	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING
Meeting on:		3rd September 2025
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Andrew Gawn (AG) Diane Lakey (DL), Adelina Goodard(AdG) Tom Parkin (TP), Dave Wellden (DW) - Chair
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT),  Clerk.

1) Apologies for Absence  None received.
2) [bookmark: _Hlk207271171]Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 16 below  None. 
3) Declaration of Interests  DL – New School.
4) Gifts & Hospitality  None. 
5) Community Police Report- unable to attend A 697 Pedestrian Crossing but submitted a written report:
‘Please do pass on concerns surrounding door to door sellers doing the rounds in the local areas (not just Longframlington).  More to be vigilant and an awareness that individuals are going about trying to sell door to door without the correct pedlar’s certification. These are usually ex-prisoners who are charging excessive prices for dusters etc…These individuals do prey on vulnerable or elderly residents and are sometimes aggressive in their manner or behaviour which can pressure persons into purchasing items from them. If in doubt or any concern is raised, please encourage residents to report them to Police’
6) County Councillors Report  Cllr Thone (TT) addressed the following issues:
a) A697 Pedestrian Crossing TT had a rethink about the use of monies from the Members Local Improvement Scheme (MLIS). Rather than using this for village welcome signs, he proposed that the total monies available within the MLIS allocated to him, for the next two years, be allocated towards the installation of a pedestrian crossing on the A697, (given that as a major highway it was not possible to implement 20 m.ph. speed limits on the A697 through the village). He believed that this was the number one priority for the village’s forthcoming Local Transport Plan. This priority had heightened with the increasing number of households in the village. He asked the PC for their agreement to this proposal. All were in favour. He agreed to meet with NCC Highways to explore how this could be achieved.            	       Action TT
b) Review of the Northumberland Local Plan With the push from government for more housing, NCC were looking to further sites for development in the County. He believed that Longframlington had done more than enough to support housing development, and it was in danger of losing its sense of identity as a village. There was concern that developers would be looking to acquire the land beyond Armstrong Close and that this should be resisted. He urged the Parish Council to reject further large scale development and make its feelings clear to the County Council. It would be given the opportunity to do this through the Review consultation process.						                  Action: Clerk
c) Gate to the Commonwealth Grave Cemetery in the corner of the Green. It was hoped that this would be in position soon.
d) Drains along Front Street A697.  Whilst some stretches of the drainage grids along the A697 had been cleared those on Front Street needed to be done. TT to take this up with Highways. Members to send reports via ‘Fix My Street’ 
Action TT/All
e) New School Build. Following the production of the report from the Education Department, TT had spoken with officers of our concerns. He felt that if any progress was to be made it would need the strength of a bigger committee with greater representation from people who would have a vested interest in  the school. This matter was discussed further under Item 15.
f) Longframlington Catchment area for school placements. The PC had received correspondence from a resident in Meadow View (which sits outside the Longframlington Catchment area for school placements). This meant that they were within the Swarland Catchment area, and their children would progress from Swarland School to Alnwick for secondary education. She would like her children to go to through the three-tier system via Dr Thomlinson Middle and then to KEVI. Whilst it was likely that she would get places through the three tier system, they would not get free school transport (presumably NCC would provide free transport to Alnwick, possibly by taxi). There were several other properties within the village which were in the same position. She had also contacted Cllr Thorne. TT said he had communicated with NCC Education about this matter and had written to the resident to explain that the Education Department were immovable about the issue of changing school boundaries or allowing  discretion for those living just over the boundary, and that the information she had already received would be their final decision. Apparently, this was the approach NCC takes throughout the County. TT also indicated that an approach to NCC from the PC would not change their decision.
TT left at 7.56 p.m.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 2nd July were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded AG, All in Favour).
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Councillor Vacancy.  There was still one vacancy on the PC. The last applicant had not applied as he stated  he did not meet one of the necessary criteria. Clerk had written to the Elections office for clarity regarding the co-option of members following an election. He was informed by them that after all out elections, providing the parish had a quorum, the Parish Council may co-opt to fill the vacancies remaining unfilled. The 35 days limit was only set for the principal council i.e. NCC (not the Parish Council). The advice given by NALC was incorrect on this matter. Clerk had written to NALC but received no response. This means that he PC was not limited by time to make co-options following an election.
b) Longframlington Welcome Signs A697. In the light of TT’s recommendation regarding the funding for this it was agreed to defer further discussion until the next meeting.
c) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet & Community Engagement. The booklet had been uploaded onto the LPC webpage. Item to be taken off the agenda.
d) Report from meeting regarding ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments concerning:
i. Planning Issues : Stage 1 Complaint re provision of pavement and street lighting C106 Alnwick Fords Road. 
ii. Highways : Traffic Calming measures at A697 North and South entry to Village. 
DW/Ag reported that the meeting with Viv Cartmell (VC) Planning Area Manager (North) had been very successful. The following actions/issues were agreed:
· The Traffic Calming measures at A697 North and South entry to Village were now in place.
· As there were no planning made planning decisions with respect to the street lighting and pavement issues on the C106, there was no benefit in pursuing this matter as a Planning Issue. If the PC wanted to take this matter further, it should do so as a highways issue. This could possibly be pursued as part of the PC’s LTP priorities 2026 -2028.
· VC welcomed a continued  positive relationship with the Parish Council and to enable things to move more quickly and efficiently that any planning issues of concern be directed through her in the first instance.
· That members would benefit from some further training and education on planning matters, particularly in light of current national and county developments. The problem of the constraints under which the Planning Authority operates being one such issue which would be beneficial for parish councillors to know more about. 
· That it was important for Longframlington to review and update its Neighbourhood Plan so that it remains relevant and effective.
It was agreed to write to VC to thank her for the valuable meeting and to ask her to provide information about training available through NCC, how the PC can express it’s views about future planning within the village and for how to access advice to enable a review of the current Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  The review of the NP to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 								 		Action: Clerk
e) Longframlington Parish Map. The LMH had agreed to the display of an A2 sized map/deeds in the hall. DW to meet GA to progress this matter.								               Action DW/GA
f) Village Inspection:
i. Hall Hill Path: Replacement of gates and laying of gravel. The path between A697 and the Green was well used by dog walkers and families. The gates at both ends had been removed as they had rotted away. This was a significant health and safety risk, particularly for small children and especially at the A697 end. Also, the path becomes very muddy in the winter. Gravel had been laid but this has disappeared under the mud. It was agreed to ask the maintenance contractor (GC)to quote for replacing the gates and how to address the problem with the muddy path and to provide a quote for this.								 Action: Clerk
ii. Seat on Dog Walking Field.  The seat is nearing its end of its life and will probably need replacing soon. Clerk to obtain quotes for its replacement,							                  Action: Clerk
iii. Seat and maintenance of grass adjacent old Dennis Common garage site. This seat had been moved during the building of the two houses. The developer had agreed to move it back after completion, but this had not been done, and the company had now gone into liquidation. There was previously an agreement with the garage that they maintain the grassed area along the Rothbury Road and Church St footpaths and so NCC did not cut this area at present. Clerk to ask GC to quote for moving the seat back and to discuss reinstating the grass cutting in this area with NCC Local Services.							 		 Action: Clerk
iv. Repairs to King George V Playing Field entrances. DW/Clerk had inspected the pedestrian entrances, and two were clear health and safety risks. Also ,the mortar had come away at one side of the main entrance. Agreed to obtain a quote for this work. 									 Action: Clerk
v. Dog Bin adjacent telephone exchange A697. This has been temporarily fixed with plastic ties onto the fence, possibly during installation of the new telephonic distribution boxes. The ties at the top had snapped. The bin needs to be fixed more securely.									   Action: DW
g) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) Review.  The revisions to the LEAP were now complete and had been checked by the NCC Civil Contingencies team. Meeting to be set up of the LEAP committee to rehearse procedures. 												 Action: Clerk
h) Graham Fremlin Memorial. Members were able to view the memorial slate. DW/DL to agree the selection of the two trees with Helen and finalise arrangements for them and the memorial to be installed.			Action: Clerk
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of July and August Approved.

	09/07/2025
	G P Rhodes
	Donation members/clerk: Fremlin Memorial
	110.00



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.

	05/07/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance - June
	194.00

	15/07/2025
	A1 Events
	Balance Bouncy Castle etc End of year Party
	1394.10

	22/07/2025
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Norton Driver updater
	49.99

	22/07/2025
	Northumberland CAB
	Donation
	50.00

	01/08/2025
	Playsafety Ltd
	RoSPA inspection
	168.00

	01/08/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE
	105.80

	01/08/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	Salary & Expenses
	426.08

	01/08/2025
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	18.48

	27/06/2025
	ICO
	Annual Data protection fee 
	47.00

	04/08/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance - July
	841.00

	11/08/2025
	HMRC
	Outstanding Employers NI Contribution
	27.12

	20/08/2025
	P Morgan GBP SWARCO
	VAS North End Annual  Maintenance Contract
	349.16

	20/08/2025
	Callum Lawn
	x2 Sports afternoons
	260.00

	18/08/2025
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	3.30

	13/08/2025
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	15.90

	31/08/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE
	94.00

	31/08/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	Salary & Expenses
	379.29

	
	
	Total
	4423.22



c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st August 2025. Approved.

	Balance per bank statements as at 22 August 2025
	£

	
	Community account
	
	4474.82

	
	Business Saver
	
	30668.70

	
	
	
	
	35143.52

	Less unpresented payments
	HMRC
	PAYE
	94.00
	

	
	Garth Rhodes 
	Salary & Expenses
	379.29
	

	 
	
	
	
	473.29

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	34670.23

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	34670.23



e) Employers National Insurance Contributions. The HMRC software had failed to deduct the employer’s national Insurance contribution and therefore there were outstanding payments totalling £136.04 . However, the monthly amounts paid to HMRC for tax prior to each quarter show on their account as a credit and the actual amount owing was only £27.10. This had now been paid. Each quarter the Clerk will need to check manually as to what is owed in NI employers’ contributions.									                  	Action: Clerk
f) 2025/2026 Pay Award and Salary Review
i. Local Government Association has reached an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026.  The members agreed to implement the award from 1st April 2025 at the new rate (on the current spinal point SCP 12) of £14.82 p.h.; an increase of £0.36 p.h. 						 Action: Clerk
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk181608383]The annual incremental pay review for 24/25 for the Clerk was not considered in February 2025 (at the anniversary of  appointment). Members agreed an incremental rise SCP 13 backdated to February 2025  (24/25 rate for February/March of £14.60 at the 25/25 rate of £15.06 p.h. from April.)
iii. Home working.  Since starting in 2017, Clerk had been claiming £3.00 per month for homeworking. This rate had been agreed prior to 2012. This rate was insufficient to cover for the outlay for telephone/internet/heating and lighting and space used for council work. Currently HMRC allowed a flat rate (where no receipts were required) up to £6 per week (same as full-time) for home working allowance, which applied regardless of hours worked, where the employer required the worker to work from home. The Council agreed to the weekly flat rate of £6.00.	Action: Clerk
g) Request for replacement printer and Microsoft Office software. 
i. Printer.  It was agreed to replace the office printer as it was beyond repair with a Canon MAXIFY GX4050 inkjet(c £370). DW/Clerk had undertaken a comparison of replacement small office printers and the GX model came out best for overall performance and low running costs Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst PC had committed £100, as a donation, towards printing costs, which would be used towards the purchase of the  new printer. 		 Action: Clerk
ii. Microsoft Office Software. Microsoft had announced that the current Office 2019 software would no longer be supported or updated from October. Members agreed to purchase Microsoft Office 365 Personal at the current price of £84.99 p.a.									Action: Clerk
h) Allotment Inspection Report.  The inspection had been undertaken. There were two allotments which appeared not to have been cultivated this year and were overgrown. A further two were partially cultivated, and one which had a glass cloche, contravening allotment rules. Clerk to write to the plot holders giving them four weeks to get their plots in order. 
i) Management. There are three people on the waiting list, one of which has already been allocated 5b for 2026. Discussion was held about whether full size plots were too big for some tenants. There was agreement to consider when the re-numbering of plots was undertaken to reduce the standard size of a plot to the current half-plot size and allow tenants no more than two ‘new-sized’ plots. There was also a discussion whether it would be beneficial to include a communal plot/area for young people and those unable to take on the responsibility of a plot of their own. Another possibility was to set up an Allotment Association which would manage the allotments. Members felt that these issues may best discussed at a plot holders meeting, prior to any decisions being taken. It was agreed to discuss this matter further at the next meeting. Agreement on a way forward would need to be reached prior to the issuing of allotment invoices for 2026 which would be undertaken in December.
j) Maintenance.  The fencing around 17a & 17b and the gate to the dog walking field had been renewed.
10) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly inspection report. No issues.
b) RoSPA Inspection Report – Follow up. The report was favourable with only minor issues to be followed up and /or monitored.										    Action DW
[bookmark: _Hlk209092780]The ROSPA reported that the bin stores in the playground needed attention. DW & Clerk had inspected and recommended their removal as the wood was rotten, and they were becoming unsightly with rubbish being dropped into the store and not the bin. It was agreed to gain quotes for the bins to be sited on wheelie bin security posts set on concrete/paving. One of the four of the bins to be re-sited adjacent the football pitch. Agreed that quotes be requested and advice from NCC Local Services sought.						          Action: Clerk/DW
c) Ongoing Maintenance.
i. Replacement of rotten stump on balance trails. Agreed no further action to be taken as not mentioned in ROSPA report. To be removed from the agenda
ii. Tail on horse rocker.  Agreed to obtain quotes and purchase of replacement through delegated powers.
												 Action: Clerk
iii. Coating/cladding for brickwork & surface replacement to sports court. It was agreed to talk with Stuart Hoyle and Stuart Arkle as to whether this would be a possible use of funding raised through the Fun Day and Beer Festival. Matched funding from  a lottery grant or equivalent could also be a possibility.	          	        Action: Clerk/DW
d) King George V Playing Field Entrance Signage. This is awaiting the designs being produced. 		    Action: GA
e) Summer Sports Sessions. The sessions had been successful, the later one was much better attended. It was agreed that these should be repeated next year but both events held towards the latter stages of the summer holiday, when more young people were around.									     Action: DL 
11) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting including:
		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	25/01228/FUL
	Land East Of Villa Lane Farm
	Withdrawn
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/01916/FUL
	Meadow Lodge Longframlington Single storey side extension.
	Permitted
	No Objection

	25/02032/FUL
	1 South View Longframlington. Erection of Wooden Garden Shed
	Registered
	No Comment.

	25/02121/LBC
	Embleton Hall Front Street; Listed Building Consent for removal of unsympathetic door canopies and alteration of door opening into window opening
	Permitted
	 Support the application

	25/03068/OUT
	Lightpipe Farm: Outline permission (all matters reserved) for construction of 4no. dwellings.
	Registered
	See below


	Whilst the Parish Council (PC) has no objection to the application for the construction of 4no. dwellings on this infill site, it does have some serious concerns, which it believes need to be addressed prior to this application being awarded planning consent:
1. Highways
The proposed site plan shows access between the busy C106 Alnwick Fords to Newton-on-the-Moor Road and the development through the existing entrance This entrance is already a serious traffic hazard, and particularly now that the entrance to St Laurence Court sits virtually directly opposite the Lightpipe Farm entrance. Not only is this entrance extremely narrow, but no provision has been made for pedestrian entry onto the site, nor pedestrian access along the C106 between the Lightpipe Farm development and Brinkburn Place. The proposed entry arrangements, justified on ecological and aesthetic grounds, have kept the dense trees and bushes on either side of the existing entrance, thus resulting the loss of a clear sight line for both traffic and pedestrians entering from and exiting onto the C106.  The lack of suitable pedestrian access goes against current thinking to encourage people out of their cars and to encourage them to walk or cycle on short local journeys.
For approval to be given the Parish Council would expect that planning conditions would require:
1.1. A significantly wider entrance with both vehicular and pedestrian access onto the development.  This would certainly reduce the proposed parking areas on the site.
1.2. Removal of the trees and bushes adjacent the entrance to the development, with compensatory tree and bush replanting elsewhere on the site
1.3. Installation of a pedestrian footpath on south side of C106 between the Lightpipe Farm development and Brinkburn Place. This would mean pedestrians would have direct access to A697 and village amenities without having to cross C106 at a potentially dangerous junction and reduce the then take a more difficult footpath onto the A697 north of the village. This  current footpath adjacent St Laurence Court is unsuitable for the elderly, disabled and those with prams or wheelchairs. 
2.Ecology.  The further assessments highlighted in the various ecological reports e.g. bat populations, be completed and that all ecological requirements be met.
3.Future Development. The PC is seriously concerned that the proposed road plan, through the development, provides the opportunity for further development south of the current site. This is currently arable land and sits outside of the village boundary,(as laid down within the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan). It should be noted that the Parish Council would strongly oppose any such development.


b) Roseworth Cottage Longframlington  APPEAL.  Only one comment received from members, therefore, no comment was able to be submitted.
c) Low Town Woodland Management Plan proposal. This was previously circulated. The proposal was concerned with light thinning of the trees, to improve light levels and to encourage natural regeneration. No objection.	
12) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes interments. None.
b) Memorial applications. None.
c) Maintenance. No issues currently.
13) Action Plan – September 2025. 
a) FramNews Report:  Items to be included:
i) Councillor Vacancy
ii) School building
iii) Wildflower area licence
iv) Gritting and grit bins
v) End of year school party/beer festival							   Action: DW
14) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee Report 
a) NCC licence for the wildflower area.  An update from NCC should have been provided for the last meeting but was unavailable. Clerk had asked for a further update for this meeting, but this had not been received. Clerk to contact NCC again, to insist on a response.								 Action: Clerk
b) Wildflower areas. Areas in the village will be scythed in the forthcoming weeks. GC to be asked to cut down the area in the cemetery extension.								            Action: DL/Clerk
c) Tree planting. Awaiting better planting weather .							     Action: DL
15) School Community Project Committee Report. Following the earlier discussion with Cllr Thorne, the members discussed at some length how it wished to proceed. Whilst acknowledging that it was laudable to pursue the best education facilities for the children of the village, it must be recognised the current county council education plan, and its associated funding clearly did not include a proposal for building a new state-of-the-art primary school to replace the existing Swarland School. All agreed that there were no issues regarding the standard of education provided at the school, the quality of its teachers and that pupils and Ofsted appear content with the current arrangements.  It was clear that the County Council was firmly of a view to keep things as they were. The PC recognised that without a groundswell of opinion from parents and potential parents to improve the buildings to modern standards, that with the prospective falling pupil numbers and lack of available funding, there was insufficient evidence to persuade the County Council to agree to a new build. It was therefore agreed, by a majority decision, not to pursue the matter further at this time and that the current Schools Project Committee be dissolved. The members thanked all members of the Committee, past and present for all their energy, enthusiasm, time and effort. A letter be sent informing the committee of the Council’s decision and this information to be included in the next FramNews PC report.								                           	          Action: DW/Clerk
16) Swarland School Catchment Area Boundaries: Letter from resident.  Following on from the earlier discussion with Cllr Thorne it was agreed to write to the resident expressing the PCs sympathies but indicating that it was unable to help with the issue. However, to suggest two possible actions:
I. To apply for their children to attend Dr Thomlinson C of E School on religious grounds, but this option was only open to people who are C of E. 
II. If they were successful in gaining a place in the Cheviot Learning Trust route ( Dr T’s and KEVI) then they could apply to NCC for concessionary travel. 								Action: Clerk
17) Update on Model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. Clerk had written to Northumberland NALC for advice regarding the adoption of the NALC 2025 Model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and whether Northumberland NALC were going to produce an abridged version for small councils, (like the ones adopted in 2015), as the 2025 were lengthy and onerous for small councils. They advised adoption, as the new regulations addressed recent legislation and gender neural nomenclature. They said Northumberland NALC had no current plans to produce abridged models. Further advice was taken from David Francis (member of NALC’s national smaller councils committee) who said that the national committee had begun to prepare several model documents and guides specifically for smaller councils, with the intention of publishing these on the National ALC website. Work on the production had begun, using the current Northumberland model as a starting point. He suggested not to adopt the new National ALC models, as they were far too complicated for a small council such as Longframlington. Members agreed to wait for the proposed national models for smaller councils rather than adopting the new 2025 versions.
18) Villa Lane holiday park: Cutting back of trees and hedges We have received an email from a resident of Simonside Drive concerned about the cutting down of trees and hedges adjacent to the holiday park. It was agreed to report this on Fix My Street and to write to ask the holiday park to tidy up the area.			          		        Action AdG/Clerk
19) NCC Corporate Performance Report (CPP) & Meeting for Town & Parish Councils. NCC had produced their CCP for the next four years and the letter from Cllr Glen Sanderson (GS), Leader, invited PCs to respond. AdG/TP to attend  a special meeting regarding the CCP and to report back at the next meeting. AdG to confirm attendance with NCC. 	             Action: AdG/TP
20) NCC Local Transport Three-Year Plan (LTP).  NCC were to move to a 3-year planning cycle for the LTP. As there were significant changes, NCC were providing  an information event. The Northern meeting to be held Monday 29th September 18.00-19.30 St James Church Centre – Alnwick. DW/TP to attend.  The three parish priorities to be agreed at the next meeting. 										   	  Action: Clerk/DW/TP
21) Any Urgent Business – None
22) Items for the next meeting:
a) Village Entrance Welcome Signage
b) KGV Entrance Signage
c) Next steps in Allotment Plan & Plot Reorganisation
d) Consider Review of Neighbourhood Plan
e) Councillor Training
f) Xmas tree and arrangements for lighting event
g) LTP Priorities
h) Consider quotes for maintenance work and replacement seat
23) Date of Next Meeting:  WEDNESDAY 1st OCTOBER 2025 at 7.00 p.m. Longframlington Memorial Hall


Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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