	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		3rd December 2025
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Atkinson (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG) , Adelina Goodard(AdG), Shaun Hoyle (SH), Tom Parkin (TP)Dave Wellden (DW) - Chair
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), PC Beth Spours, PC Paul Falkous, Clerk.

The Meeting opened at 7.02 p.m.
1) [bookmark: _Hlk215482360]Apologies for Absence – Diane Lakey (DL) 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 16 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk215484060]Dropped kerbs on main road.
b) North of Tyne Local Nature Recovery Strategy consultation
3) Declaration of Interests  None.
4) Gifts & Hospitality None.
5) Community Police Report. PC Beth Spours and PC Paul Falkous reported that there had been a spate of rural thefts of quad bikes and other agricultural machinery from farmers’ sheds. Door to door salespeople were again in the area. A serious of thefts from unlocked vehicles had taken place in Longframlington and other nearby villages. An individual had been arrested on several occasions, and due to the backup in the courts system had been allowed out on bail only to reoffend. Residents were advised to be vigilant and to report any suspicious behaviour by telephoning  101, or through the Northumbria Police Facebook Page. Police updates were now being posted  through the  ‘Next Door’ social media page, but this was not as effective as the previous method through ‘Neighbourhood Alert’. The officers agreed to provide links to the Facebook page and Next Door.
6) County Councillors Report. Cllr Thorne reported that:
a) He had undertaken work on the flower bed adjacent the Running Fox and planted nearly 700 bulbs along the A697 south.
b) As Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) he had undertaken a site visit of the new Data Campus in Blyth. First two centre were under construction. The campus had developed a district heating system which it was hoped would pump heating into nearby residencies. The SPC had passed all reserved matters on the site. TT was asked if he knew anything about a munitions factory being built in Blyth, but he said he was unaware of such a proposal.
c) During a Radio Metro phone-in, TT had spoken with the Mayor of North Tyneside about his concerns the impact of the rise in the employers’ National Insurance Contribution was having on the tourism industry in Northumberland.
d) TT’s term of office as governor at the Royal Grammar School was coming to an end. His particular interest had been the outreach work the school was undertaking with other schools in the area.
e) The second North Area Community Group meeting held in Berwick had been another success and highlighted:
i. Berwick’s new leisure centre
ii. Borderlands funding to rebuild the Maltings
iii. New hospital development in Berwick which was facing issues as the developer had gone into liquidation.
The meetings were now much improved with councillors engaging directly with the community.
f) TT had reported to Highways the need to cut back the vegetation at the Alnwick Fords Bridge. However, this work was still in abeyance.
TT left at 7.37 p.m.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting  The minutes of the meeting held 5th November were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GA, Seconded AdG, All in Favour).
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Traffic management.
i. Speeding at North End of the village.  Speed strips had been installed at both ends of village and the PC were now awaiting the results before further action.
ii. Speed Indicator South End.  Highways and MLIS team were making arrangements and TT would be asked to complete the request form.
b) [bookmark: _Hlk216171748]Footpath to the North of Healeycote View. TT had written to Kelly O’Sullivan, NCC Rights of Way Officer regarding the footpath and the offer of volunteers to undertake the work and asking what funding was available . The Rights of Way Team were considering the request.
c) Longframlington Parish Map.  The Memorial Hall Committee had agreed to display an A2 version of the map. The map would require an explanatory key. DW agreed to produce the key. 				       Action: DW/GA/SH
d) Actions following Village Inspection:
i. Hall Hill Path.  Work completed.
e) Final Arrangements for Christmas Tree and Lighting Ceremony.
i. Collection and erection of tree.  A 15ft tree had been kindly donated by Mick Lishman. It was agreed to purchase a small gift to him in recognition of his most generous donation. 					     Action: SH
ii. Test Xmas lights and order replacements where necessary. Completed.
iii. Mince pies and mulled wine. Arranged.
iv. Carols/order of event/MC etc. Placed on Facebook and 40 copies to be printed 			 Action: Clerk
v. Music and sound. Arranged.
vi. Health & Safety. Arranged.
f) Service of Remembrance report. DW reported that the service had been well attended.
g) New Longframlington Parish Council Website and .gov domain. HugoFox had transferred our data onto the new website. There were several issues to address but due to personal circumstances the Clerk had not had time to follow this through. Clerk to send link to the website to members. Members to submit any comments to him as soon as possible. 
												 Action: Clerk
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of November. None.
b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	05/11/2025
	British Legion Poppy Appeal
	Donation chq no 200383
	50.00

	13/11/2025
	WAGG & Co
	Donation 
	50.00

	13/11/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance - October
	1630.00

	01/12/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE
	110.00

	01/12/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	Salary & Expenses
	464.44

	01/12/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE Month 7 NI Contribution charges
	81.59

	13/11/2025
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	14.62

	
	
	Total
	2400.65



c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 30th November 2025. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 25/11/2025
	
	

	
	Community account
	
	2407.56

	
	Business Saver
	
	30770.50

	
	
	
	
	33178.06

	Less unpresented payments
	01/12/2025
	HMRC
	110.00
	

	 
	01/12/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	464.44
	

	 
	01/12/2025
	HMRC
	81.59
	656.03

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	
	
	
	32522.03

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	32522.03


e) Internal Auditor replacement.  Clerk was now in possession of a shortlist of possible auditors and was to follow up on these. 											 Action: Clerk
f) Issues for Precept and items to be included in Budget for January Parish Council Meeting. Members considered possible additional costs to be included within the budget so that the precept could be set at the January meeting. It was agreed that it was necessary to increase the reserves  by up to £20k to maintain a healthy balance throughout the year. 
												 Action: Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management.
i. Allotment Plan & Plot Reorganisation. TP had  further refined the allotment plan, and this was approved.
ii. Review Allotment fees for forthcoming year. In the light of the revised plan which highlighted that there was no definitive delineation between the size of full and half plots, it had been recommended at the last meeting to set a single uniform fee. Following a long debate concerning the implications of this move, it was agreed to withhold a decision on this matter until the fees were reviewed again in June 2026. SH agreed to produce a model to show cost per square meter for each allotment which would inform the debate. In the meantime, it was agreed, following the recent increase in maintenance costs, to raise the 2026 fees to £25.00 for a full plot and £12.50 for a half plot. 
											           Action: SH/Clerk
iii. Information & Allotment Invoices to tenants.  Invoices to be raised once the water bill had been received and water charges calculated. It was agreed that a meeting of allotment tenants would be held in January to explain the implications of the review of the allotments and to gather their views on the method by which allotment fees would be calculated in future years. Details of the meeting would be included along with the invoice.	 Action: Clerk
b) November Allotment Inspection report. No other issues reported.
c) Maintenance
i. Hedging around Plot 8. Gavin Christie( GC), maintenance contractor, had suggested it would be a cheaper option to dig out the internal hedge and had asked for a site meeting. AG/TP to meet with GC.              Action: Clerk/AG/TP/GC
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly inspection report. None
b) Ongoing Maintenance.
i. Repairs to King George V Playing Field pedestrian and vehicular entrances. Ongoing.
ii. Research Quotes/ for coating brickwork in sports court./ MUGA  modular wall finishes & replacement surface for sports court.  Ongoing
iii. Replacement single rocker. Now installed.
iv. Tennis Nets To be stored.								   Action: DW
v. Sports Court netting  Requires tying back at north end.					   Action: DW
c) King George V Playing Field Entrance Signage. Ongoing.
d) November Sports Courts and playground review of condition and record of equipment report. DW reported all in good order. The original single rocker was to remain in situ for the time being.
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.  
		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	25/02032/FUL
	1 South View Longframlington. Erection of Wooden Garden Shed
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/03068/OUT
	Lightpipe Farm: Outline permission (all matters reserved) for construction of 4no. dwellings.
	Withdrawn
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/00657/PREAPP	
	Land West of Armstrong Grove. Erection of approximately 90no. dwellings
	Decided
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/04366/FUL
	Bramble House 1 The Paddock
	Registered
	No Comment



b) Longframlington Common Felling Plan. Members asked for clarification on which direction traffic to and from the site would travel. No other comments were raised.							 Action: Clerk 
c) Review of Neighbourhood Plan. The appointed planning officer had been invited to the January meeting, but no reply had been received. Clerk to follow up.								Action: Clerk
d) Councillor Training. Nothing further on this. 
e) [bookmark: _Hlk216169658]Northumberland Design Code. Members were asked to consider the document for discussion at the 7th January meeting. 											     Action: All
13) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes interments.  Purchase of Burial Plot: Carole Anne Richardson (Paid in Full). Agreed.
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Review Cemetery Fees for forthcoming year. It was agreed to maintain the current rate of fees.
d) Maintenance. No current issues
14) Action Plan – December 2025. Actions not appearing elsewhere on the agenda.
a) Discuss and formulate next year’s action plan.  It was agreed to move the review of allotment and cemetery fees to June to give sufficient time to implement the changes for the forthcoming year. All other actions were agreed.       Action: Clerk
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee 
a) NCC licence for the wildflower area. Nothing further
b) Biodiversity update: DL had submitted the following written report:
‘It has been too wet to finish scything the allotment, but over 3/4 is done. Over the Christmas holidays, the nearby young families are primed to plant the trees on the dog walking field.’
16) NCC Corporate Performance Report &  Report from Meeting for Town & Parish Councils and agree further action – deferred from last meeting. TP to reported from meeting:
Key Priorities & Updates
· Value for Money: Focus on efficient use of resources, including investments in parks, green spaces, free town centre parking, new leisure facilities, and a £64M superschool in Berwick for SEND & Further Education.
· New Businesses: Announcement of a new data centre at Cambois, with £110M ringfenced for jobs. Efforts ongoing to attract further major businesses. Northumberland Railway Line secured for economic growth. £28M Berwick Maltings project progressing.
· Tackling Inequalities: Emphasis on skills training and job creation. Half of the council’s £1B budget comes from central grants, mainly for public services and supporting an ageing population. Public consultation ongoing until January 2026.
Issues Raised
· Customer Services: Concerns over call centre wait times and staff knowledge. Recruitment and retention issues acknowledged. Four customer service systems shortlisted; aim to consolidate services within two years.
· Land & Transport: Land ownership queries directed to Land Registry. Local Transport Plan considered confusing; focus on safety, maintenance, and future funding. Road resurfacing and traffic calming (including A697 speed cameras) discussed.
· Coastal Erosion: Ongoing issues at Newbiggin-by-the-Sea and other coastal areas. Council responsible for some defences, working with Environment Agency. Plans needed for beach management and ecological considerations. Tourist pressures on coastal environments noted.
· Urban & Environmental: Tree maintenance in Cramlington and urban tree policy discussed. Drainage maintenance ongoing, with four tankers operating and a three-year gully clearance cycle.
· Community Engagement: Reference to NCC’s Facebook page for consultations (closed 5 October 2025). Suggestion to reinstate ‘Ward Walks’ for councillor engagement.
It was agreed that a response to the report be submitted highlighting concerns about speeding on A697 and supporting installation of average speed cameras  and requesting pedestrian crossing in Longframlington.	   	 Action: Clerk
17) Review of internal policies & procedures: Regulatory Framework for Parish Councils. The Clerk had researched local government requirements. There was no single statute that prescribed an exact schedule for reviewing every internal policy for parish councils. Instead, statutory instruments and sector guidance set the legal framework for council powers, meetings, record-keeping and transparency, while councils were expected to adopt and keep up to date the policies they needed to operate lawfully and transparently. Councils must, however, ensure they met statutory obligations that carried specific duties (for example those relating to finance, meetings, records and transparency) and adopt appropriate policies to comply with those duties; adopting, publishing and periodically reviewing such policies was part of good governance and compliance. The procedures agreed at the November 2025 meeting adhered to these principles.
18) [bookmark: _Hlk216169770][bookmark: _Hlk216169813]Review of Community Engagement, Communication and Media strategies  Deferred to next meeting.
19) Consider Village Parking issues raised in Cllr Hoyle’s Parish Council Brief. Deferred to next meeting.
20) [bookmark: _Hlk216169895]Road safety concerns at Fenwick Park  Deferred to next meeting. Clerk to inform resident.			 Action: Clerk
21) Prevent:  Consider issues raised in the Elected Members Handbook Three members  (DL/TP/GA) had already received training/briefing on this matter and were able to advise the Council when and if required.  Therefore, no further action was necessary at the present time.
22) NCCs Renewal of Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) for the control of dogs.  Noted. No further action. 
23) NCCs Winter Services Preparedness and Resilience Report. Noted. No further action.
24) NCCs Definitive Map Modification Order (No 8) 2025 BOAT Nos 28 & 30. Noted. No objection agreed.		 Action: Clerk
25) Any Urgent Business - To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above.
a) [bookmark: _Hlk216259014]Dropped kerbs on main road. A resident had reported that he had to go to the aid of a gentleman in an electric wheelchair who was trying to cross at a ‘designated crossing point close to the Church St. junction’. He had managed to get off the footpath on the eastern side of the road as the kerb had been dropped but the kerb on the other side had not been dropped. This left him stranded in the road as his wheelchair couldn't handle the kerb. The resident was advised to report this on Fix My Street and to clarify exactly which dropped kerb was the issue, so that the Clerk could also report this. No response had been received. However, DW had investigated and thought that this was the dropped kerb adjacent Old School House on the A697 which was raised above the road. Agreed to report this to Highways.	                  											 Action: Clerk
b) [bookmark: _Hlk216169708]North of Tyne Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation  Deferred to next meeting. Members asked to consider the strategy and bring any comments to the  meeting.						 Action: Clerk
26) Agenda Items for Next Meeting
a) Northumberland Design Code.
b) Review of Community Engagement, Communication and Media strategies
c) Road safety concerns at Fenwick Park  
d) North of Tyne Local Nature Recovery Strategy consultation
27) Date of Next Meeting:  WEDNESDAY 7th January 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall
	
The meeting closed at 10.15 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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