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Longhirst Parish Council  

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in Longhirst Village Hall, on 
Wednesday, 5th March, 2025 

Present Cllr Chris Marr (Chair) Cllr Bill Climson Cllr Glen Fahy 

 Cllr Janet Quinn Cllr Richard Tordoff Cllr Julie Murray 

 Barry Flux (Clerk)   

Apologies Cllr Colleen Anderson   

    

Attendance 3 members of public   
Public questions / speaking 

The issue surrounding speeding was again revisited.  
 
Residents updated on discussion they had received and upon any progression to petitions. There 
was a general view of waiting upon the outcome of speed surveys for further action. 

Agenda Item 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Coleen Anderson  
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None. 
 

WARD COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE  
None received 
 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2025 were approved as a true record by members 
who attended the meeting. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING  
4.1 Longhirst Colliery Improvements 
It was reconfirmed to provide the £700 for Longhirst Colliery improvements and the clerk would 
liaise with Cllr Murray on this. 
 
4.2 Speeding update 
There was little to update until the survey had been completed, and the matter had been discussed 
during the public session. 
 
4.3 C125 / 126 resurfacing update 
It was reported that whilst there was some contentment about the resurfacing work, that there were 
some concerns about the drainage 
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On the C126 Cllr Fahy had concerns about the lack of drainage and concerns that torrential rain 
may cause flooding again. 
 
On the C125 there was concern that nothing had happened with the £100,000 money earmarked 
via HS2 reallocation of funds. 
 

 

5 BUDGET 
5.1 Banking Update & Budget Report  
 
It was confirmed that the parish clerk now had access to the bank account and could now process 
transactions. The signatories on the bank would need updating, but it was decided to leave it until 
the AGM to confirm who these would be.  
 
 
 
5.2 List of pre-authorised payments for 2025/26 - for approval 
 
The following payments were presented as being transacted since the last meeting. 

 

05-Mar-
25 B Flux PAY 135.92 

 
05-Mar-

25 HMRC CUMBERNAULD 120PM003954022511 34 

 
27-Feb-

25 
GOCARDLESS REFERENCE: NETWEAVER-
TGA59KGQ 6 

 
15-Feb-

25 
LONGHIRST PARISH ASSOCIATION 
Remembrance 2024 50 

 
15-Feb-

25 ST JOHNS CHURCH DONATION 700 

 
05-Feb-

25 HMRC CUMBERNAULD 120PM003954022510 34 

 
03-Feb-

25 B Flux PAY 135.92 

 
30-Jan-

25 
GOCARDLESS REFERENCE: NETWEAVER-
TGA59KGQ 6 

   3,740.59 

 
The following future payments were approved. 
 

  Booklet £99 

  Football field freehold title 
£350 (plus 
VAT 

  Land registry fee  £36 

  Longhirst Colliery £700 

  
LONGHIRST PARISH ASSOCIATION 
Remembrance 2023 £50 

  B Flux PAY (March) 135.92 

  HMRC (March) 34 

  B Flux PAY (April) 135.92 

  HMRC (April) 34 

  HDMI cable 13.99 



 

 
 
Signed ………………………………………………… Date: ………………….. 

  ILCA Qualification £30 or £60 

 
 
5.3 Appointment of Internal Auditor 
 
It was agreed for the parish clerk to contact the person who undertook the Internal Audit in 2024 to 
ascertain if they would do the task again this year. 

6 BUSINESS 
6.1 Football field register of freehold (fees and land registry) 
It was agreed to pay a bill to Muckles Solicitors of £350 plus VAT and a £36 land registry fee as per 
the approved payments. 
 
6.2 Welcome to Longhirst booklet cost (£99) 
It was agreed to fund £99 for the Longhirst information booklet. 
 
6.3 May 2025 Parish Council elections. To receive an update from the clerk following the 
all clerks meeting held on Monday 3rd March 2025 
 
The Parish Clerk reported back on issues presented to all clerks within the county about the 
forthcoming elections. This included dates for the submission of documents and places where 
nomination forms could be submitted as well as key deadlines. 
 
Other matters raised 
 
Cllr Glen Fahy requested that a letter be written to the County Council thanking an operative for 
clearing up some fly-tipping just before Christmas in Longhirst. 
 
Cllr Fahy also raised a matter relating to grass cutting and whether Longhirst Parish Council could 
take over responsibility for certain areas. It was agreed to contact the County Council / Advance 
Northumberland to see what might be possible. 
 

7 NEXT MEETING: 
7.1 To agree date and venue for the May AGM 
 
It was confirmed that the Annual General Meeting could not take place on the usual first Thursday 
in May owing to it being polling day for the County Council Elections and potentially also for 
Longhirst Parish Council depending on the number of nominations received. There was some 
discussion as to whether to hold at Longhirst Village Hall or Longhirst Colliery Building, however it 
was later confirmed that a booking for 8th May at Longhirst Village Hall had previously been made, 
so this date and location was confirmed.   
 

Meeting closed at 19:45 


