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[bookmark: _Hlk131076366][bookmark: _Hlk149499805][bookmark: _Hlk130307470]Notes of the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Climate Change & Biodiversity Steering Committee

Meeting on: 		Tuesday 10th June 2025  
Meeting at:		Brinkburn High House
Meeting Time:	7.30 p.m.
Present:		Brenda Barker (BB), Des Barker (DB), Jane Elphick (JE) Cllr Richard Elphick (RE) Cllr 				Mark Fenwick (MF), Roger Powell, Cllr Jackie Scarpa (JS), Cllr Jamie Whicker (JW) – 				Chair.	
In attendance:	Clerk: Garth Rhodes.

The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m.

1. Apologies. Judith Baker (JB)
2. Notes of Previous Meeting held on Wednesday 8th April 2025. The notes were agreed and unanimously approved as a true record.
3. Matters arising not appearing elsewhere in the agenda. None.
4. Membership of the Committee. Jane (JE) and Richard Elphick (RE) had now joined the Committee. The Chair thanked JE and RE for hosting the meeting.	
5. Financial Report.  WWCF 116 was currently the one remaining active project . All previous projects’ accounts had now been settled and reported upon at previous meetings.

WWCF 116 at 10th June 2025 ( See Appendix 1 for detailed  accounts). Approved.
	Total Grant received to date
	7500.00

	Total Expenditure to date
	8229.91

	Balance of GRANT RECEIVED Remaining
	-729.91

	Expected Expenditure 
	1240.00

	Predicted Underspend 
	530.09



6. Wingates Windfarm Community Fund. JS/JW/Clerk had met with Julia Plinston (WWCF). She was very happy to extend WWCF 116 over the forthcoming year. She was informed that we were not making a further bid at this time until the outcome of the Rothbury Estate was known and that we were hoping to develop our biodiversity work in conjunction with the Wildlife Trusts. It was likely that once we were in a position to move forward on this, we would be pursuing a further substantial request to the WWCF. Julia was hoping to attend the July Biodiversity Information Event and would inform/invite the WWCF committee and Ventient (formerly Infinis), the Windfarm Company.
7. Strand & Project Reports 
i. Hedgelaying. The planned hedge laying programme within WWCF 107 was now complete. Depending upon other calls from the remaining funds held in WWCF107, any remaining money could be possibly used towards a further hedge laying event in the Autumn. David Boyson was to attend the July biodiversity event.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk201657891]Biodiversity Information Event.  Plans for the event ,which was now to take place on Saturday 5th July from 2.00 – 5.00 p.m., were well underway. The event had been extended by 1 hour to enable a longer time for engagement. Representatives to attend included the local owl group, Rothbury Red Squirrels, Simonside Country Fayre, Beekeeper – Ken,  local landowners, PC and parishioners. The event offered the opportunity to liaise with those within and outside the parish on its positive involvement in promoting biodiversity and mindfulness.
iii. River Testing. CRAG AGM was to take place on Tuesday 24th June when all were invited. This meeting would set the scene for forthcoming activity. E-Coli testing had just been introduced and the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst team had submitted their first river water sample for testing. A further year of data collection would provide essential information about the health of the Coquet and its tributaries. Issues discussed included the introduction of kick testing, the identification and eradication of invasive species and the impact of chemical bracken control on the proposed Wards Hill Woodland Creation. (See 8vii below for actions agreed). MF offered access to the Coquet on the Brinkburn Estate for training and testing. The group led by Anne Lowrie in the Felton Fence area to be invited to any training event.
iv. Bird boxes.  A further 120 boxes had now been purchased and in the process of being produced. Awaiting the end of the breeding season towards the latter half of June before placing any further boxes. Awaiting permission to place boxes along Maglin/Tod/Forest Burns. There was an urgent need to educate the new owners of the Rothbury Estate and Natural England that the breeding areas for Curlews were around Wards Hill and not Simonside and the proposal for the new woodland creation was of grave concern. Also, there was a need to liaise with other groups involved in placing bird boxes to agree a coordinated approach, whilst maintaining the groups’ different approaches (See 8 ii & iii below for Actions agreed).
v. Habitat Baseline Survey. Brenda (BB) was trying to get to grips with the QGIS software. It was a steep learning curve. A significant area of the ‘Pink Whale’ had been mapped by JB, but data needed re-checking. BB would benefit from additional support especially from volunteers with QGIS expertise. (See 8iv for Actions agreed). On-the-ground surveying would continue using traditional methods of data collection with the data then being transferred onto QGIS.
vi. Wildflower Areas. The wildflower area in the playground required further seeding as there were areas of bare ground, mainly as a result of the hedgelaying and weather conditions and also creeping buttercup. A discussion was undertaken as to the type of seed required i.e. clay friendly vs local indigenous species. It was agreed that at present local seed was preferable as it would attract insects resident to the area. (See 8v for Actions agreed).
vii. Litter Picking. The regular litter picking along the parish roads were having a significant positive impact. JW to organise further events; area around Weldon Bridge was one key area. (See 8viii for Actions agreed).
viii. Wildlife Pond: potential new project. RE suggested that the introduction of a wildlife pond would be extremely beneficial and impactive. There was much support for this idea and a number of potential sites were discussed. (see 8 vi for Actions agreed). Underspend from WWCF116 could possibly be used towards funding this project.
8. Actions Agreed: 
i. Biodiversity Information Event.  
a) Arrange programme/ refreshments/’presenters’/marquee	/Publicity and invitations; 
b) Purchase of more display boards.							                 Action: JS
ii. To investigate with current Rothbury Estate Land agent their views/approval:
a)     for their plans for woodland development on Wards Hill;
b)     to reinstate water-testing at Pauperhaugh;	
c)     to mount bird boxes along Maglin, Tod and Forest Burns.			        		                Action: RE
iii. To meet with key representatives of Natural England and Wildlife Trusts to:
[bookmark: _Hlk201658770]a)     bring to their attention our concerns regarding the woodland development on Wards Hill including the loss of 	habitat for curlews, skylarks and other endangered species and the chemical bracken control on the proposed  	Wards Hill Woodland Creation;
b)     discuss the reinstatement of water testing at Pauperhaugh;
c)     future collaboration and vision for biodiversity activity on the areas of the Rothbury Estate within the Parish; 
d)	discuss a co-ordinated action for the installation of bird boxes taking into consideration the different philosophical 	and methodological approaches of the various groups involved.			                      Action: JE/RP/JS
iv. QGIS Expertise. To contact JB to ask her if she can suggest possible organisations/people to approach.        Action: JW
v. To buy additional local wildflower seed for the playing field.				                Action: JS
vi. To investigate possible sites and approval arrangements for the creation of a Wildlife pond.	                Action: JS
vii. To discuss/ bring to the attention of CRAG at the AGM on 24th June:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk201655594]the impact of the proposed chemical bracken control in the Wards Hill Woodland Creation;
b) the arrangements for the introduction of and training for kick testing along the Coquet and its tributaries. 
c) the arrangements for the introduction of identification and eradication of invasive species along the Coquet and its tributaries.  									              Action: MF
viii. Litter Picking To organise further events; area around Weldon Bridge was one key area		              Action: JW
8. To review the work of the committee against the BHPCs: Deferred until the next meeting. The Clerk agreed to review the documentation and produce a briefing note, prior to the next meeting, in order to reduce time within the meeting.
i. BHPCs Environmental Policy.
ii. Climate Change and Biodiversity Committee Terms of Reference.
iii. Climate Change & Biodiversity Strategic Plan.						           Action: Clerk
9. In the light of the review discuss next steps. Deferred until the next meeting.
10. To consider implementation of the Biodiversity & Climate Change Protocol & Landowner Agreement Document. This was now complete apart from the litter picking protocol. JW/Clerk to work on this and when completed to incorporate this into the main document and then circulate to the committee.				                     Action: JW/Clerk
11. Volunteering: To receive report updates on Volunteer Information pack. This work was still to be completed due to workload issues. 							                                       Action: JW/Clerk
12. To discuss matters in relation to Communications & Media. JW had submitted update reports to Over the Bridges/FramNews/Longhorsley Tree.
13. Any Other Business. None
14. Date of Next Meeting 	Tuesday 19th August 2025, Longframlington Memorial Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk8392693]Garth Rhodes, Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB,
Tel: 01665 570347 Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net
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