Brinkburn and Hesleyhurst Parish Council

MINUTES OF  EXTRAORDINARY MEETING
Meeting on: 		20TH July 2023
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting Time:		7.30 p.m. 
Present:	Cllrs: Steve Bray; Mark Fenwick (MF), Lesley Hall (LH), Vincent Milburn (VM), David Owen (DO), Jackie Scarpa (JS) Jamie Whicker (JW)
In attendance:		Clerk: Garth Rhodes.

The meeting opened at 7.35 p.m.

1. Apologies for Absence. None

2. To discuss the sale of the Rothbury Estate and the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Community Playground and to consider making  a nomination for a community asset
DO opened the meeting and thanked members for their attendance. He briefed the meeting on the current situation regarding the sale of the Community Playing Field, Embleton Terrace. After the original letter from the land agent informing the PC of  the sale of the playing field, the PC had written to request the opportunity to buy the land. A further letter from the agent had now been received to say the land was no longer up for sale, although it could be in the future, at which point the Parish Council might have the opportunity to buy. This was good news and no longer put pressure on the Council to pursue the nomination of the playing field as a community asset at this time. However, doing this this may be beneficial at some future point. It was agreed to defer this matter until after the sale of the Rothbury estate.
There followed a wider debate on the impact of the sale of the Rothbury estate and the possibility of BHPC making a nomination for a community asset for the whole or parts of the estate. From the evidence gathered and advice received it appeared unlikely that a wholesale nomination for the estate to become a community asset was a possibility. Members discussed a number of options for its engagement with the estate. It was agreed that any action taken would need to be with the cooperation of the new land owners.

3. To agree actions to be taken.
Whilst the Council’s view was that it would be very unlikely that a nomination as a community asset for the whole estate would be permissible nor feasible for the Parish Council, there were key areas within the estate where the Parish had a particular interest and which it wished to pursue:
i. The Gate Pub, Forestburn Gate.  It was agreed to pursue the possibility of a nomination for the Gate pub as a community asset as it played a key community key role in the area, but that this would require prior consultation with NCC and Rothley with Hollinghill PC before pursuing this.		
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk141106797]The Community Playing Field, Embleton Terrace.  As the Council had been informed that this land was no longer part of the present sale might be sold at a later date, at which time we may have the opportunity to purchase, it was agreed that during the present sale of the estate, this matter be held in abeyance. The nomination of the land as a community asset, in the future, was not overruled. The Parish Council would be keen to pursue the purchase of the land when it came up for sale.
iii. Key areas in the Parish of particular interest with respect to Climate Change and Biodiversity. The Council was keen to pursue with the new landowners of the Rothbury Estate (whether this is one or more Parish Councils or other form of landowner), the opportunity to work with them to pursue significant climate change and biodiversity projects in the following areas:
a.	The Disused Railway line through the Parish as a biodiversity corridor and public right of way
b.	Biodiversity/ Rewilding Corridor linking Hepple Wilds and Thistleyhaugh Estate (in conjunction with other PCs)
c.	Wards Hill with a particular emphasis on the improvement of the organic landscape and the protection of our fauna and flora.
	It was agreed to:
· [bookmark: _Hlk141104423]Inform the other parishes with land in the Rothbury Estate (Rothbury, Whitton & Tosson, Rothley with Hollinghill) of the PC’s decisions and invite them to discuss (where applicable ) opportunities to work with them on one or more of these matters and to ask them to inform us of their intentions/ plans with respect to both the future of the Rothbury Estate and any Climate Change and Biodiversity plans/activities they were pursuing. It was agreed to inform them that the PC would support other parishes putting forward nominations for one or more Community Assets within the Rothbury Estate.   	           Action: Clerk
· Consult with NCC on the possible nomination of the Gate as a community asset and to request their advice and funding opportunities for the three areas identified of particular interest with respect to Climate Change and Biodiversity (3.iii)					           								           Action: Clerk
· Write to the Northumberland National Park Authority and Forestry England to ask what action (if any) and position they were taking with respect to the sale  of the Rothbury Estate.						           Action: Clerk

4. Any Other Business
i. To discuss a proposal for a Coquetdale Cluster Climate Action Plan 
The proposal for a Coquetdale Climate Action Plan was unanimously agreed. The issue of whether the Coquetdale Cluster Group of Parish Councils were likely to support/be the co-ordinating body for such a venture was discussed. All were agreed if they were not, then BHPC would still be in favour of being part of a Coquetadale Action Plan initiative. JS would attend the August Coquetdale Cluster Group meeting and support this motion.			   	                 		                 	                 Action: JS


ii. LTP Priorities for 2024-25
The following priorities were agreed:
1.	Traffic Calming Signage at Todstead B63346: To make permanent the current temporary traffic calming signage at Todstead/Villa Lane and to place ‘Concealed Entrance’ signs on B6344 approaching Todstead from both West and East.
2.	Road re-surfacing from Embleton Terrace Crossing to Lee Siding  (OS NZ 088977 to 076983).
3.	Road re-surfacing Hollinghill/B6342 junction to The Lonning (OS NZ 063969 to 075975)

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk8392693]
		
Garth Rhodes, Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB, Tel: 01665 570347, Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net


[image: ]
3
BHPC_ Extraordinary _Minutes_20230720		Signed _____________________________          Date _____________________
image1.emf
  B ri n kburn and Hesley hurst Paris h Council   Parish  C ouncil   News and I nformation         Please go   to our Webpage at     https://northumberlandparishes.uk/brinkburnandhesleyhurst/brinkburn - and - hesleyhurst       Or   Use ou r QR Code           F or :     U p - to   date Ne ws and  I nformation   Events   Agendas    Minutes   Policies       To   contact   the Parish Counci l and it mem bers:     Garth Rhodes: Parish Clerk   5 Wardle Terrace   Longframlington   Morpeth   Northumberland   NE65 8AB   Tel: 01665 570347   Emai l:  Clerk@Brinkburn.net  


