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[bookmark: _Hlk50905324]Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
7.00 p.m. Thursday 18th July 2024
Parish Rooms, Rothbury

Present: 	Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair); Peter Henry (PH); Alan Tait (AT), Fran Tait (FT). 
In attendance: 	Clerk.


The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.
 
1. Apologies for absence None. 

2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th May 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such (Proposed AT, Seconded (FT), All in Favour).

3. Matters arising from the minutes not included in the agenda including:
i) Request for a waste bin near the Lady Bridge. Still awaiting to hear from Rothbury Parish Council (RPC) as to whether NCC would agree to the placing of the bin. FT to speak to the RPC clerk.				       	        Action: FT

4. Police Report. From May 12th - July 17th, 2024, there had been no crimes or reports or anti-social behaviour reported to Northumbria Police that would have a wider community impact.

5. Highways and Footways. AT reported:
i) Highways and Footways Report.
Highways: 
· A number of the potholes near Whitton on Carterside Road have been filled (about 17 in all), but not the more significant one west of Newtown where the silage bales get stored. Graham Bucknall and his team advised that the hole would be repaired by end of play on 19th July. (4 days after this meeting there was still no work carried out on this issue).
· I have now received the screen shots from Graham Bucknall of the location of the drain gullies and pipe work in our parish. These need to be kept ensuring this local knowledge is not lost to the community.
· No work has begun on the potholes in the Simonside Car Park entrance are. These are  due to be addressed by Forest England.
· A new pothole appeared near Tosson Glebe farm, and this will be registered via the “Fix My Street” app.
Footpaths: 	 No progress on the poor condition of the footpath signpost at the junction of Carterside Road and the U4016.
Verges: 	        No problems to report.
Seats & Road Signs:     No problems to report.
[bookmark: _Hlk172629470]Drains: 		        No problems to report.

ii) Cutting of Verges. AW had written (cc’d to WTPC) to Graham Bucknall (GB) about the abundance of wayside flowers  but concerned about the need to cut back verges to maintain sightlines. GB had replied that this matter be taken up with Bob Hodgson of Neighbourhood Services team.  It was agreed
a.  To raise this issue at the next Cluster meeting as verge maintenance and wildflower verges seemed to be an issue throughout the area. 								  Action: FT/AT
b. To remind Neighbourhood Services not to cut the wildflower areas in Whitton. 		   Action: Clerk
c. To strim back verge at Whitton Bank and Great Tosson junctions				        Action: AT
iii) To consider the Local Transport Plan Capital Programme Priorities for 2025-26. Three priorities were agreed.

1. To extend the safety rails west of the caravan site on Carterside Road (What3Words: ///painted.workouts.grips)
2. To install two passing places between Simonside Forestry Commission Car Park (What3Words: ///objective.different.stud) and Cattle grid (What3Words: ///abolish.pocketed.blankets )
3. [bookmark: _Hlk172634191]To formally recognise and upgrade two informal passing places on Carterside Road between Caravan Site and Whitton Bank (What3Words: ///guesswork.voted.rewarding) (What3Words: ///cackling.saved.youths). 
   Action: Clerk





6. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting.  Approved.

	13/05/2024
	HMRC
	VAT Reclaimed
	58.56



ii) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting. Approved.

	17/05/2024
	P. Henry 
	N/land Estates - Bench
	114.00

	20/05/2024
	Rothbury DCC
	Hire Parish rooms
	12.00

	21/05/2024
	G Rhodes
	PayPal/eBay x4 dog signs
	10.04

	30/06/2024
	HMRC PAYE
	PAYE (Apr-June)
	65.80

	30/06/2024
	G Rhodes
	Pay & Expenses (Apr-Jun)
	278.72

	08/07/2024
	Rothbury Parish Council
	JBC Fees first half
	1334.00

	
	
	Total
	1814.56



iii) Request for donations from Citizens Advice Northumberland.  A donation of £30 was approved (Proposed AT,     Seconded PH, All in Favour).								   Action: Clerk
iv) Bank Reconciliation. 
	
	Bank Reconciliation 15th July 2024
	
	£

	Balance per bank statements at 31st May 2024
	
	

	
	Community account
	3406.68
	

	
	Business Saver
	2035.86
	5442.54

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	
	

	
	30/06/2024
	HMRC PAYE
	65.80
	

	
	30/06/2024
	G Rhodes
	278.72
	

	
	08/07/2024
	Rothbury PC
	1334.00
	1678.52

	Uncredited Deposits
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance 
	
	
	
	3764.02

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	3764.02



v) Increase in Clerk’s hours.  Members agreed an increase of two hours per month for the  Clerk’s duties to accommodate his increased workload. This increase would raise the hours to 10 hours per month; to take effect from 1st July 2024.    											   Action: Clerk
7. Planning: To consider any planning applications. There were currently no requests for consultation that had not already been commented on.

	Reference
	Address
	Type
	PC Comment

	24/01545/LBC
	The Pele Tower Whitton
	Application Granted
	No Objection



8. Community Flood Plan: To receive update on developments including flood solutions at Ryehill. AW had submitted the design concept to NCC along with the application for Watercourse Land Drainage Consent. NCC had replied with requests for additional information/documentation. AW would follow this up. Alan had now cut back the vegetation in preparation for the diversion of the stream and other works. Flood Wardens had received an updated Community Flood Plan from Colin Hall. AT to forward copy to the Clerk. Clerk to ask CH to copy him into all correspondence.	              Action: AT/Clerk

9. Rothbury JBC Report. HD reported that improvements for staff facilities were ongoing, awaiting a drain survey and then storage shed would be converted.

10. Coquetdale Cluster Report. FT reported that the representative from the digital telephone had not turned up at the last meeting which was very disappointing as an update on the digital changeover had been expected. The strength of the Wi-fi signal for some residents who were linked to the EE transmitter seemed to have been affected by the recent exposure of the Openreach cable on Carterside Rd even though they had supposed to have repaired this. Residents were encouraged to make a complaint directly to EE/Openreach. Duncan Wise, Visitor Development & Tourism Officer from Northumberland National Park Authority was to attend the next meeting to discuss improved walking and cycle routes. 

11. [bookmark: _Hlk171266925]To consider a motion to sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge and adopt the Model Code of Conduct 2020.  Members agreed to sign the pledge and approved the revised Model Code of Conduct.				   Action: Clerk

12. To consider stakeholder feedback on forest management carried out by Forestry England. Agreed to submit feedback to include:
i) Fencing between forestry and adjacent land at Tosson Glebe Farm and Great Tosson Farm had not been replaced since brought down during  Storm Arwen
ii) Pothole repairs at the entrance to the Simonside Car Park which were promised in early 2023.
iii) Request for regular/weekly litter picking (including removal of dog waste bags) in and around the Simonside Car Park.			   								   Action: Clerk
13. Review of polling districts and polling places. Notice and information received. No further action.

14. Any Other Business. 
i) Trail Bikes using track over Lady’s Bridge through Newtown. FT asked if there was anything that could be done to stop this nuisance. As this track was classed as a by-way open to all traffic, there was little that could be done other than a report to the police for anti-social behaviour.

15. Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Thursday 19th September at 7.00 p.m. in the Rothbury Parish Rooms.

[bookmark: _Hlk64373777]
The meeting closed at 7.53 p.m.

Garth Rhodes, Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com

Minutes _WTPC_18th July2024			Signed………………..…………   Date …………………
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