

	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		4th February 2026
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington.
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Atkinson (GA), Shaun Hoyle (SH), Diane Lakey (DL),Tom Parkin (TP), Dave Wellden (DW) – Chair.
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), two members of the public, Clerk.


The Meeting opened at 7.02 p.m.

Question from resident to be discussed before start of meeting. A resident had submitted a written question asking the Parish Council what could be done about the  many hedges and trees overlapping the pathway in Church Street which was blocking the way for wheelchair users. They also asked if a more permanent arrangement could be made for the dropped kerb on the Rothbury Road at the eastern corner of t St Mary’s churchyard as the temporary  bollards kept getting damaged. She also asked if the  weeds on the pavements were to be sorted this year. These were all matters for the County Council. Cllr Thorne agreed to take up the matter with NCC regarding the hedges and the clerk to write to Highways with respect to the issues relating to the dropped kerb. Member of the public asked if it would be possible to clarify for residents the different roles and responsibilities of the Parish and County Council (see 8d).									            Action: TT/Clerk

MINUTES

1) Apologies for Absence  Adeline Goddard AdG; Andrew Gawn (AG)
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 23 below – only urgent items councillors have become aware of since the publication of the agenda will be discussed at the end.
a) Definitive Map Modification Order (No 8) 2025 – Confirmed Order.
b) Stage 1 Community Governance Review (CGR) - Public Consultation.
c) Keeping up the pressure on NCC
d) Update On Environment and Transport Key Projects and Programmes
e) Inequalities Plan  
f) Copy deadlines for FramNews 2026
3) Declaration of Interests None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality  None 
5) Community Police Report-  Nothing to report for this month. 
6) County Councillors Report 
a) Budget The County Council were in the process of setting its budget and as always looking for a better settlement. Unfortunately, the Government’s settlement for fairer funding had been poor only £12m over three years. It appeared that most of the funding was going to urban areas across the country. This was disadvantageous to Northumberland which because of its rural nature has very high transport and highways costs.
b) New Northumberland Line The line was being very well used hand had now passed  1.1 million passengers. As a result, a reduction in the numbers of vehicles on the road had been seen. NCC was looking to purchase additional carriages to meet demand. Two further stations were opening and consultation for the line to be extended to Newbiggin was underway.
c) Royal Grammar School Cllr Thorne‘s appointment as governor was to end at the end of the academic year. It was unlikely that a further NCC appointment would be made. The school had worked hard to support improving schools in Northumberland and 100 free bursaries had been established.
d) Local Community Meetings The new structure to area meetings which encourages local community engagement focussing on specific geographical areas had been very successful. Possibly there would be such a meeting set up in the future for Longframlington.
e) Strategic Planning.  Permission had been granted for a very large dolomite quarry near Kirkwhelpington. The dolomite was urgently needed to facilitate house building and road repairs. The quarry would instigate a progressive restoration process as it develops
f) Rare Wild Orchids A1/Newton-on-the Moor Junction GA asked TT to ensure that the site be extended and fenced.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 7th January 2025 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded TP, All in Favour).
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Longframlington Parish Map. No further action had been taken on this. DW to obtain a copy of the online file of village photos from the Clerk.								          Action: DW/Clerk
b) New Longframlington Parish Council Website and .gov domain. Clerk had  been working with Hugo Fox to refine the new website which was presented at the meeting. It was agreed that SH/DW/DL/Clerk to attend the virtual training session to be held on Wednesday 18th February at 2.00 p.m.				              Action: SH/DW/DL/Clerk
c) Front Street Planter tubs annual maintenance. Chris Green had confirmed that Greens the Butchers would again arrange for the plaiting and maintenance of the tubs for 2026. The Council were delighted and asked the Clerk to forward a note of thanks.										Action: Clerk
d) Review of Community Engagement, Communication and Media Strategies. The new Longframlington Parish Council Facebook page went live on 14th January. Links from the old page had been transferred. GA/DAL to be given editing rights. It was agreed to produce an information sheet to explain the different responsibilities of the Parish and County Council to be placed on the Facebook page and also the new Webpage when it becomes live.	           Action: SH/Clerk
9) Traffic Management,  Footpath & Highway Issues
a) Speeding at North End of the village. Deferred until the next meeting 				    Action: AG
b) Speed Indicator South End. There had been a slight delay getting the application to the Members Local Improvement Scheme, but this was now progressing and the order for the new camara had been made.
c) Dropped kerbs on A697 Longframlington: Highways Improvements Team had passed this over to the area office for them to programme in the works to repair the kerb as soon as possible. Clerk to contact Highways with regards to the dropped kerb on the Rothbury Rd adjacent St Mary’s churchyard.						 Action: Clerk
d) Footpath to the North of Healeycote View. Site meeting to take place on 5th February with Kelly O’Sullivan, Rights of Way, NCC. DW/TT to attend.	  								   Action: DW
e) Road safety concerns at Fenwick Park  Had been reported to Highways who had responded to say that with respect to:
i. Gritting. In line with the County’s Winter Maintenance Policy, scheduled gritting routes are designed using a hierarchical approach. Priority 1 is Primary Routes which are the main arterial routes forming the core transport infrastructure through the County. Priority 2 is Secondary Routes which are other arterial and secondary routes, as well as bus routes, which are treated when widespread snow or ice is forecast. We can only respond to requests from areas such as Fenwick Park once the Primary and Secondary Routes are clear. Due to the steep incline at Fenwick Park, we replaced the developers grit bins with a larger NCC bin which is maintained and topped up by NCC. There is also an NCC bin opposite the junction near the speed camera on the A697. Note that hand gritting by residents should be carried out prior to snow falling or ice forming for it to be effective although it does require traffic running over it to start working. Grit does not melt snow and ice on its own.
ii. Traffic safety. We have no evidence of a traffic safety issue currently. Therefore, we will need to carry out a speed survey to establish what the traffic speeds are and whether action is required. I have asked for a survey to be done in the vicinity of the Sea View/Fenwick Park junction. Note that motorists choosing to cut the corner is a driver behaviour issue and is unlikely to be addressed through engineering measures. Highways will get in touch with the survey results when they are ready and advise on the next steps.
Clerk was asked to forward the response to the resident who raised the concerns and await Highways further response.
												 Action: Clerk
TT left at 8.09 p.m.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the month of January. Approved.
	07/01/2026
	O Burleigh
	Allotment Fees Plot 3
	44.85

	07/01/2026
	Tom Parkin
	Allotment Fees Plot 2
	44.85

	07/01/2026
	B Taynton
	Allotment Fees Plot 12
	22.43

	07/01/2026
	G&M Owen
	Allotment Fees Plot 25
	25.00

	07/01/2026
	George Peat
	Allotment Fees Plot 27
	12.50

	17/01/2026
	Billy Weallans
	Allotment Fees 24 & 27
	25.00

	31/01/2026
	K Bruce
	Allotment Fees Plot 7
	22.43

	02/02/2026
	Ian Maxwell
	Allotment Fees Plot 20
	12.50

	02/01/2026
	Longfram Mem Hall
	Ground Tent
	25.00

	02/01/2026
	Tim Marrison
	Allotment Fees Plot 14
	22.43

	07/01/2026
	P Cotts
	Allotment Fees Plot 28
	12.50

	08/01/2026
	M Laidler
	Allotment Fees Plot 13
	44.85

	09/01/2026
	G Cadwallader 
	Allotment Fees Plot 21
	25.00

	12/01/2026
	Abigail Hedquist
	Allotment Fees Plot 19
	12.50

	12/01/2026
	Knight
	Allotment Fees Plot 10
	44.85

	12/01/2026
	Carr D J
	Allotment Fees Plot 18
	12.50

	13/01/2026
	B Veitch
	Allotment Fees Plot 8
	22.43

	19/01/2026
	D Proctor
	Allotment Fees Plot 15
	22.43

	22/01/2026
	Helen Cormack
	Allotment Fees Plot 16
	44.85

	23/01/2025
	G Smart 
	Allotment Fees 24 & 25
	25.00

	28/01/2026
	Christie
	Allotment Fees Plot 9
	45.00

	30/01/2026
	Shipley
	Allotment Fees Plot 1
	44.85

	
	
	Total
	613.75






b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.

	19/01/2025
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	15.57

	02/02/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE
	107.80

	02/02/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	Salary & Expenses
	504.33

	
	
	Total
	627.7



c) Requests for donations. Friends of Swarland Primary School towards  the purchase of climbing frame. £250 agreed. 												 	 Action: Clerk
d) Bank Reconciliation at 2nd February 2026. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements at 23rd January / e-statement 31s January 2026
	£

	Community account
	6157.36

	Business Saver
	25859.53

	
	
	
	
	32016.89

	Less unpresented payments
	02/02/2025
	HMRC
	107.80
	

	
	02/02/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	504.33
	

	 
	
	
	
	612.13

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	31404.76

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	31404.76



e) Internal Auditor replacement.  The Northumberland SLCC secretary had provided a shortlist of recommended auditors. Of these only a couple were suitable (PCs operating at or over £25k/ geographical area covered)and David Newman was recommended. Clerk had contacted David who was willing to be our internal auditor. He charged £27.50 per hour + VAT which was is in the region of £240 to £275 plus VAT, (reclaimable) for the full audit. This was in line with the charges by our current auditor It was resolved that David Newman be appointed to undertake the internal audit in accordance with the requirements of the AGAR and proper practices and to take up has duties for the 2026-27 financial year. It was also agreed to invite David to meet with the Council prior to him taking up his appointment. 			Action: Clerk
11) Allotments
a) Management.
i. Allotment Invoices: Outstanding Payments. All but two tenants had now paid their invoices. Clerk to send a reminder to the outstanding tenants.							 	 Action: Clerk
ii. Feedback from Tenants’ Meeting and agree way forward. There had been an excellent turn-out at the meeting and the debate had been very helpful. The PC discussed the two recommendations made and agreed:
· That the revised fee structure for charging allotment rents be calculated on the square meterage of each plot.
· To improve the growing conditions for Plot 16 (previously Plot 8) and adjoining plots and to maintain the hedges for nesting birds and other flora and fauna to cut back the hedge to 1m on three sides: West/South/East. This would require the gate on the west side of the allotment to be cut down to the same height.   	Action: Clerk
With respect to the calculation of future rents for plots to be introduced in 2027, there were still issues to consider, such as whether the total area or productive area was to be used for costing purposes, and much work to be done in determining the calculation, recording and costing methodology. This to be discussed by the PC prior to finalising its decision at the June PC meeting. Some tenants had expressed concerns about the new allotment plan with respect to the accuracy of the siting and orientation of their plots. It was agreed that all tenants be asked to check the new allotment plan for accuracy and anyone who may have concerns regarding the plot number allocated to them, the calculation of the area or the orientation of the plot, to contact the Clerk to arrange a site inspection with representatives of the Parish Council. An old wheelbarrow and plastic pots (blown from other plots) had accumulated in the corner of Plot 3. Tenants asked to retrieve their pots as soon as possible as the PC would be arranging for the waste to be removed. Interest had been shown for the establishment of an Allotment Association. Tenants asked to consider this further and if there was a groundswell of interest then this should be brought to the attention of the Clerk who would call a further meeting of tenants to discuss this matter. An offer to take some aerial photographs of the allotments was made. The PC would discuss this further. The Clerk to write to tenants with respect to these matters and  send out the minutes of the tenants’ meeting. 			 Action: Clerk 
12) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly inspection report. Large puddle forming at northeastern entrance to sports court. SH agreed to inspect and grounds maintenance instructed, through delegated powers, to carry out the necessary work. 											           Action: SH/Clerk
b) Sports Courts and Playground: February Inspection of condition and record equipment at the sports ground. 											               Action: SH/GA
c) Ongoing Maintenance.
i. Repairs to Playing Field vehicular entrance.  Ongoing. Awaiting drier weather. Agreed to put short report on Facebook that work was in hand. 								     Action: SH
ii. Damage to the wall opposite southeast corner of the Playing Field. SH had obtained two quotes for the SE corner. Arkle & Sons £1,146.00 (including VAT) and Aidan Clark £1,960.00 (no VAT). Decision taken by delegated powers (DL/TP/Clerk) to go with Arkles and the work was expected to be undertaken as soon as the weather improved. Thanks to SH for clearing the stones and providing the barriers and signs.
d) Quotes for coating brickwork, modular wall finishes & replacement surface for sports court. Again, this had been delayed due to the bad weather.									     Action: SH
e) Playing Field Entrance Signage. Ongoing.						       Action: DW/GA/SH
f) Additional grass cuts – Quotes for forthcoming year.  Gavin Christie had agreed to provide a quote for the meeting. Members agreed this was a favourable quote. Clerk to check out with NCC on their costs for 2026 before taking further action.										                  Action: Clerk
13) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting. There were currently no requests for consultation that had not already been commented on.

		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	25/02032/FUL
	1 South View Longframlington. Erection of Wooden Garden Shed
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/04366/FUL
	Bramble House 1 The Paddock
	Refused
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/04574/FUL
	Low Town Farm Longframlington Northumberland 
	Application made invalid
	



b) Review of Neighbourhood Plan.  Rob Naples (RN), Planning officer had provided some alternative dates and times to meet. An online meeting for all members and Cllr Thorne was agreed for Wednesday 18th February at 12.00 p.m. members were asked to revisit the Review Options report produced by RN.				 Action: Clerk
c) Councillor Training.   A copy of Rob Murfin’s presentation in December had been requested. He had responded to say that they were currently updating the presentation and would send it out when ready.
14) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes interments. Mary Patricia Young Plot 313 Row 15 buried 27th January 2026.  Paid in Full by Deed of Grant.
b) Memorial applications. None.
c) Maintenance. There was a large puddle forming at the gate during wet weather. There is a considerable amount of subsidence across the area of existing graves with some movement of headstones. It was agreed a full inspection of the cemetery be undertaken and establish an inspection regime to be incorporated in the Action Plan. This would ensure we had an audit trail for H&S and insurance purposes.					       Action: SH/Clerk
15) Action Plan – February 2026:  There were no actions not appearing elsewhere on the agenda.
16) Biodiversity and Climate Change Report. DL reported that no work had taken place since the last meeting due to the bad weather. No further information had been received from NCC regarding the ongoing litigation.
17) Village Parking: Proposals for King George V field. SH produced an outline plan and costing (£23,500) for an additional parking area, using turf reinforcement mesh, alongside the north wall of the playing field adjacent the tank turn. Before taking this further, the Council agreed to ask Cllr Thorne of the possibility of funding towards the cost from the 20226/27 Members Local Improvement Scheme. Another source of funding maybe from Arriva, as the new car parking area would reduce the parking pressures on the Rothbury Road.								   	   Action: DW
18) Request Tetra Pak drinks & liquid cartons at the recycling area.  Request from a resident for this had been referred to NCC. Awaiting response.
19) Energy Resilience Grant Round 7: Expressions of Interest. Noted.
20) Felton Sewage Catchment Work.  Jamie Day, Thirston Parish Council had written to say that Northumbria Water (NW)were likely to be in in touch to ask whether they could give a presentation to the Parish Council. NW were hoping to put one of their raingardens for run-off water around the edge of the King George V field. It was agreed that if NW asked for such a meeting it should take place at 6.30 p.m. on Wednesday 4th March, immediately before the next PC meeting.		 Action: Clerk
21) NALC Updates
a) Northumberland Local Access Forum (JLAF) currently recruiting new members. JLAF was an independent body with an interest in public rights of way and access to the countryside in Northumberland which includes inland and coastal areas. Northumberland National Park Authority worked in partnership with Northumberland County Council in the running of the forum. Noted
b) Kings Garden Party Wednesday 6th May 2026: Northumberland Association of Local Councils has received an allocation of tickets to attend the Royal Garden Party on Wednesday 6th May 2026.The theme this year is diversity. Nominations by noon on Monday 9th February 2026. No further action.
c) Northumberland Fire & Rescue Service Community Risk Management Plan Up for consultation. Residents, businesses and partners across the county were invited to take part and help shape the future of fire and rescue services in Northumberland. https://ca-north.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5060a2022e1081d67bbdd9b3a&id=8c1cf6e497&e=5db106b3ce. Noted
d) National Issues including:
i. Increase in Section 137 expenditure limit
ii. Devolution and the need to empower town and parish councils
iii. Planning reforms may weaken community protection
Members were asked to consider these issues and bring any relevant issues to the attention of the Council at its next meeting.											     Action: All
22) Party for the Planet: Sunday 28 June 2026 at Alnwick Playhouse to celebrate the impressive range of climate-related projects taking place in North Northumberland and throughout the county. This was a joint venture between the What a Wonderful World Festival of Arts, Science and Nature and the Northumberland Green Hub. The aim was to stimulate interest and support for the many exciting and effective projects taking place throughout the county via a fun, one-day, free event to demonstrate the strength, imagination and determination of local people to meet the challenges facing us all. Groups were invited to organise a table-top stall to include information about their work and other eye-catching ideas, e.g. interactive displays and games for all ages  and to present their project on the main Playhouse stage - a short presentation of 10 minutes or under. It was agreed that whilst this was a very worthwhile venture the PC were not currently in a position to make a presentation.  
23) Any Urgent Business - To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above.
a) Definitive Map Modification Order (No 8) 2025 Byway open to All Traffic ( From Alnwick Ford Road (C106) passed  Newmoor Hall and beyond) – Confirmed Order. The order was confirmed by NCC on 21st January. Noted.
b) Stage 1 Community Governance Review (CGR) - Public Consultation  Stage 1 of the public consultation went live on 1 February and would run to 30 April 2026. During this consultation, NCC would seek views and/or proposals on existing parish boundaries, the number of councillors, and whether any new parishes should be created or existing parishes abolished or merged. Whilst the PC had submitted its initial views during the pre-consultation stage, it was now invited to formally participate by completing the online questionnaire, available on NCC webpage: www.northumberland.gov.uk/councillors-and-democracy/community-governance-review-2026
The dedicated CGR webpage provided links to:
•	General information and FAQs
•	Current Parish arrangements
•	Parish five-year forecast
•	Parish maps
During the first stage of consultation, NCC would seek the views of local people, community groups, voluntary organisations, and stakeholders. Members were asked to look at the consultation documentation which would be re-visited at the next meeting.									     Action: All

c) Keeping up the pressure on NCC. An email had been received from Anne Lowrie (AL) which provided information from NCC that there was £50.225m plan for schools in North Northumberland which included refurbishment and re-building of schools and 'investment in primary schools' in the Coquet partnership, including Thomlinson’s in Rothbury. She  presumed this did not include Swarland even though it was  a feeder school?  She had checked the population statistics and the latest figures for the  population of Longframlington was now estimated as 1492 in 2024 with 126 being  0 to 9 year olds , 8.44% of the total at May 2025. She asked the Council to contact NCC to remind them that the need still exists? The Council had already agreed an annual action each January to request that our County Councillor reminds the NCC Education Department of the issue of the imminent need for a new school build for Swarland School and that Anne Lowrie be asked to find out numbers of 0 to 9 year olds and of new houses in the village each year to support this. It was agreed that the data provided by AL in her email would be supplied to TT for when he makes his approach in 2027. Clerk to inform AL of this decision.						 	 		 Action: Clerk
d) Update On Environment and Transport Key Projects and Programmes  Noted.
e) Northumberland Inequalities Plan 2022 – 2025 ‘Bringing People, Place and Policy Together’ - 3-year Plan Noted.
f) Copy deadlines for FramNews 2026. Noted.
Issue Number    	Issue     		Copy Deadline
111            	Apr/May    	13/3/26
112            	Jun/Jul    		15/5/26
113            	Aug/Sep    	17/7/26
114           	 Oct/Nov    	11/9/26
115           	 Dec/Jan   	13/11/26

24) Agenda Items for Next Meeting (not being considered in Matters Arising)
a) Fund raising and use of funds for village play/sports facilities.
b) Stage 1 Community Governance Review (CGR) - Public Consultation  
25)  Date of Next Meeting:  WEDNESDAY 4th March  2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall
	
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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