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[bookmark: _Hlk131076366][bookmark: _Hlk149499805][bookmark: _Hlk130307470]Notes of the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Climate Change & Biodiversity Steering Committee

Meeting on: 		Tuesday 8th April 2025  
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting Time:		7.30 p.m.
Present:			Brenda Barker (BB), Des Barker (DB), Mark Fenwick (MF), Roger Powell, Jackie Scarpa (JS), Cllr 				Jamie Whicker (JW) – Chair.	
In attendance:		Clerk: Garth Rhodes.

The meeting opened at 7.31 p.m.

1. Apologies. Judith Baker (JB)
2. Notes of Previous Meeting held on Wednesday 19th February 2024. The notes were agreed and unanimously approved as a true record.
3. Matters arising not appearing elsewhere in the agenda. None
4. Membership of the Committee. Jane Elphick had shown interest. JW to follow up. 				Action: JW
5. Financial Report. 
i. WWCF 107. Approved.
	Expenditure Incurred
	Invoice Detail
	Invoice Value Total (Net)
£
	VAT

£
	Total (Gross)
£

	Capital Items i.e. equipment (please list as per application form)

	Trees for hedging
	Invoice 008
	257.50
	33.50
	291.00

	Revenue Items (please list as per application form)

	MKM toilet hire
	Invoice 001
	96.00
	19.20
	115.20

	Hedge laying & Training
	Invoice 002
	2187.70
	436.14
	2616.84

	Tie back x 3 trees
	Invoice 003
	30.00
	0.00
	30.00

	Weeding around paving
	Invoice 004
	80.00
	0.00
	80.00

	Fencing Works
	Invoice 005
	456.00
	91.20
	547.20

	Paint fence/gate/benches
	Invoice 006
	292.00
	0.00
	292.00

	Tidy playing field entrance
	Invoice 007
	80.00
	0.00
	80.00

	Scything wild flowers
	Invoice 009
	40.00
	0.00
	40.00

	Planting trees
	Invoice 010
	116.00
	0.00
	116.00

	Cutting Hedge
	Invoice 011
	160.00
	0.00
	160.00

	Clearing buffer zone
	Invoice 012
	150.00
	0.00
	150.00

	Total Expenditure £
	3938.20
	580.04
	4518.24

	Less grant previously paid
	£ 3034

	Total final payment to claim
	£ 904



ii. WWCF 116. Approved.
	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:G77]Date
	Projects
	Budget
	Expend (inc VAT)
	Expend (Ex VAT)
	Agreed Expend
	Balance

	 
	A. Hedge laying.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	19/03/2025
	Training, ins/ance, 1st aid, tool hire  D Boyson 
	 
	420.00
	350.00
	 
	-350.00

	11/12/2024
	Training, ins/ance, 1st aid, tool hire  D Boyson 
	2620.00
	1260.00
	1050.00
	 
	1570.00

	25/03/2025
	Toilet hire and cleaning Nixon Hire 
	 
	126.00
	105.00
	 
	-150.00

	25/01/2024
	Toilet hire and cleaning Nixon Hire 
	180.00
	126.00
	105.00
	 
	75.00

	 
	Brash removal disposal Henzell Enterprise 
	200.00
	 
	 
	 
	200.00

	 
	Refreshments for competitors Sainsburys
	80.00
	 
	 
	 
	80.00

	 
	Tree guard disposal 
	45.00
	 
	 
	 
	45.00

	 
	Additional plants Stanton nursery 
	125.00
	 
	 
	 
	125.00

	15/12/2024
	Preparation & Planting of Buffer zone
	 
	 
	315.00
	 
	-315.00

	 
	Removal of Wildflower cuttings during  2025
	 
	 
	 
	50.00
	-50.00

	 
	Cutting laid hedge during 2025
	 
	 
	 
	180.00
	-180.00

	 
	Maintenance of Buffer zone during 2025
	 
	 
	 
	160.00
	-160.00

	 
	 
	3250.00
	 
	1575.00
	390.00
	1285.00

	 
	B. Baseline survey and data recording.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 Echo meter x2 (bat detector) 
	154.17
	 
	 
	 
	154.17

	29/01/2025
	Loupe magnification lens 
	23.33
	 
	14.99
	 
	8.34

	29/01/2025
	Weather writer A4 field pouch 
	29.16
	 
	14.99
	 
	14.17

	29/01/2025
	x2 Rucksacks for carrying equipment
	34.99
	 
	31.90
	 
	3.09

	29/01/2025
	Pukka note pads x3 
	12.99
	 
	10.76
	 
	2.23

	29/01/2025
	Pencil sharpeners  x2
	 
	 
	3.36
	 
	-3.36

	29/01/2025
	HB pencils x18
	2.50
	 
	4.83
	 
	-2.33

	 
	Microsoft business standard 
	123.60
	 
	 
	 
	123.60

	 
	Qgis mapping surveying course 2 people
	200.00
	 
	 
	 
	200.00

	 
	 
	580.74
	 
	80.83
	0.00
	499.91

	 
	C. Meadow seeding, scything, and baling.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	04/09/2024
	Traditional baler Ryehill community 
	200.00
	 
	200.00
	 
	0.00

	01/09/2024
	Scythes x 6 ,3 training days, sharp/stones x6 
	1348.00
	 
	1348.00
	 
	0.00

	09/12/2024
	Seeds for meadow making Kevin Wharf 
	80.00
	 
	80.00
	 
	0.00

	 
	 
	1628.00
	 
	1628.00
	0.00
	0.00

	 
	D. Bird nest box scheme.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01/09/2024
	 50 x nest box’s Roger Powell 2024
	929.42
	946.92
	930.09
	 
	-0.67

	01/09/2024
	45 x nest boxes . Barn community workshop. 2024
	450.00
	 
	450.00
	 
	0.00

	23/02/2025
	 60 x nest box’s Roger Powell 2025
	 
	973.25
	961.98
	 
	-961.98

	 2025
	60x nest boxes . Barn community workshop. 
	 
	 
	 
	600.00
	-600.00

	 
	 
	1379.42
	 
	2342.07
	600.00
	-1562.65

	 
	E. River quality testing.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Replacement Testing Kit
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	09/02/2025
	1x reel rope
	 
	4.73
	3.94
	 
	-3.94

	09/02/2025
	1x collapsable bucket (unable to get VAT receipt)
	 
	6.95
	6.95
	 
	-6.95

	09/02/2025
	Telescopic Water sampler
	 
	64.80
	54.00
	 
	-54.00

	09/02/2025
	Ammonia Tests
	 
	32.98
	27.48
	 
	-27.48

	09/02/2025
	Phosphate Checker and Reagent NO VAT 
	 
	106.19
	106.19
	 
	-106.19

	09/02/2025
	x1 PH Water Tester, x1 TDS Meter
	 
	55.98
	46.66
	 
	-46.66

	10/02/2025
	E.coli test kits costs with lab tests x 5
	935.00
	499.98
	416.65
	 
	518.35

	 
	 
	935.00
	 
	661.87
	0.00
	273.13

	 
	F. Litter reduction awareness project.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 6x litter signs, 2x  litter signs.  
	135.77
	 
	 
	 
	135.77

	29/01/2025
	First Aid Kits x 2
	 
	 
	24.14
	 
	-24.14

	29/01/2025
	50x nitrile gloves.
	 
	 
	4.99
	 
	-4.99

	 
	 
	135.77
	 
	29.13
	0.00
	106.64

	 
	G. Biodiversity event. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01/09/2024
	Food x 50 people Wingate's village hall
	250.00
	 
	250.00
	 
	0.00

	 
	Crafts etc.
	79.89
	 
	 
	 
	79.89

	03/07/2024
	x100 White paper cups
	 
	7.95
	6.62
	 
	-6.62

	03/07/2024
	x100 Insulated paper cups
	 
	9.20
	7.67
	 
	-7.67

	03/07/2024
	x 360 disposable wooden cutlery
	 
	15.58
	12.98
	 
	-12.98

	03/07/2024
	x100 Napkins
	 
	4.99
	4.16
	 
	-4.16

	03/07/2024
	x125 plates
	 
	16.99
	14.16
	 
	-14.16

	03/07/2024
	Wooden Teaspoons no VAT
	 
	4.99
	4.99
	 
	-4.99

	03/07/2024
	Wild Bird Seed no VAT
	 
	20.49
	20.49
	 
	-20.49

	03/07/2024
	Craft paper 
	 
	5.99
	4.99
	 
	-4.99

	06/07/2025
	Beverages
	35.72
	 
	32.95
	 
	2.77

	Jul-25
	Biodiversity Event 2025
	 
	 
	 
	450.00
	-450

	 
	
	365.61
	 
	359.01
	450.00
	-443.40

	 
	H. ADMINSTRATION COSTS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Quarterly Admin costs
	1200.00
	 
	804.00
	 
	396.00

	 
	Accounts and reports
	 
	 
	 
	400.00
	-400.00

	 
	Contingency
	525.46
	 
	 
	 
	525.46

	 
	 
	1725.46
	 
	804.00
	400.00
	521.46

	 
	TOTAL
	10000.00
	 
	7479.91
	1840.00
	680.09

	 
	Total Grant received to date
	7500.00
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Expenditure to date
	7479.91
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Balance Remaining
	20.09
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Expected Expenditure 
	1840.00
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Predicted Underspend 
	680.09
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


6. Wingates Windfarm Community Fund. 
i. To discuss any current issues including WWCF 107 final report: The final report had been submitted to and signed off by WWCF. They had concluded that there was an error in the report, as only £904 balance on the grant had been requested, (as this was the balance of the full amount of expenditure ex VAT as per WWCF regulation for organisations who were able to reclaim VAT), rather than the full balance of the grant of £1019 . The amended amount of the full outstanding balance of  £1019 was paid into the BHPC account on 31.03.25
ii. To discuss future funding applications. It was agreed to ask Julia Plinston for the current WWCF 116 to be extended through 2025/26 to cover expected costs and to inform her that once there was clarity on the future of the Rothbury Estate with an agreed biodiversity plan. that a further bid to WWCF could be expected.				                         Action: JW
7. Strand & Project Reports. 
i. Hedgelaying. The current activity had now come to an end. Further work to be planned for the autumn. It was agreed not to trim/cut back the buffer zone and laid hedges at the playground this year, to allow new growth to take hold. 	       Action: JW
ii. Bird boxes. During February and March 2025, 60 new nest boxes had been constructed and painted with wood preservative and consisted of 15 each for Nuthatch, Redstart, Pied Flycatcher and Spotted Flycatcher. These were to be erected on trees in the parish from late July onwards, when the breeding season will be over. The Rothbury Workshop to provide a further 60 boxes (for the same species, in the same amounts) during summer 2025 for erection in the Autumn.  By late Autumn 2025 a further 120 new boxes will then have been in the parish: a grand total to date of 283 boxes.  Once permission given for the Rothbury Estate, work would begin to start fixing boxes to trees along the Maglin Burn, Forestburn and Todburn.
iii. Litter Picking. In all there had been four litter picking events covering  Weldon Bridge to Cragend and Newhouses to Longframlington with c50 bags of rubbish collected.
iv. Biodiversity Event. This to take place: Saturday 28th June 2025 (to be funded from WWCF 116).		Action: JS/ALL
v. Wildflower Areas. The focus during the forthcoming season will be on scything the areas.
vi. River Testing. Testing along the whole of the Coquet (including the BHPC section) was continuing at a steady pace and building a significant amount of important data. Testing had begun between Longhorsley and West Thirston. CRAG was applying for Blue Water Bathing status at Amble and the E-coli testing programme and results along the river would provide important data for this. JS raised concerns about the sewage treatment plant for Embleton Terrace and the severity of discharge. She agreed to ascertain the status of the plant. If the plant was found not to be working effectively then a reed bed scheme may be the way to mitigate the problem.								         	         Action: JS
vii. Habitat Survey. JB had undertaken a substantial amount of work to update the data and produce guidance for users. She had now sent back the Toughbook by courier, and this was expected within the next few days (agreed to pay courier fees from project funds). BB and DB would now be able to continue survey work. Additional volunteer support was needed. BB/DB to monitor the battery situation for the Toughbook and whether some form of sun screen shield was required. Clerk to print off QGIS record sheets as required.							 		Action: BB/DB
8. To discuss sale of the Rothbury Estate and next steps. The Lee Farm had been put out to tender for a 3-year contract. This indicated that the present landowners were carrying on with ‘business as usual’ whilst negotiations for the sale of the estate continued.  Committee members were concerned about the nature and extent of the proposed tree planting at Wards Hill  It was agreed to invite Duncan Hutt, Director of Conservation, Northumberland Wildlife Trust to our 10th June  meeting so that he could provide an overview of the status of the sale and future direction of the estate and allow the committee the opportunity to question him about this matter. The position of Community Liaison Officer for the Estate was currently being recruited. Once filled it was hoped more direct and positive  communication between the Wildlife Trusts and the BHPC would ensue.			       Action: JW
9. To consider for approval the Biodiversity & Climate Change Protocol & Landowner Agreement Document. The members agreed the final draft (with some further minor amendments). Once completed, online copies to be held with Project Leads, to be issued as required.												   Action: Clerk
10. Volunteering: Volunteer Information pack.  This work was still outstanding. JW/Clerk to meet to move forward on this.										             			              Action: JW/Clerk
11. To discuss matters in relation to Communications & Media. JW had produced two articles to be placed in the local media (Over the Bridges, Longhorsley Tree, FramNews, NGH Digest, Parish Webpage), one a general report and the other specifically about the hedgelaying project.				             					             Action: JW /Clerk
12. Any Other Business. None
13. Date of Next Meeting Tuesday 10 June 2025, Longframlington Memorial Hall at 7.30 p.m.
		
Garth Rhodes, Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB,
Tel: 01665 570347
Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net

Meeting closed at 9.04 p.m.
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