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[bookmark: _Hlk131076366][bookmark: _Hlk149499805]Notes of the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Climate Change & Biodiversity Steering Committee

Meeting on: 		28th February 2024
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting Time:		7.30 p.m.
Present:	Des Barker (DB), Judith Baker (JB), , Roger Powell (RP), Cllr Jackie Scarpa (JS), Patricia Welsh (PW), Cllr Jamie Whicker (JW) – Chair, Jen Teulon (JT)	
In attendance:		Clerk: Garth Rhodes.

Note: These brief notes are intended to record the main issues discussed and decisions agreed. They are not intended to provide a verbatim record of the meeting.  Detailed Strand/Project reports will be found in the Appendices.

Meeting opened at 7.30 p.m.

1. Apologies.  Sue Whicker had decided to stand down from the committee but would be available to help when needed.
2. Notes of Previous Meeting held on Thursday 25th January 2024. Unanimously approved as a true record.
3. Matters arising not appearing elsewhere in the agenda. None.
4. Financial Report. There was one item of expenditure since the last meeting:
Litter Picking Project
	[bookmark: _Hlk159846893]
	Gross
	Net

	X 20 Litter Picking hoops
	139.80
	116.40


This project has been funded from the £400  allocated to the CC&B by the PC for 2023/24.
To date the project costs for litter picking were:
	
	Gross
	Net

	X2 Road signs
	127.20
	106.00

	X 20 Litter Picking hoops
	139.80
	116.40

	
	Total 
	222.40


There remains £177.40 available for CC&B activity from the amount allocated by the  PC for 2023/24.
As reported previously the other project costs to date were:
WWCF 107 Playing field pilot hedge laying project
	Project Costs
	£

	Project total
	4053.00

	Total Grant Approved
	4053.00

	Grant Received to date
	3034.00

	Expenditure to date
	0.00


WWCF 108 Nest Box Scheme
	Project Costs
	£
	
	£

	Project total
	
	
	1158.00

	Total Grant Approved
	
	
	1158.00

	Grant Received to date
	
	
	868.00

	Expenditure to date
	Gross*
	Net
	

	Bird Box Materials
	326.83
	293.19
	

	Construction Costs
	650.00
	650.00
	943.19

	Balance 
	
	
	214.81


WWCF 109 Geographic biodiversity database
	Project costs
	
	
	£

	Project total
	
	
	585.98

	 Total Grant Approved
	
	
	585.98

	Grant Received to date
	
	
	440.00

	Expenditure to date
	Gross*
	Net
	

	
	700.00
	116.67
	583.35

	Balance
	
	
	2.63


* VAT to be reclaimed at end of financial year
5. Strand  & Project Reports to include draft plans for Phase 1 of Five-Year Plan 
a. Recognition and maintenance of the scenic beauty of the landscape : Litter Picking Programme. Report from Patricia Welsh. Patricia had decided to step down as project lead for the forthcoming year, due to other commitments. In the absence of any offers to take over this role, JW agreed to temporarily to take over responsibility. Committee members were asked to look for someone in the community to take on this role. A request to the County Council Highways had been made to carry out a litter pick between Weldon Bridge and Todstead including through the works site prior to the reopening of the road. NCC agreed to inform us when the road would reopen to carry out a litter pick at each side of the roadworks, but for health & safety and insurance reasons the contractor BAM had agreed to do a full litter pick through the site prior to the reopening. A lengthy discussion took place concerning insurance cover during litter picking (see Item 9). Following a report to NCC of the dumping of a waste bin at Blackburn Bridge and NCC informing us that it did not support the siting of bins in rural areas, it was agreed that a request be made to NCC for clarification regarding appropriate signage to be placed at litter blackspots. Any decision to place such notices would need to be made by the PC. The dumping of garden waste in the roadside and on landowner’s field at Todstead was discussed. It was agreed to ask Cllr Lesley Hall to follow up on this matter.			 Action: Clerk
b. Wild-Flower Areas  Report from Jackie Scarpa. (Appendix 1). The first flower community wayside meadow was to be established on a 2 m x 15 m stretch of land on Brinkheugh farm. The landowner’s permission had been given. In addition to the costs of the baling machine, scythes and new seed for further planting later in the year would need to be acquired through the WFCF bid. 
c. Baseline and ongoing monitoring botanical (& potential insect) surveys  Report from Judith Baker.  Training and progress towards the start of the survey were well underway. Further software for the Roughpad was required including Microsoft 356 and GIS software. JB was in the process of finding out about licensing agreements and if there were any costs involved in the GIS. It was agreed that a bat monitor be purchased. It was agreed that these costs to be included in the 2024/25 WWCF bid.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk160623661]Improving Biodiversity: Playing Field Pilot Hedge Laying Project  Report from Jamie Whicker.  (Appendix 2: Report) & Appendix 3: Funding Request).  The training event had been highly successful. The main problem now was the removal of the brash as it was impossible at present to bring a chipper onto the field, as it was so wet. It was important to get the brash away before the nesting season. Expert advice was that burning was probably more environmentally friendly, given the amount of fuel required to run the chipper. It was therefore agreed that the brash would be burned by a controlled bonfire, which would likely take place over a weekend evening within the next couple of weeks. JW would ensure that this was safe, and landowners, residents and fire service be informed. Recommended that the playing field be closed until the brash has been removed.							    		          Action: JW/Clerk   It was agreed that the proposed new hedge laying for 2024/25, outlined in JW’s report should take place in the Phase 1 defined area along the Eastern Coquet corridor (the Pink Whale). 
e. Partnership Working/Improve Organic Landscape: Meetings/developments with land owners to outline plans and to seek permission to develop/regain an organic landscape: Report from Jamie Whicker. JW had spoken to all the landowners in Phase 1 (the Pink Whale area) and all had agreed to support the work of the CC&B. They were very enthusiastic and very knowledgeable about the flora and fauna on their land. However all said that they would not take any liability for actions undertaken under the auspices of BHPC CC&B. It was agreed to produce an agreement form which outlined responsibilities and issues concerning liability and insurance.	           					           Action: JW/Clerk
f. [bookmark: _Hlk160624184]River Coquet Ecology Monitoring and maintenance of the River Coquet and its immediate environment: Water Quality Improvement & Testing Protocol & Health And Safety Guidelines (Sent as attachments). In MF’s absence, the committee agreed the two documents in principle. They had a number of questions and concerns which they wanted to discuss with him. These included:
•	The extent of the work involved in the testing protocol, which would put a significant burden on volunteers.
•	What agreements had been reached about the stretch of the river/waterways for which we would be responsible.
•	The burden of training being placed on BHPC CC&B.
•	How the protocol and testing regime was to be co-ordinated and overseen.
•	When testing was to begin
It was agreed to defer these matters until our next meeting on 17th April 2024.
During the meeting a message was received about a water testing training event to take place the following evening, when testing kits were to be distributed. Judith agreed to contact MF to ensure that he would be attending. 		      Action: JB
g. Enhance bird breeding populations: Nest Box building programme Report from Roger Powell (Appendix 4 Report): It was proposed that the building of 100 Stage Two nest boxes would be divided equally between RP and Paul Allen, Rye Hill Farm, providing Paul’s quote was reasonable. Otherwise RP agreed that he would build all 100. Siting and erection protocol would follow the practice undertaken in Stage 1. The focus for the siting of the boxes would be in the Phase 1 ‘Pink Whale’ area. A detail survey of the numbers of inhabited boxes was not recommended as this would have an unsettling effect on the birds. As the landowners were so knowledgeable about the birds on their land, it was agreed that interviewing them at an appropriate time, to ascertain their views on the impact of the nest boxes, would be a great idea and could also be advantageous as an information/publicity exercise.
6. To agree items to be included in a combined application to be submitted to the next meeting of Wingates Windfarm Community Fund (WWCF) for 2024 to support current projects.  It was agreed that this year we would submit one combined bid to WWCF for our work. No new activity, rather a continuation of the current Phase 1 projects. We would be looking for funding of up to £10,000. The projects would run throughout the year in various stages, and this would be reflected in the bid. It was agreed that the funding requested would include:
· A second biodiversity event at Embleton Terrace playing field, where we could catch the attention of the wider community.
· A similar hedge laying project within the parish, only this time we would not only be doing further training but using labour from previous course students and volunteers to extend the number and length of hedges being laid in the Parish which would include an amateur competition.
· 100 nesting boxes built and sited.
· Habitat Survey activity
· Extended wildflower and tree planting activity
· Water sampling as part of the CRAG (Cloquet River Action Group) – though currently no funding from WWCF is being requested.
· Volunteer Training and Procedures.
JW to meet with Julia Plinston to discuss the application following which the bid would be put together.	
										               Action: JW/All
7. To discuss matters in relation to Communications & Media. The Spring report for local magazines: Over the Bridges, FramNews, Longhorsley Tree was still in abeyance as Jamie had been engaged with other BHPC priorities. He was to meet Carrie Brookes of CAN to produce a joint article with the Windfarm Trust. It was thought this could be adapted to produce the local magazine articles.							    			    Action: JW
8. To discuss issues with respect to Volunteers and to receive feedback on information gained from other networks and organisations. There had been nothing forthcoming from NGH regarding support and procedures for volunteers. Clerk had been in communication with NCC insurance team as to whether our Insurance policy covered volunteers. It was understood that insurance cover for litter picking only covered activity in 30 mph areas. This would prove problematic for our parish where most of the roads were 60 mph zones. NCC had indicated that the parish would need effective volunteer procedures and protocols in place to run volunteer activity. They were checking whether or not our volunteers could/should be covered by the NCC volunteers insurance cover. Clerk to follow up on these matters prior to any further work on this area to be carried out.													 Action: Clerk
9. To receive activity reports on the North Northumberland Environmental Network and Coquetdale Green Network 
A general expression of concern and disappointment was registered regarding the various NGH WhatsApp groups, to which members of the committee were signed up to. Our expectation of the group communication was for it to keep people informed of climate change and environmental projects underway in our area, in order that we could share good practice and work together. The view of the committee was that very little of this type of communication was forthcoming, rather that the groups were being used to deluge readers with articles and discussions which were of a much wider geopolitical environmental interest. Whilst not wanting to disregard these issues it was our opinion that the NGH was not the place for this. It was agreed to place a post expressing our views on the main NGH WhatsApp group and to remove NGH?CGN as a standing item on the Agenda for the present, given that the Committee had other pressing priorities.			                 	 Action: Clerk
10. To agree dates of meetings May 2024-  May 2026. The following dates were agreed. 	All Wednesdays:
	 17 April 24
	19 June 24*
	14 August 24
	16 October 24
	11 Dec 24
	

	19 Feb  25
	06 April 25
	08 June 25
	20 August 25
	15 October 25
	10 December 25

	18 Feb 26
	15  April 26
	
	
	
	


* Change of date as Clerk on holiday on 12th June 	 
11. Any Other Business.
a. Beekeeper request. Request from Ken Scott, local beekeeper, for us to support his beekeeping activities: Hesleyhurst Honey. He has gained permission from local landowners to place 2 hives each at three sites: Low Hesleyhurst, Brinkburn, and Thorneyhaugh. 
b. Middleton North Estate:  The estate has been working to put it back to how it was in the early 1800’s when it was managed in a very biofriendly way. It has an education centre and conducts visits. Thought it worthwhile to make contact although the estate may now be up for sale.			      				      		      Action: JB

Meeting closed at 9.47 p.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk8392693]
Garth Rhodes, Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB,
Tel: 01665 570347
Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net



Appendix 1
 Climate Change and Biodiversity meeting 28/02/2
Wildflower Meadow
4
Progress to date

Seed was obtained from B&K Wharf Farming in October 2023 and 1kg was distributed to locals who wanted to establish a small meadow area in their gardens. This is part of the ‘stepping stones’ initiative to try to provide wildlife corridors between farms that are supporting meadow restoration. 
Because of the extremely wet summer, autumn and winter, some of these mini meadows have not been planted yet. Although October planting is the idea, the RHS advises sowing in March when conditions have been so wet. Those who did manage to plant will be offered extra seed to top up in March, which is common practice.

Kevin Wharf came to view 4 potential wayside sites in October that Brenda and Des Barker had identified and he approved all of them. However, he did warn us not to take on too much too quickly and suggested that we start small, possibly with just a few strips of meadow, widening the area a bit each year. That way we can be sure to manage the land properly at the right times of year.

One area of wayside seemed especially promising to start with. It is relatively well drained, on a little used road and owned by a local farmer who has given us permission to manage it as a wildflower area.
Our next step is to arrange to have the vegetation cut back to ground level, the ground scarified to open up the sward and then seeded with some of the remaining meadow seed.

The Whatsapp group needs to be set up asap to help focus our meadow makers and share progress.

The haymaking project has a carpenter, Paul Allen, who is costing up the hand baler plans for us.  And self sufficiency expert, Will Sutherland (who worked with John Seymour for many years), has offered to host a scything workshop for free in May/June, though if we want any scythes of our own we would have to buy them. 

We have asked Paul to have the baler ready for us to demonstrate at the Simonside Country Fair in August. Those who choose to bale their meadows can enter the bales in The Gate Hay Show next February. Winning bales are awarded rosettes and are then auctioned off to the farming community and the proceeds given to local children’s charities.

ii.         Projected Phase 1 outcomes

Establish a Meadow makers community and a Hay makers community. Managed meadows will be individual and one community wayside meadow in summer 2024.
If all goes well, Autumn of 2024 will see a second wayside meadow initiated.

iii.        Funding requirements for 2024.
Hay Baler, Scythes
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Funding requests for 2024                                                            2 2 /02/2024   I would like to put forward the following requests:   The hedge row project was hugely successful, and I  feel this will be of great benefit to the  environment  and climate change. The more people to get involved  and ‘have a go’ on their own hedge the better. It has been proven that laying a  hedge promotes an increase in carbon sequestration ,   prolongs the life of the  hedge   and creates a better habitat for wildlife.   I would like to suggest that we have a fund ask to do something similar this year  again. If we found a suitable hedge of appx 80 meters in length, we would invite  all previous students to help as volunteers. This could be in the form of an  amateur competiti on. We could also run a further 2 days of courses for new  students.   Estimated cost for this would be £3500 +vat.   Playing field information board. This might be a project for the Parish council  rather than our group. To have an information board made and mounted on  some kind of timber post plinth for visitors to read. This would have some  information on the Millenium  stone, the hedge, and the hedge laying project  etc.   Estimated cost for this would be £600   +vat.                                                                                 
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Roger Powell
Nature Photographer

30 Embleton Terrace Longframlington Northumberland NE6S 81J UK.
Telephone: (01665) 370 449 e-mail: rogerwpowelliigooglemail com

Climate Change Action & Biodiversity Committee
Nest Box Scheme

As of yesterday (Feb. 19th) All 50 of the nest boxes produced under a grant from
WWCF have been constructed. 48 have been erected - 14 at Low Weldon Farm
woodland adjoining the R. Coquet: 14 at Westerheugh Farm woodland; 10 at
Thistleyhcugh Farm and 10 at Brinkheugh Farm,

2 boxes have been kept back in case they are needed as templates for someone else
other than myself to produce more boxes in the years to come.

In discussion with the Chairperson I have suggested that another 300+ boxes could be
erected in our parish - centred on the wooded edges of the bumns running into the R.
Coquet; trees bordering the R. Coquet itself and discreet woodland removed from
these watercourses.,

To make nest box production more manageable, I have suggested that we target a
production of 100 boxes per year: since this means that the time it takes to erect them
could be accommodated in the season before migrant birds return to look for nesting
sites. Choice of nest box / species type will need further thought as the years progress.

It has been a pleasure to be involved in this Council project - even though the
burcaucracy has been tiresome and counter productive (1o me) at times!

Hopefully 1 can continue to be in charge of it - but if not I will always be prepared to
offer help, information & advice.

I understand from the Chairperson that discussion about future production,
responsibility and applications for WWCF future funding of this scheme will be
discussed at this Feb. 28th meeting.

I wish show my thanks and gratitude to WWCF for their funding - without which this
scheme would never have started! And to the people who have helped fix the boxes in
place : David, Desmond, and especially Jamic Whicker and Mark Johnstone.

Roger
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Report: Hedge laying project                                                                                 22/02/2024   The Hedge laying project started in mid - October 2023, and 3 days of  courses were going to follow shortly after. Due to weather  conditions  and storms this kept getting postponed. In January 2024 it was decided  to look at dates in February and it was decided to go ahead with the  courses starting on 16 th   February.   The weeks leading up to the 16 th   I had several meetings with David  Boyson, Des Barker, and Mike Evens to determine if the courses should be cancelled due to the wet  conditions in the field. It was decided unanimously that we would go ahead with the courses and that the  field would recover. At this point all 3 days were ju st about fully booked. Leading up to the 16 th   I had  removed some more netting and posts from the hedge, contacted people and updated some info including  the request to bring wellies.   The courses were well received with feedback from members being very positive. David was extremely  thorough in his tuition, safety talks, and ability to connect with people and made the course very  interesting and informative. I spent at least 3 hours over   various times of the day on each day to help David  and get people started. We had a form which students signed upon arrival as part of a disclaimer. This form  also gave a ‘next of kin’ contact for us, should we need it. Ages in the groups varied as did ge nder. Pictures  were taken on every course day for our records, with permission given. A porta loo was hired for site.   Notes: David was the first aider and provided insurance, risk assessment, safety briefings etc We had no  incidents during the courses. Parking was managed with no issues. Students had cancelled at various points  and some at very short notice, this was mang ed well, and for most people that did cancel, a replacement  was waiting or found. Attendance on 16 th   5 students, 17 th   6 students, 19 th   6 students. David wanted 6 per  course with a max of 8. For the record, the 3 days of the courses were dry with a slight d rizzle for a period  on the 17 th . We had planned to hire a tracked chipper for the brash, but the fields were too wet for this to  be possible. There were previous talks about burning the brash and this was considered to be a poor choice  for environmental reasons. It has been pointed out  to me that it is more likely that the use a diesel chipper  would be in fact worse. When the hedge was installed in 2002, there were other trees planted at the same  time (as I was told by Mike Evens). On the courses we found 1   beech tree and 1 oak tree. Both have been  left and although they are in a poor condition with been flailed, hopefully they will recover in time. There is  less than half of the hedge which remains to be laid. David is hoping to have this finished in the ne xt couple  of weeks. The brash currently remains, and if the fields do not dry enough to give access to the machinery,  this will cause a serious concern for having the playing field open to the public. A plaque was found on the  fence behind the hedge which  reads ‘Presented to this Civic Parish by Alnwick District Council to mark the  Golden jubilee 2002’. As this plaque will rarely be seen I would suggest this to be moved to a new location.   Jamie Whicker  


image4.png
COMATECHANGE
S0 BOOVERSITY





