20mph flashing light sign at Ford school whereby the one on the 
road from Lowick isn’t working. 
 
The Clerk will raise with the issues with the relevant Officer at NCC and copy in the 
local County Councillor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

2. Record of members present 
Councillors present: S Beattie (Chair), R Baker, N Clark, D Hill, G Hopper and B 
Watson. 
Also in Attendance: Stephen Cozens (Clerk), Cty Cllr Patrick Lambert,  
Rosanna McCorkell (Ford and Etal Estates) and 3 members of the public. 

 

3. Apologies for absence 
Cllr M Brown. 

 

4. Report from the police.  To receive update report (PC Daniel Perry) 
PC D Perry was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

5. Minutes of meeting 8th July 2025 – To approve and sign 
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2025 were approved and signed by the 
Vice Chair. 

 

6. Matters arising: 
- Declaration of Interests Forms (Clerk)  Declaration of Interests forms were 

returned by those present who had not already done so. 

 

7. Declarations of interest regarding items on the agenda 
There were no declarations of interests. 

 

8. Website move – Northumberland Association of Local Councils (NALC) 
The Clerk updated Councillors on correspondence received from NALC regarding 
future options for the website including that there is a necessity to have a ‘.gov.uk’ 
website and email address.  Options include either moving to a provider sourced by 
NALC or that a new provider be sourced by the Parish Council in time for the 31st 
March 2026.  Cost of the website sourced by NALC would be £149.76 p.a. exc VAT 
compared to the current price of £75.  The annual cost is split into 2 elements, the 
website at £119.88 p.a. exc VAT and an email at £29.88 p.a. exc VAT. 
NALC have confirmed that the provider they have sourced have offered a 50% 
reduction on the website element for the first year and the County Committee have 
agreed to match this (less VAT which would need to be reclaimed) by way of refunds 
offering what is a full year’s free subscription.  No discount is being offered on the 
email element so this would need to be paid in full. 
Councillors agreed that the website and email move to the provider sourced by 
NALC, i.e. HugoFox in time for the 31st March 2026 at a cost of £149.76 p.a. exc VAT 
with the website element, i.e. £119.88 p.a. exc VAT being free for the 1st year. 
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9. Co-option onto the Council / Announcement of a Casual Vacancy 
Cllr K Webster was co-opted as a Parish Councillor.  The Clerk to contact Cllr K 
Webster regarding completion of his Declarations of Acceptance of Office and 
Register of Interests form. 
1 vacancy remains which will be advertised as a Casual Vacancy. 

 
Clerk 

10. Parish Councillors to elect a representative to the Barmoor Wind Farm Advisory 
Panel. 
Cllr R Baker explained that currently he represents Ford Parish Council on this 
committee which meets twice a year to agree payments of grants to applicants to 
the EDF Energy Barmoor Windfarm fund.  He asked if any other councillor would like 
to take over from him.  Councillors agreed that he should continue.  Cllr. Baker 
remains as representative. 

 
 
Clerk 

11. Local Transport Plan (LTP) Capital Programme 2026-27 to 2028/29 – to submit the 
Parish Council’s top three highways and transport issues. 
Options for inclusion were considered. The following priorities were agreed: 

• Finish the section from Etal Rhodes down to the B6354, part of Shipton Dean 
loop resurfacing. 

• Resurfacing of the Berryhill Straights. 

• Resurface the B6353 through all of Ford Village. 
Priorities to be submitted to the highways department by the 17th October 2025. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

12. Highways: 
- To discuss any current highways issues  Cty Cllr P Lambert reported that 

works to Ford Bridge would commence on the 2nd January 2026. 
Improvements to passing place on the Kimmerston road was also discussed 
and maps provided by NCC were distributed amongst those present for 
comment. 
The Clerk to provide feedback to NCC that passing places on the Kimmerston 
road be big enough to allow use by tractors. 
The Clerk to provide a statement to the Fourum Newsletter for inclusion in the 
next issue. 
 
Rosanna McCorkell asked if flashing 30mph signs had been considered.  The 
pro and cons were discussed and it was agreed that Lowick, Milfield and 
Norham Parish Councils be contacted for feedback. 
The Clerk to contact those Parish Councils mentioned. 
 
Other issues raised included that the drains down Ford bank get blocked when 
it rains, the surface of the road up to Ford Common is getting narrower as is 
the surface of the road down towards Heatherslaw 
The Clerk will add these to the issues to be raised with the relevant Officer at 
NCC and copy in the local County Councillor. 
 

- Update on issues reported following previous meetings  2 speed surveys have 
been carried out in Etal by NCC’s Highways Improvements Team.  They 
confirmed that the B6354 Main Road has met the criteria for further 
enforcement from the Road Safety Unit at Northumbria Police and they will be 
sent a copy of the results. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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13. Planning 
It was noted that the consultation for application 25/02736/LBC Ford Bridge had 
been previously circulated. 
The application for 14 Ford, which had been rejected, was also discussed.  Rosanna 
McCorkell confirmed that Ford and Etal Estates will be appealing. 

 

14. Finance: 
Payments approved: 

- Hire of Crookham Village Hall – (£10). 
- Clerk’s salary for August & September 2025 – (£216.66). 
- Cllr S Beattie for purchase of Bitdefender antivirus for Parish Council laptop – 

(£19.99). 
- Cllr R Baker for purchase of defibrillator battery – (£324.00). 
- The bank reconciliation was then noted. 

Date Description Expenditure 
£’s 

Income 
£’s 

Balance 
£’s 

18/06/2025    3,582.84 

18/07/2025 BOS (Service Charge) 4.25  3,578.59 

01/08/2025 LWH Hire 10.00  3,568.59 

01/08/2025 Playsafety (safety 
inspection) 

96.00  3,472.59 

01/08/2025 Stephen Cozens salary 
(Jun 25) 

86.73  3,385.86  

12/08/2025 HMRC PAYE 21.60  3,364.26  

18/08/2025 BOS (Service Charge) 4.25  3,360.01 

 
 

 
Clerk 

15. Correspondence previously circulated 
The following were noted: CAN Enews, RSN Rural Funding Digest, NALC Enews, The 
Rural Bulletin. 

 

16. Any Other Business 
Cllr R Baker confirmed that the battery for the defibrillator is on its way out.  The 
battery for the defibrillator at Etal Village Hall cost £324 inc VAT.  A new one would 
need to be purchased.  This was agreed by Councillors. 
Cty Cllr P Lambert updated the meeting that his priorities for roads are c-roads, 
however, there is a budget problem in rural areas. 
The Clerk reported that the banking providers require a Board Resolution form to 
confirm correct signatories and registered address.  This was agreed by Councillors. 

 
Cllr R 
Baker 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

17. Next Meeting 
Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 7pm.  Etal Village Hall. 

 

 


