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Defra’s Event Duration Monitoring webpage:


https://environment.data.gov.uk/dataset/21e15f12-0df8-4bfc-b763-45226c16a8ac


https://environment.data.gov.uk/dataset/21e15f12-0df8-4bfc-b763-45226c16a8ac


https://hillmark.github.io/nwg-edm/

https://theriverstrust.org/sewage-map

https://hillmark.github.io/nwg-edm/
https://theriverstrust.org/sewage-map






✓ By 2022 were monitoring 98.6% of CSOs across NE (average = 91%)

✓ Every sewage asset in the Humshaugh ward is now monitored

✓ Average no. spills/monitored CSO in NE was 25.3 (2021), now 20.3 (2022)

✓ Total no. of spills in NE has fallen from 36,483 in 2021 to 29,697 in 2022  

✓ Average spill duration in NE has fallen from 6.0 hrs in 2021 to 3.6 in 2022

✓ Total spill duration in NE was 220,560 hours in 2021, now 107,536 in 2022 

✓ Total spill duration in county was 60,823 hrs in 2021, now 33,055 in 2022

✓ Last July’s Environmental Performance Assessment gave NWL 4/4 overall

✓ The EPA also gave NWL green ratings for all aspects of pollution control



X  29,697 sewage spills across the NE in 2022

X  The 2022 EPA gave NWL an amber rating for discharge permit compliance

X  107,536 hours of sewage spillage across the NE in 2022

X  33,055 hours of sewage spillage across Northumberland in 2022

X  7,725 hours of sewage spillage upstream of Wall Station in 2022

X  Our bills have gone up by 43% since the water companies were privatised

X  Investment in the sewage system has been cut by almost a fifth in that time

X  Over £100 of our annual water bill is used to pay shareholder dividends

X  NWL is owned by CK Hutchinson Holdings Ltd – scored 3/15 for its ethics

X  NWL now has to publish near real-time pollution data, but hasn’t yet



 The EA’s Catchment Data Explorer: https://
environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/

Link to Rivers Trust’s 
map showing the 
ecological health of 
every English rivers: 
https://
storymaps.arcgis.com/
collections/
6730f10b64184200b17
1a57750890643?
item=3

https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/6730f10b64184200b171a57750890643?item=3
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• Help Tyne Rivers Trust with their water quality monitoring and/or their river fly monitoring

• Donate to the Rivers Trust, explore the website and sign up to their newsletter (https://theriverstrust.org/)

• Join Surfers Against Sewage, donate to them and sign up to their newsletter (https://www.sas.org.uk/)

• Sign up to River Action UK’s mailing list and sign their petition (https://riveractionuk.com/)

• Follow The Telegraph’s Clean Rivers Campaign (https://www.telegraph.co.uk/clean-rivers-campaign/)

• Invite Northumbrian Water’s Pollution Manager to a parish council meeting

• Push for Bathing Water Status for the North Tyne at Chollerford

• Tell your MP - that water companies should be required to disclose the volume of discharges as well as the duration

   - that Northumbrian Water is obliged to publish near real-time spillage data, but isn’t yet doing so

   - that if Northumbrian Water published rainfall data alongside this it would show if spillages are legal

   - that the Environment Agency needs to be far more generously funded

   - that the regulator (Ofwat) needs to be given stronger powers over the water companies

   - that the water companies must invest far more in infrastructure without passing the bill to customers

• BUT.. In October 2021 your MP voted against an amendment to the Environment Bill that would have required water 
companies to “take all reasonable steps to ensure that untreated sewage isn’t discharged from storm overflows”

https://theriverstrust.org/
https://www.sas.org.uk/
https://riveractionuk.com/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/clean-rivers-campaign/

