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         Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held Monday 24th November 2025

Present:  	Cllrs Oakley (Chair), Sambrook (Vice Chair), Proud, Beresford, Millar, Mallon and Quinlan
      		Jade Reynolds (Clerk) 

65/25	Apologies for Absence
	Pauline Bell (Assistant Clerk)
Before officially opening the meeting, Councillor Oakley would like to formally acknowledge the sad passing of Councillor Nick Simon.  The Parish Council’s thoughts are with his family.
66/25	Public Session
	No members of the public were present.

67/25	To receive any declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
Cllrs Beresford and Proud declared an interest in the Christmas Lights Committee update as both are members of the committee and will also abstain from any votes concerning the Christmas Lights.
68/25	Reports
i. No reports were received from Northumbria Police – The office will contact Northumbria Police to find out who our designated Community Officer is and request a meeting.
ii. Cllr Oakley has chased up Karbon Homes for an update on the garage works but has had no reply at the time of the meeting.
Flooding at School Court – this issue is ongoing, and Cllr Oakley is pursuing this with NCC.

69/25	To agree the minutes of the last meeting and any matters arising
The minutes were agreed with no matters arising.

70/25	Planning
Planning ref: 25/03303FUL was approved by Northumbria County Council


71/25	Governance and Finance
i. The financial statements and bank reconciliation for October 2025 were received by the meeting and agreed with no matters arising.
ii. The final budget draft for 2026/27 was agreed and approved by all members.
iii. The Precept request for 2026/27 was agreed and approved by all members.  It was agreed that there would be no need for an increase in the Precept aside from the 0.11% uplift required to account for the additional households added to the Council Tax base.

72/25	Clerks Report
Nothing to report.

73/25	To make a decision on a new website provider
After viewing all of the quotes from prospective website providers it was agreed to use Aubergine.  The clerk will contact the company and organise the changeover.

74/25	Lighting and Power in the Community Garden
Cllr Beresford opened discussion on the possibility of power points and extra lighting in the community garden.
The points made against this idea:
· No way to prevent vandalism
· Any liability would fall to the Parish Council
· Getting power to the area would be a major issue as paths would need to be dug out and replaced
· The costs to install power and extra lighting would be considerable and the ongoing costs would have to be met by the Parish Council
It was suggested that extra lights could be put on the opposite side of the current lampposts that are around the outside of the Community Garden.
Cllr Beresford to contact NCC to arrange a meeting regarding this and to include the clerk in any meetings.

75/25 Christmas Lights Committee Update
The lights in the Community Garden and Gordon’s tree were switched on on Friday night with a great turnout from residents.  The Christmas lights on the lampposts will be fitted and turned on week commencing 1st December.

76/25	Urgent Matters Arising
	There were no urgent matters arising.

77/25	Date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be held at the Hub on Monday 26th January at 6pm.
	

Chair Signature:  …………………………………..
Date:  ………………………………………………...
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