	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		5th November 2025
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Atkinson (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG) , Adelina Goodard(AdG), Shaun Hoyle (SH), Diane Lakey (DL), Dave Wellden (DW) - Chair
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk.

Public Questions
Opened 6.55 p.m.
Question from resident of High Town 
1. Relocation of Grit Bin The grit bin that currently was sited along the wall of the village green opposite the dog walking entrance. The resident raised concerns that parked cars often restrict access during the winter months. They suggested relocating it inside the recycling bin store area. 
PC Response: The grit bin had been placed in its current position in the middle of the incline so that it was very visible to people and allowed them easy access to spread grit onto the road and path. It would not be possible to put the bin into the recycling area as it would not be visible and would mean grit had to be carried further than necessary. Also, access to the recycling area must be maintained for collection lorries and for vehicles and machinery requiring access to the dog walking field.
2. Rothbury Road Junction Visibility The resident had asked whether anything could be done about the hedge within the allotments on the corner of the junction. Although it was regularly trimmed and generally tidy, he felt visibility could be improved if it were cut back further.
PC Response: The PC would ensure that the hedge was kept trimmed. However, it was agreed that this was sufficient to allow sightline visibility and that the hedging operated as an effective traffic calming measure. Therefore, no further action was required.
3. Overhanging Tree Branches  One of the trees within the village green slightly overhung onto the road. When cars were parked adjacent to the allotment wall, the branches occasionally scratched their van. They had requested that these branches be lightly pruned.
PC Response: The grounds maintenance contractor would be asked to remove any branches that overhung onto the road.
Closed 7.02 p.m.

The Meeting opened at 7.03 p.m.

1) Apologies for Absence  Tom Parker (TP). 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 16 below. None. 
3) Declaration of Interests  None. 
4) Gifts & Hospitality  None. 
5) Community Police Report  Written report received: 
Crimes Reported From 1st October-31st October 2025, there have been 5 reports to police, 1 Crimes, 1 transport incidents and 3 Public Safety and welfare concerns, no crimes reported that would have an impact on the wider community. Police asked the public to remain vigilant and to report any suspicious activity.
Anti-social behaviour / Incidents of note: None.
6) County Councillors Report  Cllr Thorne reported the key outcomes from the full County Council meeting which had taken place earlier in the day:
a) Recycling. Government funding had been received to improve recycling within the County. Initially this would involve a pilot in the Southeast, but the intention was to roll it out across the County. The scheme would require a second recycling bin for paper/fibres/card and glass and one for food waste collected on a fortnightly cycle.
b) Sale of the Rothbury Estate. Whilst the County Council was supportive of the biodiversity aims of the Wildlife Trust who were in the process of buying the Estate, it was keen to ensure that the livelihoods of farmers and food security were maintained.
c) The Blyth Data Centre had £110m ring-fenced funding to support new jobs and in developing the industry.
d) Bailiffgate Museum Project had secured funding from the Heritage Lottery fund to site the Museum at Northumberland Hall, Alnwick.
e) Winter Services NCC had acquired a new fleet of road gritters.
f) Fix My Street . The highways reporting system had a backlog of reports and was currently under a major review.
Other Issues and Questions for Cllr Thorne:
1. Hedging along C106 between Christmas Farm and Alnwick Fords required cutting back. TT agreed to request that Highways carry out this work.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk213842498]Footpath to the North of Healeycote View (see item 21)  TT agreed to speak with NCC about the possibility and requirements/ for an upgrade of the footpath.
3. Area in front of Commonwealth Bus Stop/Running Fox. TT had acquired help to maintain this area.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting   The minutes of the meeting held 1st October were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GA, Seconded DL, All in Favour).



8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic management
i. Speeding at North End of the village.  Highways had agreed to carry out speed surveys the following week, at both ends of the village as requested. The equipment would have to be installed 150 metres within the existing 30mph speed limit, otherwise the police would not consider the data should it meet the relevant criteria for further enforcement. 
ii. Speed Indicator (SID) South End  Unipart/Dorman had quoted £650 for a site visit to fix the current indicator, plus cost of repair and parts. Clerk had consulted Highways who advised we replace the current system, as it would be uneconomical to repair. They recommended the ELAN City (EC) system. A comparison on cost and performance had been undertaken by the Clerk and EC had come out best. NCC had obtained a quote of £2500 for the replacement and had agreed they would install. Cllr Thorne kindly agreed to fund the replacement indicator from the Members Local Improvement Scheme budget.							 Action: Clerk
b) Drains A697 Front Street. Highways had programmed the cleaning of the drainage system along the A697 in the village.
c) Longframlington Parish Map. The printed versions were presented and further design work was ongoing .   Action: GA/SH
d) Actions following Village Inspection:
i. Hall Hill Path. Underway.
ii. Dog Walking Field replacement seat. Completed.
iii. Seat and maintenance of grass adjacent old Dennis Common garage site.  Seat now moved and grass had been cut.
iv. Dog Bin adjacent telephone exchange A697. Bin now secure. No further action.
e) Arrangements for Christmas Tree and Lighting Ceremony
i. Purchase of tree  Michael Lishman had kindly agreed to donate the Christmas Tree. DW/SH to arrange pick up and erection.									              Action: DW/SH
ii. Test Xmas lights and order replacements where necessary. 					   Action: DW
iii. Mince pies and mulled wine  Arranged. Carr’s Corner and Village Inn to be reminded week prior.	     Action: SH
iv. Carols/order of event. GA had produced drafts of poster and carol sheet. Agreed to include QR code on poster to access online carol sheet. Poster to be sited around village and in FramNews. Smaller number of carol sheets to be printed off this year.								          Action: GA/Clerk
v. Music and sound.  DL to ask Stephen Buckly to play organ. DW/SH to organise keyboard/sounds. Action: DL/DW/SH
vi. Health & Safety 								               Action: SH/TP
f) Service of Remembrance arrangements Donation of £50 agreed. DW to lay wreath and represent the PC.	 Action: DW
g) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) Review  & Annual Inspection of Emergency Action Grab Bag. The LEAP meeting had agreed:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk214108801][bookmark: _Hlk214111457]To produce an article on Winter Emergency Preparations & Call for Volunteers  (Appendix 2:) to be published in the FramNews and social media. Agreed that this be placed in FramNews every November and Annual Action List. 												Action: Clerk
ii. LMH to investigate red plug for generator
iii. LMH to ask committee members to become volunteers
h) Reply to Chair Bywell Parish Council re Northumberland NALC support DW to send note to PC Chairs’ forum. 											          Action: DW/Clerk
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of October. Approved.
	01/10/2025
	P Smith 
	Payment for damage to tank turn fence
	68.00

	16/10/2025
	Strettle
	Memorial Application Graham Fremlin
	100.00

	
	
	Total
	168.00



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	01/10/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Repairs to tank turn fence
	68.00

	01/10/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance - Aug.
	660.00

	04/10/2025
	Marmax
	Replacement bench - dog walking field
	516.00

	07/10/2025
	Earth Anchors Ltd
	x 3 Wheelistat & fixings
	636.00

	22/10/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE Month 3 NI Contribution charges
	102.58

	22/10/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE Month 6 NI Contribution charges
	91.41

	02/10/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE
	192.40

	02/10/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	Salary & Expenses
	808.18

	20/10/2025
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	16.67

	02/11/2025
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	Room Hire/Schools project/LEAP
	19.50

	02/11/2025
	NCC 009301313448
	Extra Grass Cuts
	588.43

	
	
	Total
	3699.17



c) Requests for donations.  Donation to Wag & Co. approved. (Proposed GA, Seconded DL, All in Favour)	 Action: Clerk

d) Bank Reconciliation to 2nd November 2025. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements on 24th October 2025
	£

	Community account
	5760.69

	Business Saver
	30770.50

	
	
	
	36531.19

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	

	02/10/2025
	HMRC
	192.40
	

	02/10/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	808.18
	

	02/11/2025
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	19.50
	

	02/11/2025
	NCC 009301313448
	588.43
	1608.51

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	

	Balance
	
	
	34922.68

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	34922.68



e) Internal Audit.  The Interim Audit had been completed and there were no issues to bring to the attention of the PC. Unfortunately, after many years our Auditor, Pater Basnett was retiring at the end of this financial year. The Council would now need to find a replacement. This would be no easy matter as there were very few people who possessed the necessary financial and local government skills and knowledge to do this work.  DW to write to PC Chairs’ Forum and Clerk to contact Northumberland NALC and SLCC.					          Action: DW/Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management.
i. Follow up actions from Allotment Inspection. All plots requiring attention had been brought up to standard. 
ii. Next steps: Allotment Plan & Plot Reorganisation. TP had produced a scaled drawing of the allotments. It was agreed to follow his recommended revised numbering system. As there was no standardisation of size across the allotments it was agreed that the fairest and most workable  system would be to have one uniform fee for a plot. Fees to be reviewed at the December meeting.							     Action: TP
iii. November Allotment Inspection.  Inspection arrangements to be agreed.			                Action: AG/TP
b) Maintenance. It was agreed to bring the height of the hedge around Plot 8 down to top of fence. Quote to be obtained from the maintenance contractor.								 Action: Clerk
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly inspection report. No issues to report.
b) Ongoing Maintenance.
i. Repairs to King George V Playing Field pedestrian and vehicular entrances. Ongoing
ii. Removal of bin stores and replacement of x3 wheelie bin security posts and bins. Completed
c) Research Quotes/ for coating brickwork in sports court./ MUGA  modular wall finishes & replacement surface for sports court. SH had arranged for several contractors to provide quotes. To be discussed at the next meeting. Funding issues would be discussed at the January meeting.							Action: Clerk
d) Replacement single rocker. Delivered and due to be installed.
e) King George V Playing Field Entrance Signage.  Awaiting the design work for the parish maps.	               Action: GA/SH
f) November Sports Courts and playground review of condition and record of equipment. 			   Action: DW
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting 
		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	25/02032/FUL
	1 South View Longframlington. Erection of Wooden Garden Shed
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/03068/OUT
	Lightpipe Farm: Outline permission (all matters reserved) for construction of 4no. dwellings.
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/00657/PREAPP	
	Land West of Armstrong Grove. Erection of approximately 90no. dwellings
	Registered
	See below

	LPC object to the proposal for the following reasons:
1. Consistency with the Local Development Plan:
The proposed development sits outside the Parish Boundary as set out in the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan 2021-2026. The village has seen an unsustainable increase in housing development in recent years, without a corresponding improvement of infrastructure. 
The plan in 2021 stated that when all the houses with planning permission were built, the village would see an increase in housing of approximately 63% since 2013. This figure would be significantly greater if all current approved development was taken into consideration.
Currently there are many new and existing properties which remain unsold in the village
The Council believes that we have met projected need and there is insufficient evidence of demand for a further significant increase in housing.
2. Highway Safety and Traffic Concerns  
The proposed development would result in a substantial increase in traffic on the A697 which is already heavily used. There will be a further increase in the numbers of vehicles entering and exiting the existing junction onto the A697. This will be exacerbated during the construction phase. The Council is concerned about the impact on:
· Road safety, particularly for pedestrians and cyclists, especially given the nature of the narrow footpaths along the A697.
· Inadequacy of parking provision particularly around the junction of the A697/Rothbury Road adjacent to local amenities including village store, doctors’ surgery, café, pub, hairdressers, church. This area already has a serious  problem of congestion throughout the day. The proposed development is approximately 1 km from these amenities, and therefore it is inevitable that many of its residents would use motor vehicles to access these amenities, thus adding significantly to the problem. 
3. Environmental and Drainage Issues
There are concerns about the adequacy of drainage and the potential for increased flood risk, given the known issues in this area. Drainage within the village, despite existing mitigation, is an ongoing problem. The development would also result in the loss of green space, which is valued by the community. Increased use of motor vehicles for short local journeys will add significantly to carbon emissions.
4. Impact on Local Infrastructure
The Council is concerned that local infrastructure, including schools and GP surgery, will not be able to accommodate the additional demand generated by the development.


b) Feedback on actions following meeting with NCC Planning: 
i. Consider Review of Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  Rob Naples (RN) had been appointed by NCC to provide guidance on reviewing the NP and his paper was considered at the meeting. This was well received and the members felt it would be beneficial to meet with Rob early in the New Year to discuss this matter further in order for them to:
•	further explore the options and implications in the paper
•	understand more on what would be required to update the current plan
•	the implications for doing/not doing an update.
•	find out the extent of support from NCC
•	What, if anything, the PC would need in terms of additional expert assistance and the likely cost of this.
Clerk to invite RN to a meeting immediately prior to the January PC meeting.			Action: Clerk
ii. Councillor Training  NCC Planning were in the process of putting together a training programme which would include issues regarding recent changes in national planning regulations. PC would be informed when this was available.
13) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes interments. None
b) Memorial applications. Graham Fremlin. Paid in Full. Agreed.
c) Maintenance. None.
14) Action Plan – November 2025. Actions not appearing elsewhere on the agenda.
a) [bookmark: _Hlk214111118]Review of internal policies & procedures . In the past Chair and Clerk had undertaken this during November. However due to the pressure of other work this was no longer possible. It was agreed to review monthly any internal policies & procedures which required attention, rather than reviewing all documents at one time. Annual Action Plan to be adjusted accordingly. Clerk to check local government regulations on reviewing policy and procedures.		 Action: Clerk
b) FramNews Report –. Deadline Friday 14th November. AG agreed to write the report. To include:
i. Xmas Tree lighting event Sun 7th December
ii. Dog Walking bench
iii. New bins on Green including one adjacent football pitch
iv. West of Armstrong Grove Planning application 
v. LEAP Call to Action & submit all to Fram News					   Action: AG/Clerk/GA
c) Check quotes for electricity for sportscourt. Currently in Year 1 of three year contract.
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report 
a) NCC licence for the wildflower area. Nothing further on this at present.
b) Wildflower areas. Scything of wildflowers ongoing. The members were disappointed  to hear that the Armstrong Grove management committee had agreed to revert the area set aside to wildflowers  to daffodils.
c) Tree planting. Planting was imminent.
16) New Longframlington Parish Council Website and .gov email.  The PC were now signed up with HugoFox(HF) and the .gov domain had been registered. Hugo Fox (HF) were now ready to begin developing the database. As a first step they would transfer the Website in its entirety.  Further amendments/additions would be able made later at a more leisurely pace. Agreed. 											 Action: Clerk
17) NCC Corporate Performance Report &  Report from Meeting for Town & Parish Councils and agree further action. It was agreed at the last meeting that TP attend the special meeting regarding the CCP. As TP was not in attendance agreed  to defer this matter until the next meeting.								 Action: Clerk
18) [bookmark: _Hlk213072666]Fund Raising and Use of Funds for Village Play/Sports facilities. Agreed to defer until January meeting.		 Action: Clerk
19) Review of Community Engagement, Communication and Media strategies. Agreed to further defer until December Council meeting.											 Action: Clerk
20) Cllr Hoyle’s Parish Council Brief  Members discussed the contents of the brief and thanked SH for his valuable work. It was agreed to take forward the matters unresolved to forthcoming meetings:
a) Village Parking  to be considered on 3rd December 2025.
b) Review of Community Engagement, Communication and Media strategies to be considered on 3rd December 2025.
c) Project Management & Subcontractor Oversight of works being carried out.  Procedures were already in place to address these issues.
d) Proposed Fundraising Events Longframlington Community Fund  2026 to be considered on 7th January 2026.
e) Martyn’s Law Requirements for Future Events to be considered on 7th January 2026.
21) Footpath to the North of Healeycote View (Appendix 7).  An enquiry had been received from a resident asking if there was funding to address the problems of the muddy path North of Healeycote View (approx. 450 m). The resident was willing to lead a fund raising campaign and group of volunteers to upgrade the path. This was a matter that has been raised on several occasions. TT has previously informed the PC that the footpath land was not owned by NCC. The path had been the focus of a significant project run by NCC several years ago, but the problems persist. Members were grateful for this matter being brought to their attention and for the offer of help. The Council agreed to pursue this matter further. It first required clarification from the County Council (CC)) concerning ownership of the land, and what were the possibilities and requirements for its upgrade. Councillor Thorne had agreed to take this up with the CC. Once land ownership was confirmed, permission would need to be sought to take forward the actual mechanics of raising funds and doing the work. 
											            Action: TT/Clerk 
22) New Felton sewage treatment catchment area project (Appendix 8). Thirston Parish Council had been in touch concerning a Northumbria Water £47m development to upgrade the sewage system which included Longframlington. Agreed to be kept informed.										 	 Action: Clerk
23) Any Urgent Business – None.
24) Agenda Items for Next Meeting
a) Review Allotment Fees
b) Village Parking
c) Review of Community Engagement, Communication and Media strategies
d) Prevent: Terrorism documentation
e) NCC Corporate Performance Report
25) Date of Next Meeting:  	WEDNESDAY 3rd December 2025 at 7.00 p.m. Longframlington Memorial Hall
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