Minutes of Ford Parish Council Bi-monthly Meeting.

Tuesday 8th July 2025. 7pm, Lady Waterford Hall, Ford.

Item

Action

Questions from members of the public
There were no questions from members of the public although it was noted that
there may be questions during Item 4 Ford Bridge — Repair Works 2025.

Record of members present

Councillors present: R Baker (Vice Chair), N Clark, D Hill, G Hopper and B Watson.
Also in Attendance: Stephen Cozens (Clerk), Cty Cllr Patrick Lambert, Ashley Taylor
(Ford and Etal Estates), Ben Stobbs and Robin McCartney (Northumberland County
Council) and 2 members of the public.

Apologies for absence
Clir S Beattie (Chair), Cllr M Brown, PC Daniel Perry.

Ford Bridge — Repair Works 2025

Ben Stobbs and Robin McCartney of Northumberland County Council (NCC) updated
the meeting that as part of an ongoing assessment program concerns had been
raised with the water ingress and a longitudinal crack in the central span of Ford
Bridge and, due to its width, full closure will be required to carry out repairs. This
would be the last major works needed for some time and will take approximately 12
— 14 weeks. Appropriate diversion signs will be put in place including on the A697
and works are planned to start approximately 19 January 2026 but may be brought
forward. Also the county ecologist has been on site and has reported that there
won’t be a major impact.

Councillors and members of the public asked a number of questions including on
diversions for HGV’s, bus routes, cost, alternative local routes, distribution of
information to users including truck companies and sharing of information generally
including a program of works.

Responses were provided that diversions for HGV’s are via Wooler, NCC are in
dialogue with bus companies, cost is expected but not confirmed to be in the region
of £300k to £400k and alternative local routes will be improved. Also, information
including a program of works and start date will be shared for distribution.
Councillors then raised concerns regarding pot holes at Letham Hill Road and
Berryhill Straights to which Ben Stobbs and Robin McCartney would report back to
the relevant team at NCC.

Report from the police. To receive update report (PC Daniel Perry)

PC D Perry was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following report via
email — Since the last meeting on the 7th May there has been an extremely low level
of crime reported within the Ford and Etal Parish. None of this reported will have
any impact on the wider community other than those persons involved. There have
been no reports of anti-social behaviour over the same period. As we approach the
holiday season and experience the general large influx of visitors to our area, | would
remind residents to secure their properties and report any suspicious incidents.

There are no on-going crime trends that | need to pass on currently.

Minutes of meeting 7th May 2025 — To approve and sign
The minutes of the meeting held on 7" May 2025 were approved and signed by the
Vice Chair.
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Item

Action

Matters arising:

- Update Emergency Plan (ClIr S Beattie) The Clerk reported that the
Emergency Plan had been completed and a copy sent to the relevant Officer at
NCC.

A copy of the plan has been shared with the Clerk for circulation to all
Councillors and a version with many of the telephone numbers redacted will
be created for the parish council website.

- Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2024/25 and Notice of Public
Rights (Clerk) The Clerk reported that the Certificate of Exemption of an
External Audit has been completed and returned and the Notice of Public
Rights has been placed on the website and noticeboard.

Clerk

Declarations of interest regarding items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interests.

Declaration of Interests Forms — All Parish Councillors to complete

The Clerk updated the meeting that following a normal election Declaration of
Interests Forms should be completed by all Councillors including returning
Members.

Councillors agreed that the Clerk circulate the forms after the meeting.

Clerk

10.

Website move — Northumberland Association of Local Councils (NALC)
The Clerk updated Councillors on correspondence received from NALC regarding
future options for the website which included either moving to a provider sourced
by NALC or that a new provider be sourced by the Parish Council in time for the 31st
March 2025. Cost of the website sourced by NALC would be £149.76 p.a. exc VAT
compared to the current price of £75.
The Clerk will investigate and confirm:

1. If the 50% discount mentioned for the 1st year would reduce the cost, or if this

is already accounted for, and
2. The necessity of a “.gov.uk’ website and email address.

Clerk

11.

Co-option onto the Council

The Clerk updated the meeting that a parish council has 6 months after a normal
election to fill vacancies by co-option before a casual vacancy is declared.

After which, it was agreed that an advert be placed on the website and in the
Fourum Newsletter ahead of the next meeting in September. It was also noted that
any interested parties could contact the Clerk for further information.

Clerk

12.

Highways:
- Dropped kerb in Etal Village (Clir R Baker) Clir R Baker reported the need for a
dropped kerb in Etal at the end of the pavement outside No 9 & 11 Etal Village.
Allowing people with wheelchairs and pushchairs to cross the road.

The Clerk will raise with the highways department of NCC.

- Highways site visit (March) (Clir R Baker) Tasks completed so far: white line at
Ford Bridge and the A697, Ford Footpath, bottom of Ford Bank footpath,
drains at Crookham and Etal, grass edging at Etal, layby at Ford Church
resurfaced.

Other items raised under Highways: There are full drains down from the West
Lodge to Doctor’s Lodge.
Bottom of Ford Bank drain needs raising.

Clerk

Clerk
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Item Action
Etal Village signpost on the lamp post at the junction to Etal Village needs
replacing. Taken down after rusting away and never replaced.

The Clerk will bring the concerns to the attention of NCC’s highways
department.

13. Planning

Nothing to discuss.
14. Finance:
Payments approved: Clerk
- Hire of Lady Waterford Hall — (£10).
- Clerk’s salary for June & July 2025 — (£216.66).
- Bitdefender antivirus for laptop — (£19.99).
- The bank reconciliation was then noted.
Date Description Expenditure Income Balance
£'s £'s £'s
15/04/2025 4,484.10
13/05/2025 | EVH Hire 10.00 4,474.10
13/05/2025 | Judith Stonebridge 216.66 4,257.44
salary
13/05/2025 | Judith Stonebridge 25.00 4,232.44
expenses
13/05/2025 | NALC 204.19 4,028.25
13/05/2025 | Land Rent 100.00 4,128.25
19/05/2025 | Insurance 536.91 3,591.34
19/05/2025 | BOS (Service Charge) 4.25 3,587.09
17/06/2025 | BOS (Service Charge) 4.25 3,582.84
15. | Correspondence previously circulated
The following were noted: CAN Enews, RSN Rural Funding Digest, NALC Enews, The
Rural Bulletin and a donation request from the Citizens Advice Northumberland
2025-26 which would be brought to the March meeting of the Parish Council.
16. | Any Other Business
Cty Clir P Lambert updated the meeting on plans by NCC’s Executive Group that
Officers for that organisation only be contacted by county councillors through a
portal and not directly via email. This has been met with opposition by county
councillors.
In addition to this, Cty Clir P Lambert is a member of NCC’s Audit Committee and
Scrutiny Committee.
17. Next Meeting

Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 7pm. Crookham Village Hall.
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