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Waste Not Want Not 

A number of Councillors visited Sleekburn, the new 

recycling plant at Bedlington. 

It began with a talk and then a guided tour. 

It was initially like the feeling of emptying a hoover 

bag; dry, dusty and a bit of a smell, but 

amazement at what had been picked up! 

The building was huge, painted a ‘bilgy’ green and 

full of various conveyor belts going in all directions 

with metal gantries and walkways. There were 

different types of waste running in all directions. 

It was fairly dusty, noisy and warm, although there 

was air conditioning and hearing protectors in 

particularly noisy areas. 

Thirty-five people work on each shift including, 

managers, pickers, engineers and dumper drivers. 

(Mostly men). 

All the recycled material has to be appropriate to 

sell on and the customer only allows for a small 

margin of error in the materials that are sent on. 

There are transported tightly packed in wire cages. 

Anything rejected goes to the incinerator in 

Cleveland. 

They are able to take paper, card, cans, aerosols, 

plastic milk bottles, plastic bottles but not yoghurt 

type pots and food trays as they have no market 

for them. 

The pickers job was not pleasant due mainly to the 

waste not being washed out. For Example, dirty 

shampoo bottles, plastic food trays and even 

disposable nappies!! 

Often confusion rather than neglect is the cause of 

the problem. 

To this end we asked for samples of information, 

leaflets, stickers etc to be forwarded to us which 

we could distribute and hopefully improve the 

situation. 

There are leaflets in the library outlining what can 

be recycled. 

Altogether an interesting day and appreciation 

that the staff were able to give so much time and 

information. 

Comb Hill 

The drainage work is near to completion and the 

Council would like to thank residents for being 

understanding. The small football area will be 

reseeded and fenced off to allow the grass to grow 

and the posts will be re-painted during this time. 

Northumbria in Bloom 

The second judging day took place in July with the 

announcement on 25th September. The Council 

would like to thank all the volunteers in the ‘Bloom 

Group’ and also the Carnival Committee, along 

with the shop owners, who used their theme this 

year as Haltwhistle in Bloom. The judges thought 

the bunting was there for them! They did 

appreciate the efforts of the town. The day was 

finished with a lovely lunch at Hillside. 

 A copy of the portfolio will be placed in the library 

to view. A pdf can be sent out be the clerk if you 

email and ask for it. 

 

Coronation Park 

  

There is new signage in the park with the history of 

the park. The Council have placed a picnic table 

and a seat. They hope locals and tourists will enjoy 

sitting and reflecting here! The Council would like 

to thank the Haltwhistle WI and especially Clare 

Jackson and Chris Rogan, for all the effort and 

planting they have achieved. 

The next Town Council meeting is Monday 2nd September 2019, at 6.30pm in Haltwhistle Library. 

 

Councillor surgeries are provided on the first Saturday quarterly 10 am - 12 noon: Room 2, Haltwhistle Library.   

They offer an opportunity for residents to meet your local Councillors and discuss local issues.  

The next meeting is Saturday 31st August 2019. 

Approved Agendas, Minutes, Papers and the most recent Annual Report can found on the website or in the library: 
www.northumberlandparishes.uk/haltwhistle 

Questions for the Council? Please contact the Clerk 
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