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FOREWORD 
 
 
In 2011 the government passed the Localism Act which allowed all parishes across 

England to produce their own neighbourhood plans, plans for their neighbourhood on what 

developments they wanted in their area. Thirston Parish Council decided they wanted to 

influence this process and in 2018 the Neighbourhood Plan Group was setup. It is made up 

of local people who were interested in helping to write policies which would affect the 

development in the parish from 2019-2036. These people include the chair of the Parish 

Council, the Parish Clerk and six residents. 

We were initially guided by Northumberland County Council as to the steps we needed to 

complete and have been helped immensely throughout the process by a consultant on 

neighbourhood plans, Jenny Ludman, as well as a lot of note taking at our meetings by Lisa 

Hamlin (Parish Clerk). 

The aim of the planning policies is not to prevent development but to ensure that any 

building in the future is not at the detriment of the local people. Moreover, any policies 

produced must ensure that the rural environment is preserved and the communities in all 

localities within the parish are protected. 

We have given the people in Thirston Parish the opportunity to tell us what they would like 

in their neighbourhood plan as regards planning, as well as consulting local businesses. 

Some suggestions (not applicable to planning) will be achieved through community projects 

overseen by Thirston Parish Council. These are listed as an appendix to the Plan.  

The Plan was submitted to the County Council, followed by examination by an independent 

examiner. A referendum will be held in the parish so you can vote on the finished 

document. In the future, the plan can be reviewed to reflect any changing circumstances 

and views, it is a work in progress. 

 

Drew Johnson     Simon Allan 

Chairman, Neighbourhood Plan Committee  Chairman, Thirston Parish Council 
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1  INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

 

Plan Preparation Process 

 

 

 

 

Community Engagement  
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What happens next? 
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2 PLANNING POLICY BACKGROUND 

 

¶ having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood plan;  

¶ the making of the neighbourhood plan contributes to the achievement of 
sustainable development;  

¶ the making of the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the strategic 
policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any 
part of that area);  

¶ the making of the neighbourhood plan does not breach, and is otherwise 
compatible with, EU obligations; and  

¶ prescribed conditions are met in relation to the plan and prescribed matters have 
been complied with in connection with the proposal for the neighbourhood plan. 
The following prescribed condition relates to neighbourhood plans: 

¶ Regulation 32 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 
amended) sets out a further Basic Condition in addition to those set out in the 
primary legislation. That the making of the neighbourhood plan is not likely to 
have a significant effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site (as 
defined in the Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 
2007) (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects). (See Schedule 
2 to the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended).  

 

Castle Morpeth Local Plan (2003) 

 

 

 

  


