LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL ALLOTMENT TENANTS
   held on Wednesday 4th February 2026 at 6.30 p.m. in the Memorial Hall, Longframlington

	Present:		Councillors: Dave Wellden (Chair), Gillian Apthorpe, Shaun Hoyle, Diane Lakey, Tom 						Parkin
Tenants (as entered on the attendance register): Chris Brennan (Plot 6), Mary Owen (Plot 22), Barry Veitch (Plot 8), Graham Cadwallader (Plot 21), Mark Warner/Fiona Robson Warner (Plot17), Ian Maxwell (Plot 20), David Carr (Plot 18), Paul Hayles (Plot 4); Helen & Peter Cormack (Plot 16), Olga & David Burleigh (Plot 3), Peter Cotts (Plot 28), George Peat (Plot 27), Matt Knight (Plot 10), Brent Taynton (Plot 12), Andrew Bolton (Plot 11)

	In attendance	Clerk

Meeting opened at 6.32 p.m.
		
1. Apologies	Robin & Coralie Forbes (Plot 29), Andrew Bolton (Plot 11).
2. Welcome 	
The Chair of the Parish Council (PC) Cllr Dave Wellden welcomed the tenants to the meeting. He stated that he was very pleased to see such a good attendance.
3. Allotment Plan Reorganisation and Revised Fee Structure
a. Overview.  Cllr Tom Parkin informed the meeting that the PC had agreed to undertake a review of the allotment plan and  numbering system as there were several anomalies as to the way plots were numbered, how the size of plots had been determined and rents costed. A new plan of the allotments had been produced and during this exercise each plot had been measured. The new plan had  provided an approximate area by square meter of each plot. This showed that there was no real consistency to the size of plots and a simple separation of half and full size plots could not be justified. A new methodology to cost annual rent for each plot was being considered by the Council and it had agreed to consult with tenants to gain their views before making its decision.  There were several ways that plots could be costed but the two most sensible approaches were:
i. To calculate the cost of each plot by area.
ii. To place and cost plots in bands.
The Chair opened the matter up to the floor for discussion.
b.    Discussion
Several questions and suggestions were offered  regarding the best method to cost the rent for the plots. There was some concern about whether the chargeable area was to be based upon the total area of the plot or of the production area.  In the new plan Plots 19 & 20 were seen to lie North (plot 20) and South (plot 19) of each other when, but the sitting tenants believed they actuality they lay from West to East.  Similarly, the size and orientation of Plots 27 & 28 was in question. All Tenants were asked to check the new allotment plan for accuracy and tenants who had concerns regarding plot number allocated/ calculation of the area or orientation of their plot should contact the Clerk (preferably by email) to arrange a site inspection with representatives of the Parish Council. 
c.     Recommendation to the Parish Council. The consensus of the meeting was that the revised fee structure should be calculated on the square meterage of each plot. This recommendation would be considered by the PC at its meeting which was take place immediately after the tenants meeting. It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider further the costing of plot by total area or area of production. 
4. Hedging around Plot 16 (previously Plot 8).  To discuss the Parish Council’s recommendation to reduce the hedge to 1m in height around the plot.
The hedge which surrounded Plot 16 (previously Plot 8) had become overgrown and the tenants from this and surrounding plots were concerned that the hedge was allowing insufficient sunlight affecting plant growth and reduced the growing area. The PC had agreed to consider further action but first wanted to consult with tenants on what should be done.  Several options were available. 
i. to grub out the whole hedge on three sides: West/South/East
ii. to grub out the West and South sides
iii. to cut back the hedge on three sides: West/South/East
iv. to cut back the hedge on the West and South sides.
Following  discussion, it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the best solution which would improve the conditions for growing but also maintain the hedges for nesting birds and other flora and fauna was to cut back the hedge on three sides: West/South/East to 1m. The Gate to be reduced to the height of the reduced hedge.
5. Any Other Business
a. Plot 3: Rubbish & Plastic Waste.  An old wheelbarrow and plastic pots (blown from other plots) had accumulated in the corner of Plot 3. Tenants was asked to retrieve their pots as soon as possible as the PC would arrange for the waste to be removed.
b. Allotment Association.  Interest had been shown for the establishment of an Allotment Association. Tenants were asked to consider this further and if there was a groundswell of interest then this should be brought to the attention of the Clerk who would call a further meeting of tenants to discuss this matter.
c. Aerial Photos. An offer to take some aerial photographs of the allotments was made. The PC would discuss this further. 
The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and informed the meeting that the recommendations made would be considered at the Parish Council meeting which was to take place immediately following the Tenants meeting.
Meeting closed at 7.08 p.m.
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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