	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		7th January 2026
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Atkinson (GA), Andrew Gawn (AG) , Adelina Goodard(AdG), Shaun Hoyle (SH), Diane Lakey (DL)Tom Parkin (TP), Dave Wellden (DW) - Chair
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), PC Beth Spours, PC Paul Falkous, Clerk.



The Meeting opened at 7.02 p.m.

A G E N D A
1) Apologies for Absence   None .
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 23 below 
a) Expected drought in 2026
b) Longframlington Memorial Hall Social Event 9th January 2026  
3) Declaration of Interests  None. 
4) Gifts & Hospitality  None.
5) Community Police Report.  In December 2025 there was one shed burglary to report for the area where low value items were stolen, this followed a spate of vehicle interferences and burglaries to sheds in November in the wider area and likely to have been part of that series. Further afield, quad thefts had featured where the farming community have been targeted. Police would encourage any suspicious activity to be reported to Police ASAP (on 999 if the person believed an offence is taking place) and for extra precautions to be taken in securing buildings and high value assets, alongside increasing security and investing in LED Floodlights, CCTV and tracking equipment. DW had reported a random vehicle parked in the village.
6) County Councillors Report 
a) The new gate to the Commonwealth Grave at the corner of the Green had arrived and been installed. St Mary’s Church Council had required that the installation needed Diocesan approval at a cost of £283, which seemed unfair given that the gate was being donated. A local resident had made a complaint to NCC about the new gate.
b) Village Clean up had taken place on 11th December. Thanks to all involved.
c) Planning Matters. TT had spoken with Rob Murfin as Head of Planning regarding a  number of planning requests gaining permission without apparent  full consideration.
d) Orchids A1/Newton Junction.  GA asked that preparation work for the care of the orchids be requested.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 3rd December 2025  were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed TP, Seconded AdG, All in Favour).
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic management.
i. Speeding at North End of the village.  Report from the survey had been received and forwarded to members. In Summary it showed:

TS/25/59 - A697 Front Street, Longframlington South. 08/11/2025 - 04/12/2025.
Northbound: Average Daily Vehicles - 2210. Average Speed - 21mph. 85th Percentile - 25.3mph
Southbound: Average Daily Vehicles – 2488. Average Speed - 21mph. 85th Percentile - 25.3mph
TS/25/60 - A697 Main Street, Longframlington North. 08/11/2025 - 04/12/2025.
Northbound: Average Daily Vehicles – 2213. Average Speed - 26.9mph. 85th Percentile - 30.9mph
Southbound: Average Daily Vehicles – 2180. Average Speed - 24.7mph. 85th Percentile - 28.2mph

The 85th percentile was the speed at which 85% of vehicles were travelling or less, while the remaining 15% of vehicles would be travelling above that speed. Within a 30mph speed limit, the 85th percentile is required to be a minimum of 35mph for enforcement to be considered by the police. 
It was argued that the figures were possibly distorted as the speed indicators had been installed close to the Rothbury Rd Junction and the Newton-on-the-Moor junction and traffic turning onto these roads would be required to slow down. AG agreed to scrutinise the data and remove statistics of vehicles travelling less than 20mph as these would more than likely be those turning off the main road.
ii. Speed Indicator South End.  No further information on installation. Councillor Thorne agreed to submit the requisition form as a matter of priority.							      Action: TT
b) Footpath to the North of Healeycote View. Cllr Thone had spoken with Natalie Hunter and written to Kelly O’Sullivan, NCC Rights of Way Officer regarding the footpath and the offer of volunteers to undertake the work and asking what funding is available . A site visit had been agreed for 6th February to ascertain the work required and to discuss possible funding sources. 										                       Action: TT
TT left at 19.24
c) Longframlington Parish Map. DW had been scrutinising the written data which had proved very interesting. He would continue to compile a document listing.							   Action: DW
d) New Longframlington Parish Council Website and .gov domain. Ongoing.				 Action: Clerk
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of December. Approved.
	17/12/2025
	DS & CA Richardson
	Purchase of Burial Plot
	200.00

	30/12/2025
	Paul Hayles 
	Allotment Fees Plot 4
	44.85

	31/12/2025
	Robin & Coralie Forbes
	Allotment Fees Plot 29
	12.50

	31/12/2025
	Mark Warner
	Allotment Fees Plot 17
	12.50

	31/12/2025
	Chris Brennan
	Allotment Fees Plot 17
	12.50

	08/12/2025
	Barclays
	Interest Premium A/c
	89.03

	
	
	Total
	371.38



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	03/12/2025
	Gavin Christie
	Gates x2 Hall hill/ paving x2 entrances KGV
	633.00

	23/12/2025
	Anglian Water
	Water Bill Allotments June - Dec 2025
	118.84

	06/01/2026
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	Storage of PC filing cabinets
	100.00

	16/12/2025
	Anglian Water
	Water Bill Cemetery Sep - Dec 2025
	23.35

	16/12/2025
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	15.57

	05/01/2025
	HMRC
	PAYE
	114.00

	05/01/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	Salary & Expenses
	479.87

	
	
	Total
	1484.63



c) Requests for donations. Tynedale Hospice. It was agreed to continue to support the North Northumberland  hospice in preference to this.
d) Bank Reconciliation as at 25th December 2025 Approved.
	Balance per bank statements 
	

	
	Community account
	
	6160.77

	
	Business Saver
	
	25859.53

	
	
	
	
	32020.30

	Less unpresented payments
	06/01/2026
	Longfram Mem Hall
	100.00
	

	
	05/01/2025
	HMRC
	114.00
	

	 
	05/01/2025
	Garth Rhodes 
	479.87
	693.87

	
	
	
	
	

	Uncredited Deposits
	30/12/2025
	Paul Hayles 
	44.85
	

	
	31/12/2025
	R& C Forbes
	12.50
	

	
	31/12/2025
	Mark Warner
	12.50
	

	
	31/12/2025
	Chris Brennan
	12.50
	

	
	
	
	
	82.35

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	
	
	
	31408.78

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	31408.78



e) Internal Auditor replacement.  Clerk had not yet been able to follow up on this.
f) Agree budget and precept for next financial year.  The 2026-27 budget and precept request for £20,000.00 prepared by the Clerk was approved. It was agreed to maintain the PC Reserves at £23,500.00 but to transfer £2500.00 from the Cemetery Reserve and £3000 from the Memorial Bust Stop Reserve to the General Reserve. This would make the General Reserve £5500.00, the Cemetery Reserve £7500.00  and the Memorial Bust Stop Reserve 3000.00. (Proposed AdG, Seconded DL, All in Favour).									 Action: Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management.
i. Allotment Invoices had been raised and sent out to tenants.
ii. Tenants’ Meeting re Allotment Plan reorganisation and proposed revised fee structure. Meeting arranged for 6.30 Wednesday 4th February immediately before PC meeting.				                Action: AG/TP
b) Maintenance including:
i. Hedging around Plot 8. It was agreed in principle to reduce the hedge to 1m in height around the plot (now Plot 16). A quotation for the work had been received. It was agreed to take this matter to the Allotment Holders Meeting in February for their consideration prior to the PC making its decision. 			                Action: AG/TP
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly inspection report.  No issues.
b) Ongoing Maintenance.
i. Repairs to King George V Playing Field pedestrian and vehicular entrances. Pedestrian entrances had been repaired, vehicular entrance ongoing.
c) Research quotes in sports court/ MUGA for coating brickwork  or modular wall finishes & replacement surface for sports court. SH was in the process of producing a summary of levels and measurements.			    Action: SH
d) King George V Playing Field Entrance Signage. Ongoing					               Action: GA/SH
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting. 
		Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	25/02032/FUL
	1 South View Longframlington. Erection of Wooden Garden Shed
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details  

	25/04366/FUL
	Bramble House 1 The Paddock
	Registered
	No Comment

	25/04574/FUL
	Low Town Farm Longframlington Northumberland 
	Unknown
	Details of application were now unavailable. Clerk had asked for an update from Planning.


b) Review of Neighbourhood Plan. Rob Naples Planning officer was unable to attend this meeting. It was agreed to set up a separate online meeting.									Action. Clerk
c) Woodland Management Plan - Longframlington Common . Response had been received from the forest manager to say that the main local market for timber was north up to Scots sawmill. However not all traffic would travel north out of the site. The A697 was a main road and an agreed timber transport route therefore they could not guarantee that some traffic would not come south through the village. It was important to note that this  work would be spread over the next 15 years.
d) Councillor Training. Rob Murphy had given an online presentation on new planning reform. Information on the event had been sent out to members.  Clerk was asked to check if this presentation was still available online.	                  Action: Clerk
13) Cemetery issues
a) Burials/Ashes interments.  Reserved Exclusive Right of Burial: Carole Anne Richardson Plot 317 Paid in Full.
b) Memorial applications.  None.
c) Maintenance. No issues.
14) Action Plan – January 2026. Actions not appearing elsewhere on the agenda.
a) Front Street Planter tubs  To agree annual maintenance.  R. Green and son had paid and arranged for this for 25/26. Agreed to ask them to do this again for the forthcoming year.					     Action: SH
b) Additional grass cuts  Request NCC for quote for the next year. The cost for additional cuts in 2025/26 588.43 (inc VAT). It was agreed to ask our maintenance contractor to quote for these extra cuts before asking NCC to carry out this work. 											                  Action: Clerk
c) Annual Insurance  Review and obtain quotes.  The PC is currently in a three year rolling contract, so this action was not required.
d) FramNews Report Deadline for copy Friday 16th January. DW agreed to write the February edition. AdG would write  the April edition and TP the June edition.					   			   Action: DW
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change Report . 
a) The work to tidy up the wildflower area in the allotments was near completion.
b) It was agreed to buy additional ‘colourful’ wildflower seed to enhance the appearance of the wildflower areas.
c) Remaining trees to be planted when the weather improved.
d) The Rimside View wildflower area would be monitored and maintained until the litigation decision had been reached.
												     Action: DL
16) Review of Community Engagement, Communication and Media Strategies  SH had set up a new Facebook page which was ready to be launched after the data on the current page was transferred. Existing ‘followers’ would be invited to transfer to the new site. A permanent link would be established between the Facebook page and the new PC website. A small editorial team would maintain the page.									     Action: SH
17) Consider Village Parking issues raised in Cllr Hoyle’s Parish Council Brief  Following a wide ranging discussion where several areas in the village were considered for additional parking, it was agreed to draw up draft plans and costing for a parking area using a ‘ grass matting’ type surface immediately adjacent the tank turn on the King George V field.  The Fields in Trust Regulations would need to be considered to ensure that usage met its requirements.		           Action: SH/Clerk
18) Road safety concerns at Fenwick Park – An email had been received from a resident about road safety concerns at Fenwick Park. The key issues identified and discussed by the Council were:
•	The steep road from the junction becoming extremely dangerous during severe weather. Despite residents’ efforts to manually grit the road, vehicles frequently lost control and slid down the slope, resulting in several accidents at the junction. Pedestrians walking along the pavement in icy conditions were at significant risk, and there was a real danger of a collision between vehicles and pedestrians.
•	Many drivers do not reduce their speed to safely navigate the bend on the incline. Instead, they cut the corner to maintain momentum, further increasing the risk of accidents.
•	Speed humps were are not a viable solution as in icy conditions, speed humps would prevent vehicles from ascending the slope, leading to more cars being parked along Eslington Lane. This would create additional hazards for residents and could impede emergency services.
It was agreed to ask the Highways Department to assess the current road safety conditions at Fenwick Park and propose effective solutions to mitigate these risks. The Parish Council would welcome the opportunity to attend a site meeting to discuss potential improvements.									 Action: Clerk
19) North of Tyne Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation No further action was agreed.
20) NCC Northumberland Design Code  Members were asked to submit any comments independently. 
21) Newton on the Moor & Swarland Neighbourhood Plan Consultation. Newton on the Moor & Swarland Parish Council, had submitted its Neighbourhood Plan to NCC, as the local planning authority, for Independent Examination. The County Council were satisfied that the submission was complete and complied with legal requirements. The Plan would now proceed to Independent Examination. LPC were supportive of the plan and concurred with the concerns about the expansion of the Percy  Woods caravan site highlighted in the Plan. No further action was agreed at this time.
22) NCC Joint Town and Parish Council Conference Thursday 5th March 2026. Information had been circulated to members along with the booking form and they were asked to book directly with NCC, if they wished to attend.
23) Any Urgent Business 
a) Expected drought in 2026. TP reported that the Government were preparing for a possible drought in the summer. He would keep members informed.
b) Longframlington Memorial Hall Social Event 9th January 2026  AdG agreed to represent the PC.		Action: AdG
24) Date of Next Meeting:  WEDNESDAY 4th February 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall following directly after the Allotment Holders Meeting at 6.30 p.m.
	

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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